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TWENTY-ONE  MILLION  POUNDS. 

That  is  the  sum  represented  by  the  exports  during  1903  of  British 
manufactured  goods  in  the  departments  of  trade  covered  by  the 
colonial  and  foreign  subscribers  to  The  Chemist  and  Druggist. 

The  exports  of  medicinal  preparations  alone  represent  a  dailv 
turnover  of  4,C007.  J 

This  export-business  is  largely  in  the  hands  of  the  Merchant 
snippers  of  the  United  Kingdom,  who  execute  the  indents. 

Manufacturers  and  merchants  who  supply  the  goods  will  appre- 
ciate the  importance  of  placing  announcements  respecting  them 
before  the  shippers,  and  they  will  have  an  excellent  opportunity 
m  the  Merchant  Shippers'  Issue  of  The  Chemist  and  Druggist 
to  be  published  on  March  12,  1904.  The  Publisher  is  now  making 
arrangments  for  the  issue,  and  those  who  wish  to  secure  space  in 
it  should  address  him  without  delay. 


The  Dispenser  to  the  Cardiff  Board  of  Guardia  is  has  b»en 
suspended  (p.  259). 

Mr.  B:  Owen- Jones,  a  Welsh  chemist,  who  has  built  np  a  big 
business  in  the  Transvaal,  ia  the  subject  of  a  skotch  011  p.  295. 

r,Tw  „DANISH  Authorities  have  prohibited  advertising  of 
(P  292        *  8         PiUS  ^  Df'  Kiad's  me<3icines  in  Denmark 

MM^SSoS'-rFAnR  AND  Wright  corroborate  the  observation  by 
Mr.  1.  S.  Dymond  that  a  mydriatic  alkaloid  exists  in  Lacttica 
virosa  1  p.  266).  -  • 

Four  Patients  have  been  poisoned  in  the  Portsmouth  Borough 
J-mnatic  Asylum,  and  the  circumstance  is  being  inquired  into  b? 
the  local  Coroner  (p.  260). 

The  War  between  Japin  and  Russia  has  afhete  I  the  markets 
ot  certain  drugs,  chiefly  c  imphor  and  menthol,  for  which  we  rely 
upon  the  former  country  (p.  285). 

Be  Careful  of  the  method  of  applying  liquor  ammonite  to 
separate  lighting  dogs,  else  it  may  amount  to  cruelty  to  animals. 
A  case  in  point  is  reported  on  p.  259. 

Ma.  A.  Walsh,  of  Port  Elizabeth,  was  on  Thursday  of  this 
week  elected  President  of  the  Cape  Colony  Pharmacy  Board  in 
succession  to  Mr.  J.  A.  Mathew  (p.  2S8\  ' 

The  Constitution  of  epinephrine,  a  hemostatic  constituent  of 
the  suprarenal  gland,  has  been  investigated  in  the  Wellcome 
Chemical  Research  Laboratories  (p.  276). 

An  Amendment  of  the  Irish  Pharmacy  Acts,  with  the  vie* 
to  dealing  with  companies,  is  now  under  consideration  by  a 
Committee  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Council  (p.  265). 

A  Clear  Account  of  antitoxic,  antibacterial,  and  antivenomoas 
^™!>»llh  the  principles  that  underlie  their  use,  is  given  by 
Mr  b .  W.  Gamble  m  a  paper  abstracted  on  p.  276. 

,uT.H^  Che™ist8'  anii  Druggists'  Society  of  Ireland  is  of  opinion, 
that  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  should  be  united  in  legislation  on 
company -pharmacy.  This  was  stated  at  the  annual  meeting 
reported  on  p.  278.  0 

Territorial  Representation  has  figured  largely  at  Asso- 
ciation   meetings    during    the    past   week,  and 
include  an  epitome  of  Mr.  J.  F.  Tocher's  reply  to 
his  scheme  (p.  277). 

Synthetic  Camphor  has  baen  the  dream  of  many  clever 
chemists,  and  it  appears  no*  to  have  been  realised  by  an 
American  company,  as  to  whose  process  Dr.  M.  0  Forster  an 
expert  on  the  subject,  writes  on  p.  289. 

T.HEt.(?aASGE-^EK  CoL0^  has  the  cred!t  of  being  the  first 
part  of  the  British  Empire  to  make  the  principle  of  a  qualified 
directorate  of  pharmacy  companies  a  legal  necessity.  The  liw 
was  passed  last  mouth  (p.  274  and  p.  29J). 

.  y.HE  "Assorbine"  trademark  decision  is  a  possible  menace- 
to  the  validity  and  registration  of  »  invented  words  "  following 
oan    '   1        ,decl81on-    A  barrister  writes  about  the  matter 
(p.  ^51),  and  we  also  comment  upon  it  (p.  273;. 

The  Priestley  Centenary  has  been  celebrated  at  Leeds  and 
Warrington,  Dr.  T.  E  Thorpe,  C.B.,  F  R  S.,  being  the  mm  of  the, 
moment.  Mr.  Fred  Rsynolds  sends  a  characteristic  sketch  to 
liustrate  our  note  of  the  proceedings  on  p.  258. 

There  is  Evidence  of  a  11  boom  "  in  the  markets  for  "  Japan  " 
article,  m  consequence  of  the  war.  Menttiol,  camphor,  pepper- 
mint oil  and  antimony  are  all  dearer,  and  close  rising  markete 
Quinine  has  been  advanced  hcl.,  and  tartaric  acid  is  firm  (p.  235;. 

The  Business  of  Messrs.  T.  &  H.  Smith  &  Co.,  manufac- 
turers of  opium,  alkaloids,  &c,  has  been  converted  ints  a  com- 
iX*,  6whe  tltl6  T'  &,  H-  SmiUl  <Llm'^),  with  a  capital  of 
p  280  g'Ve  S0Uie  b,9torical  110tes  011   l"e  business  on 

An  Interesting  and  Valuable  Study  cf  the  distribution  of 
alkaloid  111  the  hemlock  plant  was  communicated  to  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  this  %veek  by  Messiv.  Farr  sini  Wright  Their 
results  show  how  the  alkaloid  varies  in  parts  as  the  plant  grows 
to  the  full  maturity  of  seed-time  (p.  2bb). 


the  reports 

t'13  critic  1  of 


OPENING  A  P  1ARMACY. 

Now  ready,  a  new  and  enlarged  edition  of  this  popular  bo  A  con- 
taining much  new  matter,  such  as  bookkeep.n  -  fur  chemists 
advertising,  leases,  pharmacy  laws,  and  other  e'lbjtcin  wh-ch 
those  commencing  business  011  their  own  account  want  to  know 
Ihe  opening  orders  are  fully  detailed.  Price  2s  ,  by  p03t  2s  31 
at  the  offices  of  the  C.  £  D.,  42  Cannon  Street.; 


Published 
London,  E.C 
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February  13,  1904 


Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Brevities. 

The  chemists  of  East  Dereham  have  agreed  (o  close  at 
nine  o'clock  on  Saturdays  in  future  instead  of  at  ten  o'clock. 

Messrs.  J.  M.  Crosby  (Limited),  73  Newborough,  Scar- 
borough, have  obtained  the  contract  for  the  supply  of  drugs' 
dressings,  and  disinfectants  to  the  workhouse  infirmary  for 
the  year. 

The  tender  of  Messrs.  H.  Chapman  &  Sons,  chemists,  for 
the  supply  of  paints,  oils,  &c,  for  the  borough  engineer's 
department  has  been  accepted  by  the  Corporation  of 
Scarborough. 

"Chic,"  referring  to  the  recent  dinner  of  the  London 
Chemists'  Association,  says  it  "  was  an  unqualified  success 
both  as  a  social  gathering  and  as  an  evidence  of  the  strength 
and  cohesion  of  the  Association  as  a  body." 

The  Northwich  Museum  has  just  been  enriched  by  the 
presentation  of  a  cast  of  part  of  an  old  Egyptian  statuette 
which  Mr.  Robert  Mond  recently  unearthed  at  Thebes.  The 
original  statuette  is  now  in  the  Cairo  Museum. 

" British  Industrial  Neglect  of  Applied  Science"  was  the 
subject  of  a  discussion  at  the  London  Chamber  of  Commerce 
dinner  on  "Wednesday  evening,  February  10,  at  the  Trocadero 
Kestaurant.    Several  leading  scientists  joined  in  it. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Aberystwyth  Town  Council,  on 
February  3,  Mr.  E.  J.  Evans  pharmaceutical  chemist,  wrote 
asking  for  a  lease  of  an  acre  of  land  near  the  harbour  for  the 
erection  of  chemical-works.  The  letter  was  referred  to 
co  mmittee. 

Two  youths,  named  Bateman  and  Senior,  were  committed 
for  trial  at  Rotherham,  on  February  4,  for  breaking  into  the 
pharmacy  of  Mr.  S.  Percy  Billington,  chemist  and  druggist, 
79  Midland  Road,  Masborough,  and  stealing  5s.  6d.  in  money 
and  goods  to  the  value  of  16s. 

At  this  week's  meeting  of  the  London  County  Council  it 
was  resolved  to  make  special  service  grants  of  251.  each  to 
Mr.  E.  B.  Pike  and  Mr.  J.  W.  Biggs,  chemists  at  the 
Northern  and  Southern  Outfall  laboratories,  in  respect  of 
extra  duties  performed  by  them  in  the  bacterial  examination 
of  the  estuary  of  the  River  Thames. 

The  Association  of  Trade  Protection  Societies  recently 
approached  Lord  Lansdowne  and  asked  that  British  consular 
officials  should  be  requested  to  forward  full  reports  upon  the 
working  of  the  C.O.D.  system  in  those  countries  where  it 
has  been  established.  Lord  Lansdowne  has  notified  the 
Association  that  he  has  already  requested  our  representatives 
abroad  to  furnish  such  reports. 

The  committee  of  the  Royal  Lancaster  Infirmary  have 
been  advertising  for  a  night  porter  and  boiler-attendant,  and 
have  received  over  two  hundred  applications  for  the  post. 
Among  them  is  one  from  a  man  who  bases  his  claim  to 
favourable  consideration  upon  the  face  that  he  has  a  com- 
plete knowledge  of  the  Pharmacopoeia,  and,  if  necessary, 
can  be  trusted  with  the  work  of  dispensing. 

At  Southwark  on  February  10,  an  inquest  was  held  touching 
the  death  of  Mr.  Edwin  Stohl,  "  late  a  registered  chemist," 
who  died  in  Guy's  Hospital.  The  medical  evidence  was  to 
the  effect  that  the  deceased  suffered  from  stricture,  and  had 
used  an  instrument  for  relief,  which  had  broken.  The 
sharp  point  had  turned  up  and  had  cut  the  bladder.  Death 
had  resulted  from  exhaustion  through  loss  of  blood. 

On  Wednesday,  February  10,  the  students  of  the  Imperial 
College  of  Chemistry  visited  the  London  Hospital,  the  party 
being  met  by  Mr.  Jennings,  pharmacist  to  the  hospital,  who 
lucidly  explained  matters  of  interest.  The  x-rays  and  ultra- 
violet ray  treatment  for  cancer  and  lupus  were  demonstrated 
upon  patients,  and  the  students  were  greatly  impressed  by 
the  effect  of  such  physical  treatment.  Mr.  Frederick  Davis 
thanked  Mr.  Jennings  on  behalf  of  the  students. 


Apothecaries  Assistants'  .Examination. 

The  following  candidates  were  granted,  at  the  January 
examinations  at  Apothecaries'  Hall,  the  certificate  of  quali- 
fication to  ac);  as  an  assistant  to  an  apothecary  in  compounding 
and  dispensing  medicines:  G.  G.  Barley,  M.  E.  Barnes, 
A.  Beart,  C.  L.  Childs,  E.  M.  Constable,  A.  Falck,  I.  M.  Foster, 
T.  Gamble,  E  E.  Hoult,  R.  Howlett,  M.  M.  Huie,  A.  Hunter, 
E.  M.  Jenner,  W.  Jones,  L.  Loram,  M.  D.  Low,  R.  Macartney, 
M.  S.  Meredith,  M.  A.  Reid,  E.  C.  M.  Richmond,  F.  H.  Rowcroft, 
L.  R.  Selfe,  R.  M.  F.  Stephens,  H.  J.  Stevens,  H.  G.  Stokes, 
S.  C.  Thorp,  R.  Thurlow,  R.  A.  M.  Turtle. 

Priestley  Centenary. 

The  centenary  of  the  death  of  Dr.  Joseph  Priestley  was 
celebrated  at  Leeds  on  February  6  by  a  service  in  the 
Mill  Hill  Chapel,  at  which  he  was  pastor  from  1767  to  1773. 
The  Lord  Mayor,  aldermen,  councillors,  and  magistrates 

attended  the  ser-   

vice  in  state. 
The  statue  of 
Priestley,  which 
stands  in  the 
City  Square,  was 
adorned  with  a 
beautiful  wreath. 
A  gathering  of 
members  of  the 
Priestley  Club 
was  held  in 
the  evening  at 
the  Philosophi- 
cal Hall,  the 
Chairman  beiEg 
Colonel  Harding, 
the  donor  of  the 
Leeds  statue,  and 
the  lecturer  Dr. 
T.  E.  Thorpe. 
Dr.  Thorpe  is 
President  of  the 
Priestley  Club, 
and  his  local 
standing  results 
from  the  fact 
that  he  was  the 
first  Professor  of 
Chemistry  at  the 
Yorkshire  Col- 
lege. It  was  Dr. 
Thorpe,  too,  who 
on  the  occasion 
of  the  visit  of  the  British  Association  to  Leeds  in  1890  not 
merely  defended  the  priority  of  Priestley's  discovery  of 
oxygen  and  of  the  composition  of  water,  but  denied  Lavoi- 
sier's claim  to  be  considered  an  it,dependent  discoverer.  Of 
his  admiration  of  Priestley  Dr.  Thorpe  gave  further  proof  on 
Saturday,  inasmuch  as  before  going  to  Leeds  to  deliver  an 
exhaustive  lecture  he  had  unveiled  a  tablet  affixed  to  the 
residence  of  Priestley  at  Warrington.  Colonel  Harding  also 
addressed  the  meeting,  and  spoke  of  it  as  a  source  of  pride 
that  the  city  should  keep  green  the  memory  of  those  who  do 
good  in  their  midst.  The  Warrir  gton  celebration  referred  to 
above  consisted  in  the  unveiling  of  a  bronze  tablet  on  Dr. 
Priestley's  former  residence  in  Academy  Street.  A  luncheon 
was  afterwards  served  at  the  old  academy,  and  Dr.  Thorpe 
mentioned  that  Scheele  was  the  first  to  isolate  oxygen, 
although  Priestley,  working  independently,  discovered  the 
element  at  about  the  same  period. 

Birmingham  Notes. 

The  Technical  School  Sciences  Classes  of  Handsworth 
show  the  highest  number  of  students  now  attending  of  any 
previous  year. 

The  medical  officers  of  a  local  dispensary  signed  "a  round 
robin  "  for  increased  pay.  It  appears  they  receive  2s.  6d. 
per  patient,  and  suggested  4s.,  which  is  more  in  accord  with 
the  current  local  price.    They  have  got  it. 

A  novel  method  of  bringing  to  the  public  notice  of  new 
and  well-advertised  preparations  has  been  lately  put  into 
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practice  in  Birmingham.  The  names  of  well-known  and 
well-to-do  householders  are  handed  to  the  proprietors  by  the 
local  traders,  and  this  is  followed  by  a  dainty  package,  per 
post,  addressed  to  the  person,  together  with  a  printed 
circular  stating  its  uses  and  where,  if  approTed,  it  may  be 
purchased. 

The  health  authorities  of  Birmingham  have  instituted  a 
crusade  against  the  use  of  formalin  as  a  preservative. 
Several  people  were  summoned  at  the  police  court  on  Feb- 
ruary 5,  the  principal  defendant  being  Enos  Wilson,  a 
wholesale  milk-dealer,  of  St.  Saviour's  Koad,  Birmingham. 
Two  samples  of  milk  sold  by  the  defendant  contained 
formalin ;  in  one  case  in  the  proportion  of  1  part  per 
100,000,  and  in  the  other  5  parts  per  100,000.  Dr.  Robert- 
son, Medical  Officer  of  Health,  stated  that  formalin  was  a 
violent  irritant  poison.  Very  few  cases  of  the  poisonous 
effects  of  formalin  on  the  human  subject  had  bt-en  reported, 
because  the  solution  had  a  highly  irritating  odour,  and  was, 
therefore,  not  one  that  could  be  taken  by  anybody  in  a  con- 
centrated form,  either  for  suicidal  purposes  or  by  accident. 
The  effect  of  formalin,  however,  in  small  doses,  was  to  retard 
the  processes  of  digestion ;  and  the  amount  found  in  the 
samples  of  milk  was  injurious  to  the  health  of  children. 
Mr.  Liverseege,  the  city  analyst,  stated  that  in  only  about 
7  per  cent,  of  the  samples  taktn  was  formalin  found, 
and  that  generally  in  the  hot  season  of  the  year.  Defendant 
gave  an  undertaking  to  discontinue  the  use  of  the  pre- 
servative, and  the  Magistrates  imposed  a  nominal  line  of  11. 
and  costs  in  the  first  case,  and  ordered  defendant  to  pay  the 
costs  only  in  the  second.  Two  summonses  against  retailers 
were  dismissed  on  payment  of  costs. 

Analysts'  Affairs. 

No  samples  of  diugs  have  been  taken  under  the  Food  and 
Drugs  Act  in  Stockton-on-Tees  durii  g  the  past  two  years. 

Two  pure  samples  of  cod-liver  oil  wore  the  only  samples  of 
drugs  taken  under  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts  at 
Hastings  last  year. 

It  transpired  at  a  meeling  of  the  Hull  Town  Council  on 
February  4  that  proceedings  for  selling  baking-powder  cer- 
tified to  be  adulterated  with  alum  had  been  withdrawn 
because  the  analyst  had  mistaken  acid  phosphate  of  lime  for 
alum. 

Another  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act. 
At  the  weekly  meeting  of  the  London  County  Council  on 
February  9,  the  Public  Health  Committee  recommended  : 
"  That  the  Parliamentary  Committee  be  instructed  to  take 
the  necessary  steps  with  a  view  to  the  Council  promoting  in 
the  session  of  1905  legislation  to  enable  it,  as  the  authority 
dealing  with  the  whole  county,  to  secure  at  its  own  expense 
the  analysis  of  samples  of  milk  arriving  at  railway  stations 
in  London  and  subsequently  distributed  in  the  county,  and 
also  to  enable  the  Council,  as  the  central  authority,  to  insure 
that,  the  '  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts '  shall  be  admin- 
istered on  a  sufficiently  comprehensive  scale  in  each  sanitary 
district  within  the  county." 

The  Fiscal  Inquiry. 

The  Tariff  Commission,  7  Victoria  Street,  London,  S.W., 
is  desirous  of  getting  all  manufacturers  connected  with 
chemistry  and  pharmacy  to  apply  for  forms  of  inquiry 
with  the  view  of  obtaining  the  preliminary  information 
which  is  necessary  as  the  basis  of  the  more  detailed  inquiry, 
which  will  be  conducted  by  means  of  special  forms  and  the 
examination  of  witnesses.  The  information  asked  for  will,  if 
desired,  be  treated  as  strictly  confidential. 

Sheffield  Guardians'  Supplies. 
The  Sheffield  Board  of  Guardians  at  their  last  meeting 
adopted  a  recommendation  of  their  Hospital  Committee  that, 
in  place  of  the  usual  advertisements  in  the  local  newspapers 
asking  for  tenders  for  the  supply  of  drugs  and  druggists' 
sundries,  the  dispenser  be  requested  to  make  out  a  list  of,  as 
far  as  possible,  his  requirements  in  the  way  of  drugs  and 
sundries  for  the  six  months  ending  September  29  ntxt,  and 
that  th  ree  wholesale  drug  houses  be  asked  to  tender  lor  tbe 
supply,  it  being  understood  that  the  firm  whose  tender  is 
accepted  shall  also  be  given  the  oppportunity  to 
supply    any    extras    required    during    the    said  term. 


As  to  druggists'  sundries,  such  as  antiseptic  dressings, 
bandages,  coiton  wools,  lints,  arjd  also  plasters,  quotations  to 
be  obtained  from  certain  makers.  All  goods  to  be  delivered 
carriage  paid  to  the  Union  Dispensary.  A  sub-committee 
of  three  Guardians  has  been  appointed  to  act  in  the  matter. 

The  Chemist  and  the  Dog-light. 

At  North  London  Police  Court,  on  February  10,  Mr.  John 
Bassett,  chemist  and  druggist,  162  Green  Lanes,  Stoke 
Newington,  was  summoned  at  the  instance  of  the  lloyal 
Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Animals  for  cruelty 
to  two  dogs  on  January  7.  On  the  date  mentioned  a  New- 
foundland dog  and  an  Airedale  terrier  fought  savagely  out- 
side Mr.  Bassett's  shop.  Those  in  charge  were  unable  to 
part  them,  and  there  was  a  fear  that  a  lady  might  be  bitten. 
Mr.  Bassett  appeared  on  the  scene  with  a  small  bottle  con- 
taining ammonia,  some  of  which  he  sprinkled  over  the  dogs' 
heads.  The  effect  was  that  they  immediately  stopped 
fighting  and  ran  off  howling.  Some  of  the  ammonia  having 
entered  the  animals'  eyes  each  had  become  blind  in  one  eye. 
When  spoken  to  about  the  matter  Mr.  Bassett  said  he  had 
read  that  ammonia  was  an  excellent  thing  to  stop  dogs 
fighting,  and  with  the  best  of  intentions  he  was  simply 
endeavouring  to  stop  them  in  this  in  stance.  For  the  defence 
it  was  urged  that  the  defendant  meant  to  sprinkle  the 
ammonia  on  the  ground  so  that  the  fumes  might  be  inhaled 
by  the  dogs  and  sneezing  set  up,  which  would  have  stopped 
the  fight.  No  one  regretted  more  than  Mr.  Bassett  did  that 
the  eyesight  of  the  dogs  had  been  destroyed.  Mr.  Fordham 
(Magistrate)  said  he  would  give  the  defendant  credit  for  the 
best  intentions.  Of  course  the  defendant  had  no  intention 
of  being  cruel ;  it  was  not  his  bad  nature,  but  his  ignorance 
and  carelessness  that  had  brought  him  here.  He  would 
have  to  pay  a  fine  of  5s.,  with  25s.  costs. 

The  Death  of  a  Chemist's  Wife. 
Mr.  Drew  concluded  at  Kensington,  on  February  6,  the 
inquiry  relative  to  the  death  of  Annie  Elizabeth  Bowen  (29), 
the  wife  of  Isaac  Bowen,  chemist  and  druggist,  of  Thomas's 
Drug-stores,  37  Golborne  Road,  North  Kensington,  who  died 
from  peritonitis  following  an  abortion,  as  reported  last  week 
(see  C.  <5'  Z>.,  February  6  page  225)  Dr.  John  T.  Conry,  of 
20  Golborne  Road,  said  the  deceased,  whom  he  had  known 
for  some  time,  came  to  him  at  the  beginning  of  January  and 
he  treated  her  for  aruemia.  He  had  no  reason  to  suspect 
anything  then,  but  a  few  days  after  she  seemed  very  uneasy 
about  herself,  and  his  questions  led  him  to  believe  she  was 
pregnant.  An  examination  satisfied  him  on  that  point. 
When  he  saw  her  after  the  abortion  he  asked  Bowen  what 
he  had  given  her.  Witness  inquired  because  Bowen  had 
asked  if  ergotin  would  do  her  any  harm,  and  witness  se- 
riously advised  him  against  giving  her  anything.  He  had 
heard  previously  that  Bowen  weeks  before  had  given  her 
some  ergotine.  Witness  was  present  at  the  consultation 
with  Mr.  Dunn,  when  the  latter  asked  Bowen  what  he  had 
given  her,  and  he  replied,  "  Only  what  I  have  told  Dr.  Corny." 
The  drug  given  was  an  abortive,  and  of  no  use  for  anajmia. 
If  the  eigotin  was  given  some  weeks  Bgo  it  would  have  no 
effect.  Witness  could  not  assign  any  cause  for  the  abortion. 
When  witness  prescribed  for  anromia  for  deceased  the  pre- 
scription was  made  up  by  Bowen.  Dr.  Keane  was  re- 
examined, and  Mr.  Bowen,  recalled,  said  he  might,  when 
deceased  asked  for  the  ergot,  have  given  her  something  else, 
as  she  did  not  know  the  taste  or  smell  of  it.  The  jury 
returned  a  verdict  that  the  death  followed  an  abortion,  the 
cause  of  which  they  were  unable  to  say. 

The  Dispenser  Suspended. 
A  long  discussion  took  place  at  a  meeting  of  the  Cardiff 
Board  of  Guardians  on  February  6  in  reference  to  a  report 
presented  by  the  Dispensary  Committee,  in  which  a  very 
serious  complaint  was  made  against  Mr.  Taylor,  manager  at 
the  dispensary  in  Charles  Street.  The  report  stated  that  on 
January  28  Dr.  Evans,  one  of  the  medical  officers,  wrote  a 
repeat-prescription  for  a  girl  named  Lillian  Williams.  The 
bottle  had  been  refilled  seven  times  before  at  the  dispensary, 
but  on  the  eighth  occasion  the  parents  noticed  that  the 
contents  appeared  to  be  different,  and  it  was  thought  that 
the  doctor  must  have  changed  the  medicine.  The  medicine 
was  administered  to  the  girl  on  several  occasions,  but  each 
time  she  became  violently  sick.    The  mother  accordingly 
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took  the  bottle  to  Dr.  Evans,  who  told  her  that  it  contained, 
not  ammoniateel  citrate  of  iron  and  water,  as  he  had  pre- 
scribed, but  Condy's  fluid,  or  a  solution  of  permanganate  of 
potash.  The  doctor  brought  the  matter  before  the  Dispensary 
Committee  on  February  5,  when  the  evidence  was  heard 
of  himself,  of  Mrs.  Williams  and  her  husband  (who  obtained 
the  medicine  from  the  dispensary),  and  of  Mr.  Taylor,  the 
dispenser.  The  committee  came  to  the  conclusion  that  Mr. 
Taylor  had  dispensed  the  wrong  medicine,  and  they  recom- 
mended the  Board  to  call  upon  him  to  immediately  tender 
his  resignation,  and  if  he  declined  to  do  so,  to  suspend  him 
and  to  ask  the  Local  Government  Board  to  consent  to  his 
dismissal.  At  the  meeting  on  February  6  a  letter  was  rei  d  from 
Mr.  Taylor,  in  which  he  stated  that  it  was  impossible  for  the 
mistake  to  Lave  occurred,  since  he  did  n-jt  stock  Condy's  fluid. 
Furthermore,  the  bottle  was  not  labelled  by  himself,  but  by 
somebody  else  when  he  was  away,  and  he  also  pointed  out 
that  Condy  s  fluid  might  have  been  procured  elsewhere. 
Mr.  K  >bert  Sutherland,  Chairman  of  the  Dispensary  Com- 
mittee, said,  in  their  opinion  the  chain  of  evidence  against 
Mr.  Taylor  was  quite  complete,  and  he  moved  the  adoption 
of  the  report.  This  was  seconded  by  Mr.  Thatcher.  An 
amendment  was  submitted  by  Mr.  John  Enoch  in  favour  of 
allowing  the  matter  to  remain  in  abeyance,  but  on  a  divi-ion 
the  motion  was  carried.  Mr.  Taylor  was  called  in,  informed 
of  the  result  of  the  discussion,  and  asked  if  he  was  prepared 
to  tender  his  resignation.  He  replied  that  be  was  not,  and 
repeated  that  the  bottle  had  never  been  dispensed  at  his 
dispensary.  The  Chairman  then  told  him  he  was  suspended 
from  the  discharge  of  his  duties.  Mr.  Taylor  intimated  that 
he  would  appeal  to  the  Local  Government  Board. 

"Wine-licences. 

At  Barnsley,  on  February  4.  an  off  wine-licence  was  granted 
to  Mr.  E.  Nash,  pharmaceutical  chemist. 

At  St.  Clears,  Mr.  M.  A.  Parker,  chemist,  was  this  week 
refused  a  wice-and-spirit  licence. 

At  Bridgend,  on  February  6,  an  application  for  an  off 
wine-licence  by  Mr.  Rhys  D.  Morgan,  chemist  and  druggist,  of 
Maes  teg,  was  refused. 

At  the  Horsham  Brewster  Sessions,  on  February  8,  the 
Tim  thy  White  Company  applied  for  an  off-licence  to  sell 
"wine,  but  the  application  was  refused. 

At  Halifax  Brewster  Sessions,  on  February  3,  an  application 
by  Mr.  F.  Greenwood,  drug-store  proprietor,  Mytholmroyd 
for  an  off  wine-licence  was  refused. 

The  Gate^Lead  Licensing  Justices,  on  February  4,  refused 
the  application  of  Mr.  Robert  Sisttrton,  drug  and  medicine 
dea!er,  of  High  Street,  Felling,  for  an  off  wine-licence. 

Before  the  Newport  (Isle  of  Wight)  Magistrates,  on 
February  8,  an  application  by  the  |Timothy  White  Company 
for  an  off  wins-licence  for  their  Lew  premises  in  High  Street, 
Newport,  was  refused. 

At  the  acarjal  licensirg-mc€tirg  of  the  Bath  Magistrates 
en  February  5,  an  application  by  Mr.  Edmund  Carpenter, 
managing  director  of  Messrs.  Hodder  &  Co.  (Limited), 
chemists  and  druggists,  Bristol,  for  an  off-licence  to  sell  by 
retail  foreign  and  British  wines  at  their  branch  at  14  New 
Bond  Street.  Bath,  was  granted. 

At  Bcltor,  oa  February  4,  an  off  wine-licence  (subject  ;o 
confirmation  at  the  adjourned  sessions)  was  granted  to  Mr. 
Hy.  Crane,  druggist,  of  312  Chorley  Old  Road,  on  condition 
that  only  medicated  vanes  were  sold.  Mr.  Crane  stated  that 
during  the  past  thirteen  months  he  had  been  asked  on  199 
occasions  for  medicated  wines. 

AtFaversham,  on  February  3,  the  Timothy  White  Company 
applied  for  an  off  wine- licence  for  their  premises  in  West. 
Street.  The  company  undertook  to  sell  only  medicated 
■wines,  and  offered  to  l  ave  the  licence  endorsed  to  that  effect 
bat  the  Clerk  to  the  Justices  said  that  no  such  endorsement 
coald  be  made.  The  rolice  opposed  because  the  pharmacy 
was  close  to  licensed  houses,  atd  the  application  was  re- 
fused. 

At  Windsor  Licensing  Sessions,  cn  February  4,  Mr.  James 
Dorkin  Harmer,  chemist  arid  druggist,  applied  for  a  wine 
amd  spirit  licence  he  held  to  be  transferred  from  75  to  77  St. 


Leonard's  Road.  A  ratepayer  named  Stoneham  opposed  cn 
the  ground  that  he  did  not  think  the  sale  of  intoxicating 
liquors  should  be  mixed  up  with  the  sale  of  medicines  and 
other  things  for  healing  the  human  body.  If  the  application 
was  granted,  he  said,  persons  would  go  to  the  shop  under  the 
pretence  of  baying  a  box  of  pills  and  lay  out  their  money  in 
wines  and  spirits.    The  application  was  refused. 

At  the  Sittingbourne  Brewster  Sessions,  on  February  8,  the 
Timothy  White  Company,  chemists,  of  Portsmouth,  sought 
to  obtain  two  licences  for  the  sale  of  wines,  &c,  at  their 
branch  shops  in  Sittingbourne  and  aheerness.  In  the  first  case 
the  proceedings  fell  through  on  the  ground  that  Mr  Charles 
L.  A.  Gray,  the  Sittingbourne  manager,  had  served  the  notice 
on  the  assistant  overseer  instead  of  one  of  the  overseers, 
which  Mr.  W.  J.  Harris,  the  Magistrates'  Clerk,  held  to  be  a 
fatal  omission,  and  the  Bench  upheld  the  objection.  In  the 
Sheerneis  case  Mr.  Pitman,  barrister,  who  appeared  for  Mr. 
White,  said  his  client  had  no  desire  to  sell  wine  except  on 
occasions  when  ordered  by  doctors.  He  submitted  that  on 
public  grounds  the  application  should  be  granted,  especially 
as  Mr.  White  gave  an  undertaking  that  he  would  carry  on 
the  business  of  a  chemist,  and  not  in  any  way  create  a 
drinking  shop  in  the  ordinary  sense  of  the  term.  The  appli- 
cation was  opposed  by  the  superintendent  of  police  and 
by  several  local  clergymen,  and  the  Bench  refused  the 
application. 

Besides  those  already  mentioned,  off  wine-licences  have 
been  granted  to : 

Mr.  G.  H.  Howells,  chemist  and  druggist,  of  Caerau 
Maesteg. 

Mr.  Alfred  Collins,  chem'st  and  druggist,  Corn  Market 
Pontefract. 

Mr.  David  Wrlliam  McVitie,  chemist  and  druggist,  of 
73  Senhou;e  Street,  Maryport. 

Mr.  J.  B.  Foggitt,  ph  irmaceutical  chem'st,  Southport 
(transfer  from  13  Neville  Street  to  187  Lord  Street). 

Mr.  W.  R.  D.  White,  on  behalf  of  the  Timothy  White 
Company,  for  the  company's  branch  at  The  Arcade,  Bognor. 

A  Customer  who  doss  not  Keturn. 

Chemists  are  frequently  put  to  a  good  deal  of  trouble  by 
casual  customers  who  order  goods  not  kept  in  stock,  and 

'  forget  "■  to  call  for  them.  A  case  in  point  has  come  to  our 
notice  this  week,  which  demonstrates  that  the  customer's 
forgettory  "  is  of  the  intentional  kind.  The  customer  is  a 
little  man,  obviously  a  foreigner,  with  a  dark  moustache. 
During  recent  weeks  he  has  entered  various  Londi  n  phar- 
mai  ies,  produced  a  box  which  had  contained  certain 
capsules,  and  said  to  the  gentleman  in  charge,  "  Do  you  keep 
rhefe?"  The  answer  was  generally  in  the  negative,  but  in 
half-a-dozen  instances  offers  were  |made  to  procure  the 
capsules,  the  came  and  address  of  the  London  agents  being 
on  the  box.  This  offer  was  readily  accepted  by  the 
prospective  customer,  who  preferred  in  each  case  Is.  deposit, 

a\ing  he  would  call  again  in  a  few  days.  Before  leaving, 
however,  he  casu illy  intimated  that  the  chemists  might  as 
well  procure  at  the  same  time  a  bottle  of  the  injection 
"  which  goes  with  it."  This  the  chemists  agreed  to,  and 
some  of  them  forthwith  despatched  their  messenger-boys  (at 
a  cost  of  4d.  in  fares)  to  the  agents  for  capsules  and  injec- 
tion, for  which  they  paid  3s.  3d.  in  ca?h.  In  no  case  has  the 
little  foreign  gentleman  returned  to  complete  his  purchase. 
Several  caemists  for  various  reasons  did  "not  bite."  In 
South  London  a  lady  customer  has  been  calling  for  similar 
things,  and  in  one  place  offered  to  deposit  2s.,  but  the 
chemist  declined  to  take  the  order  until  the  full  price  (4s  6d.) 
was  paid.  The  lady  would  not  go  so  far  as  that.  We 
understand  that  the  agents  for  the  ar.icles  have  taken  them 
back. 

Poisoning  at  an  Asylum. 

The  accidental  poisoning  of  four  patients  at  the  Ports- 
mouth Borough  Lunatic  Asylum  last  week  has  caused  a 
tremendous  sensation  in  the  South  of  England,  and  the  local 
Press  and  public  discuss  with  much  speculation  the  probable 
result  of  the  inquest.  The  inquiry  was  opened  at  Ports- 
mouth on  February  8,  the  p  incipal  witness  being  Dr. 
Hamilton  Mary  Watson,  L.R.C.P.,  L.R.C.S.,  who  said  she  had 
been  one  of  the  resident  medical  officers  at  the  asylum  for 
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about  seven  months.    All  the  deceased  patients  were  under 
her  care,  and,  having  described  in  detail  the  condition  of 
■each  victim,  she  stated  that  in  such  cases  it  was  the  prac- 
tice to  give  sleeping-draughts.    On  Wednesday,  February  3, 
she  prescribed  draughts  for  five  patients.    The  prescriptions 
were  dispensed  by  herself  from  a  stock-solution  by  means  of 
•the  measure-glass.    Tha  witness  filled  the  bottles  from  the 
mixture  in   the  stock-bottle  in  each  case.     Each  of  the 
draughts  contained  30  gr.  of  chloral  hydrate,  30  gr.  of 
potassium  bromide,  and  water  to  2  oz.    The  stock-bottle, 
which  was  cmpounded  by  putting  in  5  oz.  of  chloral  and 
5  oz.  of  bromide  and  filling  up  the  bottle  with  water,  was 
kept  in  the  surgery,  and  she  was  absolutely  certain  she  had 
made  no  mistake  in  the  bottles.    It  was  the  duty  of  the 
medical  officers  to  fill  the  dispensing-bottle  [i  c,  make  the 
stock- solution. — Ed.],  but  the  head  attendant  sometimes 
•did  it.    She  herselt  had  filled  the  bottle  on  the  Monday 
bight.    She  kuew  nothing  of  the  bottle  being  empty  on  the 
Tuesday  night,  but  she  certainly  did  not  till  it  up  again 
between  the  Monday  and  the  Wednesday.    She  knew  well 
the  component  parts  of  bromide  and  chloral.    The  cnloral, 
which  was  really  a  solid,  was  su.  plied  to  the  institution  in 
liquid  form,  but  the  bromide  was  di.- solved  at  that  time.  A 
bottle  containing  pure  chloral  was  kepi  in  the  dispensary, 
but  she  never  took  chloral  from  it,  always  going  to  the  stock 
mixture.    Witness  made  all  the  prescriptions  up  herself  as  a 
rule,  and  the  draughts  were  entered  in  a  book  kept  for  the 
purpose  in  the  dispensary.    Her  only  explanation  as  to  the 
probable  cause  of  the  deaths  of  the  tour  patients  to  whom 
t  he  draughts  were  administered  (the  fifih  would  not  take  it) 
was  that  there  might  have  been  something  deleterious  in 
the  chloral.   The  coloral  might  have  decomposed  ;  she  could 
not  describe  it  scientifically.    Witness  dispensed  the  same 
draught  from  the  same  bottle  for  another  patient  on  the 
Tuesday,  and  there  were  no  ill  effects.    Dr.  Sydney  Kobeit 
Merry,  who  has  been  acting  superintendent  at  the  Asylum 
for  six  months,  in  the  course  of  his  evidence  said,  in  answf  r 
to  the  Coroner  (Mr.  T.  A.  Br^msdon),  that  there  was  no 
<lispenser  at  the  institution.    'J  he  medicines  were  dispense  1 
-by  the  medical  officers,  and  sometimes  by  Chief-attendant 
Adlam,  who  could  go  into  the  dispensary  when  he  liked. 
No  chloral  had  been  ordered  from  the  wholesale  druggists 
■since  April,  1902.    The  head-attendant  (Adlam)  was  closely 
■examined  by  the  Coroner  as  to  the  compounding  of  the  "dis- 
pensing bottle."    He  said  he  made  it  up  from  the  stock- 
bottle,  on  Monday,  February  1,  and  on  Tuesday  night,  about 
.seven,  the  bottle  was  empty.    Dr.  Watson,  in  her  evidence, 
!  aid  the  bottle  was  full  on  Wednesday  morning,  and  Adlam 
was  asked  if  he  could  explain  that.    He  said  he  could  not. 
The  ony  persons  having  access  to  the  surgery  were  the 
medical  officers  and  himself,  and  he  swore  positively  that  he 
•did  not  refill  the  bottle  after  Monday.    He  had  dispensed 
for  seventeen  years,  but  had  no  certificate.     He  did  not 
measure  the  pure  chloral  when  he  mixed  it  with  water,  but 
went  by  gue.-s  work  I    The  inquiry  was  adjourned  for  a 
week,  whei  the  analyst's  evidence  will  be  given. 

The  "Week's  Poisoaings. 

Thirteen  poisoning  fatalities  have  occurred  during  the 
past  week  of  which  we  have  definite  information,  five  of 
them  being  misadventures.  The  poisons  implicated  included 
the  unscheduled  poisons  hydrochloric  acid  (with  two  deaths), 
phosphorus,  and  copper  sulphate.  The  last  named  was  taken 
by  Annie  Chattaway  (55),  of  Sulihull,  whose  brother-in-law 
used  it  for  dressing  wheat.  A  child  at  Tutlley  named  Salt 
fucked  the  tops  off  a  number  of  matches,  and  died  from 
f>hosphoru<-poisoning.  Spirit  of  salt  was  taken  with  suicidal 
intent  by  Miss  Isabel  Cavie,  an  assi.-tant  schoolmistress  at 
Poole.  She  obtained  a 6  oz.  bottle  of  thehjdro'hloric  acid  from 
Mr.  T.  G  Aitken,  chemist,  Ashley  Road,  Branksome,  staging 
that  it  was  for  cleaning  vessels  that  had  become  corroded. 
Mr.  Aitken  told  the  Coroner  at  the  inquest  that,  although 
not  a  scheduled  poison,  he  always  treated  hydrochloric  acid 
as  such,  and  warned  the  young  lady  to  be  veiy  careful. — 
Arthur  Saunders  (49),  a  plumber,  of  Petetsfield,  committed 
suicide  by  first  swallowing  spirit  of  salt  and  then  cutting 
iiis  throat.  In  the  opinion  of  the  doctor  who  made  a 
poat-moitem  examination,  the  wounds  in  the  throat 
<^ouli  not  of  themselves  have  proved  fatal,  but 
that  death  was  the  result  of  corrosive  poisoning  — 
Laudanum  in  overdose  was  taken  (accidentally)  by  Robert 


Taylor  Mclnnes  at  Carlisle,  by  Joseph  Chappell  at  Sheffield, 
and  by  a  young  man  giving  the  name  of  "  Neville  "  who  was 
found  suffering  from  narcotic  poisoning  in  the  Charing 
Cross  Hotel,  and  subsequently  died  in  the  Charing  Cross 
Hospital.— Carbolic  acid  was  taken  by  Jane  Craig  (69),  of 
Carlisle.  The  poison  was  in  a  "  noggin  whisky  -  bottle  " 
with  a  poison-label  bearing  the  name  of  Mr.  Anthony  Nichol, 
pharmaceutical  chemist.  Mr.  Nichol,  in  his  evidence  at  the 
inque.-t,  said  the  bottle  produced  was  not  of  such  a  character 
as  he  now  sold  carbolic  acid  in  :  in  fact,  it  was  not  a  bottle 
that  he  used  at  all.  The  acid  had  probably  been  bought  at 
his  shop  a  considerable  time  ago,  or  the  bottle  had  been 
refilled  there  and  labelled  afresh.  He  produced  a  sample  of 
the  bottle  he  now  used  for  poisons.  Since  the  regulations  as 
to  the  sale  of  poisons  came  into  force  about  twelve  months 
ago  he  had  never  allowed  a  bottle  to  be  refilled  with  poison, 
but  had  always  made  it  a  rule  to  supply  new  ribbed  bottles. — 
A  Cranswick  innkeeper,  William  Wnelpton,  also  committed 
suicide  with  caibolic  acid.— Dr.  A  J.  Dolman,  resident  house- 
surgeon  of  the  Lincoln  General  Dispensary,  was  fout.d  lying 
on  his  bedroom  floor  with  a  hypodermic  syringe  by  his  side 
and  a  morpaine  bottle  in  his  room.  No  fewer  than  five 
medical  brethren  attempted  to  save  his  life,  but  without 
avail.  The  coroner's  jury  came  to  the  conclusion  that  he 
had  accidentally  injested  an  overdose  — Eouil  Beck,  a  Noi-ting 
Hill  printer,  imitated  Whitaker  Wright  by  poisoning  himself 
with  potassium  cyanide.— Jane  Hill  (59 j,  of  Birmingham, 
drank  a  solution  of  oxalic  acid  in  mistake  for  a  sleeping- 
draught,  and  died  shortly  afterwards.— A  coal  cirman  named 
George  Tegg  obtained  a  packet  of  Battle's  vermin-killer  from 
Mr.  H.  E.  Warden,  caemist,  Slough,  "to  poison  rats."  Tegg 
took  tbe  vermic-killer  himself  and  died  from  strychnine- 
poi-onirg. 


3rtab  mews. 


Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  Interesting 
to  the  trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor, 


"Window  Smash. 
At  Belfast  this  week  Mr.  James  Brown,  chemist,  20  North 
Street,  Belfast,  recovered  9/.  lis.  6d.  from  H.  Barr  &  Co.  for 
damages  to  shop-window  and  goods  caused  by  defendant's 
van  backing  into  the  window. 

Drinking  S.V.M. 
Last  week  the  Magistrates  sitting  at  the  Derry  Petty 
Sessions  drew  special  attention  to  the  prevalence  of  ether  or 
methylated-spirit  drinking  in  the  city,  in  the  hope  that  a 
check  may  be  placed  on  a  practice  which  seems  to  exist 
locally  to  a  very  la'ge  extent.  Several  assaults  and  other 
offences  have  been  traced  to  this  evil. 

New  Drug  lists  Promised. 

The  Local  Government  Board  have  issued  a  circular 
letter  to  the  various  Boards  of  Guardians  in  Ireland  statirg 
that  as  the  prescribed  lists  of  medicines  and  medical 
and  su-gical  appliances  are  now  in  course  of  revision,  and 
as  a  number  of  changes  a  e  contemplated  therein,  no  steps 
should  be  taken  in  regard  to  the  contracts  for  the  year 
1904-5  until  the  revised  lists  are  issued. 

The  Analyst's  Fee. 
The  Londonderry  County  Council  some  time  ago  offered 
Professor  Leebody  a  fee  of  10;;.  6i  per  sample  for  acting  as 
their  analyst,  but  he  refused  to  do  the  work  for  less  than  one 
guinea  per  sample.  The  Local  Government  Board  were 
appealed  to,  but  they  expressed  a  wish  not  to  intervene, 
except  to  state  that  the  remuneration  offered  wa«,  in  their 
opinion,  reasonable.  The  County  Council  have  decided  to 
adhere  to  their  terms. 

The  Poisons  Agitation. 
At  the  meeting  of  the  Ennis  Uiban  Council  last  week,  the 
following  letter  was  read  from  the  Pharmaceutical  Soc  ety 
of  Ireland  : 

Gentlemen,— The  attention  of  this  Society  having  been  called 
to  a  report  of  a  meeting  of  your  Council,  in  which  Mr.  Denis 
Roughan  (an  ironmonger)  is  stated  to  have  said  :  "  The  Pharma- 
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ceutical  Society  some  three  or  four  years  ago  had,  through  their 
influence,  passed  a  Bill  through  Parliament  prohibiting  the  sale 
of  poisons  by  any  save  druggists.  Sbeep-dip  or  agricultural  com- 
pounds were  not  supposed  to  be  included  in  this  Bill,  but  druggists 
took  advantage  of  the  Act,  and  instituted  prosecutions  against 
people  selling  sheep-dip."  I  am  directed  by  the  President  to 
inform  you  that  this  statement  is  contrary  to  fact.  The  only  Bill 
passed  on  behalf  of  the  druggists  was  1890 — thirteen  yeirs  ago — 
but  was  one  to  amend  the  Pharmacy  (Ireland)  Act,  1875,  which 
Act  confined  the  sale  of  poisons  and  poisonous  compounds  to 
pharmaceutical  chemists  in  the  future.  Prior  to  1875  the  sale  of  such 
articles  was  confined  to  chemists  and  druggists,'and  poisons  were  not 
sold  by  ironmongers  or  other  unqualified  traders.  In  1890  it  was 
stated  there  were  not  facilities  enough  for  the  purchase  of 
sheep-dips  and  poisons  used  in  making  same.  The  result  waB 
that  a  Bill— the  Pharmacy  Act  Amendment,  1890 — was  passed  to 
provide  a  grade  to  ba  called  registered  druggists.  This  grade  was 
specially  brought  into  existence  to  sell  sheep-dips  and  other 
poisons  used  by  farmers.  In  1891  practically  everyone  who  had 
sold  poisons  prior  to  1890  was  registered  under  the  new  Act. 
There  are  now  on  the  registry  of  this  Society,  1,391  persons 
qualified  to  keep  open  shops  for  the  sale  of  poisons,  as  well  as  a 
number  of  apothecaries.  Every  year  this  number  is  being  added 
to.  All  the  towns  in  Ireland  are  well  supplied  with  facilities  for 
obtaii  ing  sheep-dip,  cxttle-medicines,  &c.  Indeed,  there  are  very 
few  villages  in  Ireland  that  have  not  one  or  more  qualified  persons 
legally  entitled  to  sell  poisons,  and  keeping  open  shop  for  the 
purpose.  There  is,  therefore,  no  fear  of  farmers  or  others  in  the 
country  having  any  difficulty  in  promptly  securing  sheep-dip, 
cattle-medicines,  <fec,  in  their  own  neighbourhood.  In  Ennis 
alone  there  are  at  least  four  open  shops  conducted  by  qualified 
persons  where  poisons  can  be  obtained,  so  that  there  is  no  cause 
for  complaints.  Under  the  Sale  of  Poisons  Act,  1870,  sellers  have 
to  keep  a  register  in  which  they  must  enter  the  names  and 
addresses  of  persons  purchasing  certain  strong  poisons,  such  as 
arsenic,  so  that  in  the  event  of  crime  the  police  may  be  able  to 
trace  the  purchaser.  There  have  been  many  cases  of  cattle  and 
horses  be:ng  poisoned  by  arsenic  throughout  the  country ;  the 
sale  of  the  poison  could  not  be  traced,  as  it  was  freely  sold  by 
unqualified  persons.  Many  accidents  have  occurred  through 
ignorant  persons  dealing  in  poisons ;  whilst  many  accidents  and 
suicides  have  been  prevented  by  the  care  used  by  the  trained  and 
qualified  sellers.  It  is,  therefore,  in  the  interests  of  the  farmers 
and  the  public  that  there  should  be  some  restrictions  on  the  sale 
of  poison.  Quite  recently  enough  white  arsenic  to  poison  800 
persons  was  sold  to  one  person  in  Ballinasloe,  without  any  pre- 
cautions being  taken.  From  the  foregoing  facts  you  will  see  that 
the  statement  quoted  in  the  beginning  of  this  letter  is  quite 
unfounded  and  devoid  of  truth,  and  evidently  made,  net  in  the 
interest  of  farmers,  but  of  interested  traders  who  want  to  sell 
poison  but  are  not  qualified  to  do  so.  At  present,  ironmongers, 
seedsmen,  and  others  in  England  are  agitating  to  ba  allowed — 
without  any  special  training  or  examination— to  sell  the  most 
virulent  poisons  without  any  restrictions,  and  your  Board  is 
apparently  being  used  to  help  them  to  attain  this  object.  I  note 
that  the  Ennis  Urban  Council,  when  giving  contracts,  take  care 
that  the  work  is  done  only  by  "regular  tradesmen,"  and  I  hope 
you  may  be  pleased  in  the  same  way  to  support  the  qualified 
chemists,  who  have  to  undergo  a  regular  apprenticeship  of  four 
year.-,  and  afterwards  pass  a  qualifying  examination,  before  being 
allowed  to  sell  poisons,  and  this  solely  in  the  public  interest. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Gentlemen,  your  obedient  Servant, 

Arthub  P.  Febball,  Registrar. 

Mr.  Roughan  said  the  letter  only  gave  one  side  of  the 
ques  ion.  The  ironmongers  only  wanted  permission  to  sell 
this  poisoa  in  sealed  packages,  and  they  proposed  only  to 
sell  poisons  used  for  agricultural  purposes.  He  thonght  it 
was  n^ver  intended  that  the  sale  of  sheep-dip  should  be 
limited  to  chemists,  but  they  took  advantage  of  the  Act  to 
do  .*o.  The  Chairman  said  they  ought  to  support  Mr. 
Roughan  in  the  attitude  he  took  up.  Mr.  Ahern :  Where 
are  the  qualified  chemists  in  co.  Clare  ?  Mr.  Roughan  said 
there  was  not  a  qualified  chemist's  shop  from  Ennis  to 
Kilrush  on  the  one  side,  or  to  Kilbaba  and  Ballyroughan  on 
the  other,  and  there  were  several  parts  of  the  county  where 
it  wou'd  be  impossible  to  get  this  sheep-dip  without  travel- 
ling close  on  twenty  miles  for  it. 

Mr.  Honan  said  he  understood  from  the  letter  that  people 
who  were  not  qualified  could  sell  sheep-dip  if  they  made  an 
application  and  got  registered. 

Mr.  Roughan  said  with  regard  to  that,  any  person  selling 
poisonN  in  1875  were  permitted  to  continue  selling  them,  bus 
in  the  case  at  Ennis  when  Mr.  Rynne  died  his  son  was  not 
allowed  to  continue  selling  poisons. 

Mr.  HoDan  :  If  you  make  an  application  you  can  sell. 

Mr  Roughan  :  Yes,  if  I  spend  four  or  five  years  at  it 
learning  the  business.  i 


Mr.  Honan :  The  letter  must  be  entirely  wrong  at  that 
rate. 

After  some  further  discussion,  a  resolution  was  adopted 
stating  that  the  Council  saw  no  grounds  to  depart  from  its 
former  resolution. 


Scotch  IRewe. 


Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Photographies. 

The  Carluke  Photographic  Association  held  their  first 
open  exhibition  on  Saturday,  January  30,  Mr.  W.  J.  B.  Halley, 
of  Messrs.  Raimes,  Clark  &  Co.,  Edinburgh,  acting  as  judge. 

Personal. 

Mrs.  Dr.  Coull  acted  as  one  of  the  chaperons  at  the 
Edinburgh  Forfarshire  assembly  last  week,  and  Mr.  J.  Gordon 
Nicolson,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  Hanover  Street,  perfumed 
the  programmes  with  "  some  peculiarly  sweet  essence." 

The  George  Don  Memorial. 

Since  the  Forfar  Town  Council  has  refused  a  site  in  Reid 
Park  for  the  memorial  to  George  Don,  the  Forfar  botanist,  it 
is  suggested  that  a  better  site  would  be  the  summit  of  Bal- 
mashanner,  and  the  "  Evening  Telegraph  "  prints  a  sketch 
showing  how  well  it  would  look  there.  Another  feasible 
site  is  the  square  in  front  of  Ward  Bank  House,  close  to 
the  scene  of  Don's  labours,  and  where  his  nursery  was. 

The  Missing  Letter. 

Mr.  Samuel  Lawrence,  chemist,  Oban,  had  a  missing-letter 
competition  in  his  "  West  Highland  Almanac "  for  1904, 
which  produced  544  replies.  The  missing  letter  was  the"i" 
in  "  furniture-cream,"  and  the  winner  of  the  first  prize  (II-} 
was  Miss  Kate  Ferguson,  jo£  Connel. 

The  Kinninmont  Prize. 
The  annual  competition  for  this  prize  will  be  held  in  a  few 
months.  Mr.  W.  L.  Currie,  223  Byres  Road,  Glasgow,  will 
supply  particulars.  The  subjects  of  the  examination  are 
botany,  magnetism,  and  electricity,  and  names  of  intending 
competitors  must  be  submitted  before  the  end  of  April. 

Poisonings. 

At  Kirkcaldy,  on  February  4,  Thomas  Henderson  Kelly,  a 
loftsman,  died  as  a  result,  it  is  supposed,  of  poisoning  from 
an  overdose  of  laudanum. 

Two  cases  of  laudanum-poisoning,  both  of  which  resulted 
fatally,  were  reported  to  the  Edinburgh  police  on  February  4. 
A  young  man  named  Walter  McLean,  employed  as  a  reader's 
copvhoMer,  was  found  dead  in  bed,  death  being  due  to 
poisoning  by  laudanum.  William  Robb  (51),  a  cabman,  was 
found  unconscious.  He  was  conveyed  with  all  haste  to  the 
Royal  Infirmary  by  another  cabman,  but  died  soon  after 
reachirjg  that  institution  from  laudanum-poisoning. 

Business  Changes. 

Mr.  G.  T.  Ferrie,  chemist  and  dru^ist,  has  acquired  the 
business  of  Messrs.  D.  Lister  &  Co.,  Kirkliston. 

Mr.  Alex.  McRae,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  purchased 
from  <Mr  A.  Naysmith,  chemist  and  druggist,  his  branch 
shop  in  Arbroath. 

Messrs.  William  Lyle  &  Co.,  chemists,  Berwick-on-Tweed,. 
have  disposed  of  their  retail  business  to  Mr.  E.  Er.-kine, 
chemist  and  druggist,  but  will  continue  their  wholesale 
branch  at  51  East  Street,  Bersvick-on-Tweed. 

Edinburgh  Chemists'  Golf  Club. 

The  annual  general  meeting  of  this  club  was  held  at 
36  York  Place,  Edinburgh,  on  Tuesday,  February  9,  the 
Captain  (Mr.  W.  B.  Cowie),in  the  chair.  The  Treasurer's  and 
Secretary's  reports  were  satisfactory.  11.  Is.  was  voted  to 
the  Pharmaceutical  Benevolent  Jund.  The  following  office- 
bearers were  elected  for  the  year  :  Hon.  President,  Mr.  Robert 
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Dick;  Captain,  Mr.  W.  B.  Cowie;  Secretary,  Mr.  James  Stott ; 
Assistant-Secretary,  Mr.  J.  G.  Robb  ;  Treasurer,  Mr.  C.  F. 
Henry ;  Committee,  Messrs.  Wm.  Lyon,  H.  D.  Alexander, 
Jas.  Anderson,  A.  S.  Birnic,  A.  McCutcheon,  George 
Robertson,  and  James  Finlay. 

Glasgow  Notes. 

A  local  chemist  of  antiquarian  tastes,  who  has  been 
grubbing  among  the  historic  documents  of  the  city,  hopes 
some  day  to  give  an  account  of  the  old  apothecaries  and 
druggists  of  Glasgow. 

Electrotherapy  threatens  still  further  to  diminish  the 
chemist's  business.  A  number  of  Glasgow  doctors  are  now 
treating  all  kinds  of  diseases  with  high-frequency  currents, 
but  professional  opinion  is  much  divided  on  the  subject. 

A  quantity  of  bisulphide  of  carbon  caught  fire  in  a  boot- 
shop  on  the  South  Side  on  January  5.  The  fire-brigade  was 
called  in,  and  the  Dimes  were  extinguished  before  much 
damage  was  done.  The  shop-girl  was  rendered  unconscious 
by  inhaling  the  fumes,  and  after  being  attended  by  a  doctor 
was  removed  to  the  Victoria  Infirmary. 

A  young  man  named  Hunter  was  at  Glasgow  on  Feb- 
ruary 8  sentenced  to  twelve  months'  imprisonment  for 
drugging  a  Pollokshaws  man,  and  subsequently  attempting 
to  steal  from  him.  Accused  administered,  or  caused  to  be 
administered,  to  the  man  a  quantity  of  chloral  hydrate, 
wheieby  he  became  unconscious.  Sheriff  Boyd,  in  passing 
sentence,  warned  accused  not  to  meddle  with  drugs  unless 
he  wanted  to  find  himself  in  the  High  Court. 

Memorial  to  James  "Watt. 

An  important  and  influential  movement  is  on  foot  having 
for  its  object  the  erection  of  a  memorial  to  James  Watt  in 
Greenock,  the  place  of  his  birth.  A  committee,  consisting  of 
the  Provost  and  Magistrates  of  Greenock  (ex  officii^),  Provost 
Anderson,  Dr.  James  Wallace,  and  Messrs.  T.  L.  Paterson, 
F.I.C.,  F.G.S.,  Ryrie  Orr,  M.A.,  John  Rodger,  J.P.,  and  Colin 
MacCulloch  (  Town  Clerk),  has  been  formed,  with  Mr.  Andrew 
Carnegie,  of  Skibo,  as  the  representative  of  the  United 
States  ;  and  circulars  have  been  issued  broadcast  asking  for 
subscriptions  to  enable  a  fitting  memoriil  to  the  great 
inventor  to  be  erected.  Watt  daring  his  lifetime  was 
closely  identified  with  the  chemical-industry  of  the  district. 
The  introduction  into  this  country  of  the  manufacture  of 
bleaching-powder  is  attributed  to  a  visit  paid  by  Watt  and 
an  ancesLor  of  Sir  Charles  Tennant's  to  a  chtmical-manufac- 
turer's  in  Paris.  Subscriptions  may  be  sent  to  the  Treasurer, 
Mr.  John  Rodger,  The  C.ydesdale  Bank  (Limited),  Greenock. 

Liquidation  Proceedings. 

In  the  Court  of  Session,  Edinburgh,  on  February  5,  a 
petition  came  before  the  J udges  of  the  First  Division,  in 
which  Mrs.  Isabella  Mathie,  wife  of  an  Edinburgh  banker, 
sought  an  order  for  the  winding-up  of  the  Scottish  Drug 
Depot  (Limited),  and  for  the  appointment  of  a  liquidator. 
The  Scottish  Drug  Depot  was  registered  under  the  Com- 
panies Acts  in  November,  1892,  to  carry  on  the  businesses  of 
wholesale,  retail,  and  manufacturing  chemists  and  druggists, 
druggists'  sundriesmen,  and  dealers  in  tea,  soaps,  perfumery, 
and  general  articles  of  domestic  use.  The  nominal  capital 
was  10.000/.  in  11.  shares,  of  which  5,9  >5  were  issued  and 
fully  paid  up.  The  petitioner  is  a  debenture-holder  of  the 
company  to  the  extent  of  500Z.,  and  the  interest  of  15/.  due 
on  November  11  last  has  not  been  paid.  She  stated  that 
debentures  to  the  extent  of  950/.  had  been  issued  and  that 
the  company  was  indebted  to  these  debenture-holders,  and 
to  other  persons.  The  creditors  had  been  pressing  for  pay- 
ment of  their  debts,  bills  were  falling  due,  and  actions  were 
threatened  against  the  company.  Petitioner  said  her  applica- 
tion was  supported  by  creditors  to  the  extent  of  1,950/.  Answers 
were  lodged  to  the  petition  by  Messrs.  Burgyne,  Burbidges 
&  Co.,  wholesale  druggists,  12  Coleman  Street,  London,  who 
are  ordinary  trade  c  editors  for  163/.  9s.  Id.  They  state 
that  there  is  no  reason  for  representing  the  company  as 
unable  to  pay  its  debts.  They  were  informed  that  the  com- 
pany is  perfectly  solvent,  and  in  a  position  to  meet  all  its 
liabilities  as  they  fell  due,  the  surplus  of  assets  over  present 
liabilities  being  '3,925'.  They  denied  that  the  company  was 
embar/assed  by  creditors,  or  that  any  action  had  been 
taken  or  threatened  by  any  of  the  creditors.    Th2y  suggested 


that  a  meeting  of  the  shareholders  should  be  convened  to 
ascertain  their  wishes  before  winding-up  the  company.  The 
petition  and  answers  were  sent  to  the  summary  roll  for  dis- 
cussion, but  the  petitioner  on  February  3  presented  a  note 
pointing  out  that  no  official  liquidator  had  been  or  could  be 
appointed.  An  additional  statement  was  put  in  to  the  effect 
that  petitioner,  besides  beiDg  a  creditor  for  515/.  as  already 
stated,  held  575  fully-paid  shares  in  the  company.  The 
only  means  by  which  the  creditors  and  shareholders  could 
realise  the  money  due  to  them  was  by  preserving  the  busi- 
ness and  selling  it  as  a  going  concern.  There  were  un- 
secured creditors  to  the  extent  of  2,195/.  who  concurred  with 
her  in  presenting  this  application,  and  they  comprised  all 
the  principal  creditors  of  the  company,  and  the  majority  of 
those  financially  iaterested  in  the  assets.  Since  the  answers 
were  lodged  the  company  had  been  made  notour  bankrupt 
in  virtue  of  an  expired  charge  on  a  decree  at  the  instance  of 
Dobson,  Molle  &  Co.  (Limited),  wholesale  stationers,  Edin- 
burgh, for  the  balance  of  rent  due  on  one  of  their  shops. 
Bills  had  fallen  due,  two  poindings  had  been  executed,  and 
there  was  a  balance  of  rent  of  80/.  due  on  their  wholesale 
premises.  Petitions  asking  the  winding-up  of  the  company 
had  also  been  presented  by  Messrs.  H.  Bronnley  &  Co. 
(Limited),  soap-manufacturers,  31  and  35  Danbury  Street, 
Islington,  and  also  by  Dobson,  Molle  &  Co.  (Limited)  The 
Judges  ordered  answers  to  Mrs.  Mathie's  note  in  two  days, 
but  none  were  lodged ;  and  on  February  5  Mr.  Muaro,  for  the 
petitioner,  asked  their  Lordships  to  appoint  a  provisional 
liquidator.  This  was  opposed  by  Mr.  A.  J.  Young,  for 
Messrs.  Burgoyne,  Burbidges  &  Co.,  who  argued  that  the 
petition  should  take  its  ordinary  course,  there  being  no 
necessity  for  haste.  The  Judges  appointed  Mr.  J.  A. 
Durham  Robertson,  C.A.,  and  Mr.  James  Craig,  C.A.,  as 
liquidators. 


jfrencb  1Rew0. 

(Prom  our  Paris  Correspondent.) 


The  Federation  of  Associations  of  French  Pharmacy 
Assistants  seems  on  a  fair  way  towards  attainment ;  it  is 
stated  that;  the  printed  statutes  will  shortly  be  deposited  at 
the  Prefecture  of  the  Seine.  The  Paris,  Limoges,  Le  Havre, 
Algiers  AsiOciations,  &c,  are  among  the  adhereats. 

The  Paris  Pharmacy  Assistants'  Association  "re- 
newed their  committee"  at  the  Annual  General  Asembly 
last  month.  MM.  Diem,  Desmur,  Mourner,  Gallon,  Boin, 
and  Pellerin  were  elected  Councillors  ;  five  ne  v  members 
were  admitted,  and  the  usual  reports  read.  M.  Rouelle  (late 
Secretary-General  of  the  Association)  died  recently,  at  the 
age  of  thirty-two,  leaving  a  wife  and  two  infants.  MM. 
Reynaud  and  Diem  represented  the  Association  at  his 
funeral. 

The  Rights  and  Wrongs  of  Pharmacy.— M.  Bogelot, 
the  well-known  barrister,  publishes  a  strong  article  in  the 
"  Union  Pharmaceutique  "  respecting  the  Bourges  c  si.  It 
was  bad  enough,  says  he.  that  the  Bench  at  Grenoble  and 
Marseilles  should  hold  that  benefit  societies  might  keep 
open  shop,  so  long  as  their  manager  was  a  pharmacist.  But 
at  least  this  protected  the  public,  although  i,  reduced 
the  pharmacist  to  be  the  salaried  servant  of  a  society.  But 
the  Bourges  Bench,  in  laying  down  that  a  nun,  innocent  of 
the  pharmaceutical  art,  may  keep  a  pharmacy,  so  long  as  she 
does  not  actually  distribute  medicines  to  the  general  public, 
seems  to  open  a  dismal  vista  to  the  man  who  has  spe>  t,  as 
M.  Bogelot  says\  "  one  capital  "  to  study  and  take  his  diploma, 
and  a  second  to  buy  a  business. 

The  Effacement  of  Tattooing  by  chemical  means  was 
recently  mentioned  in  these  columns.    Berthe  Curmont  went 
one  better.    Beautifally  tattooed  from  shoulder  to  wrist,  her 
identification  seemed  singularly  simplified.    She  purchased 
"  pensils  devised  by  cunning  chemists "  (thus  the  police- 
,  court  reporter  puts  it)  which  temporarily  effaced  the  tell-tale 
1  marks.  Then  she  extended  lavish  hospitality  to  the  stupider 
sex,  who  usually  departed,  minus  gold  watch  or  bank-notes, 
to  lodge  a  complaint  at  the  police  station  for  "  entolase." 
Called  before  the  police  commissary,  Berthe  would  say,  "It's 
a  case  of  mistaken  identity.    Ask  the  gentlemen  if  there's 
I  anything  special  abont  my  arms."    "Nothing  whatever,'' 
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replied  the  victim.  "  Then  look  at  this,  Monsieur  le  Com- 
missaire,"  Berthe  would  reply,  baring  hers  to  the  elbow,  and 
she  was  discharged.  But  the  pitcher  which  goes  often  to 
the  well  is  broken  at  last :  someone  "  split  "  on  her,  and  she  is 
now  in  durance  vile. 


Hmedcan  Botes. 


Rubber  Still  Advancing. — The  United  States  Rubber 
Company  will  announce  its  1904  prices  on  February  1  (.'ays 
the  "  New  York  Commercial "),  and  it  is  understood  they 
will  represent  a  sub-tantial  advance.  The  trade  is  looking 
for  a  5  per  cent,  advance,  but  it  may  be  10  per  cent,  or  more, 
crude  rubber  being  15o.  per  lb.  higher  now  than  it  was  last 
year. 

The  Baltimore  Fire — It  is  probable  that  the  reports 
of  the  enormous  amount  of  damage  done  by  the  great  Are  at 
Baltimore,  on  February  7  and  8,  will  be  found  to  have  been 
considerably  exaggerated.  Estimates  of  the  damage  done 
are  given  as  varying  from  40,C0000fU  to  6O,00O,00OZ.  ;  and 
an  area  of  about  two  square  miles,  comprising  almost  all  the 
business  portion  of  the  city,  is  said  to  have  been  laid  waste. 
If  that  be  so,  it. is  curious  that  no  definite  particulars  of 
damage  done  to  any  of  the  numerous  drug  and  chemical 
firms  located  in  the  Maryland  city  have  as  yet  reached  this 
country.  There  are  several  drug  and  propiietary  houses  in 
Baltimore  well  known  in  this  country,  but,  so  far,  no  state- 
ment of  actual  damage  done  has  been  received.  The 
Emerson  Drug  Company  (manufacturers  of  bromo-seltzer 
and  various  other  preparations)  have  large  business-premises 
in  the  city,  but  the  London  agents  of  the  company  (Messrs. 
John  Morgan  Richards  &  Sons,  Limited)  have  no  intimation 
of  anything  untoward  haviDg  occurred.  It  is  probable,  how- 
ever, that  should  they  happen  to  be  involved,  the  Emerson 
Co.  are  too  occupied  to  cable,  knowing  that  stocks  in 
London  are  plentiful  enough.  The  headquarters  of  the 
Resinol  Chemical  Company  are  in  Baltimore,  and  the  only 
information  that  has  reached  Mr.  Buffham,  the  London 
manager,  is  that  the  Resinol  Chemical  Company's  premises 
have  escaped.  Inquiries  at  the  London  branch  of  the 
Charles  A.  Vogeler  Company  elicit  the  fact  that  no  special 
mention  of  the  "  occurrence  "  has  reached  London,  and,  on 
the  principle  that  "  no  news  is  good  news,"  it  is  taken  for 
granted  that  all  is  well.  Other  well-known  firms  in  Baltimore 
are  Gilpin,  Langdon  &  Co.,  wholesale  druggists  and  drug- 
millers  ;  and  Sharp  &  Dohme,  manufacturing  pharmaceutical 
chemists.  A  London  morning  paper  mentions  that  the  ware- 
houses of  the  "  Carrollton  Chemical  Co."  and  the  "Stanly 
Drug  Co.,"  "  filled  with  chemicals  and  inflammable  materials," 
were  destroyed.  Of  the  existence  of  these  two  companies 
we  have  no  authentic  record,  but  probably  we  shall  be  able  to 
glean  a  few  definite  facts  regarding  the  disaster  within  the 
next  few  days. 


Grace  Botes. 


Hypodermic-tabloid  Case. —Messrs  Buroughs  Well- 
come &  Co.  send  us  particulars  of  the  hypodermic-tabloid 

pocket-case  (No.  21),  wnich 
they  inform  us  is  nosv^issued 
in  guDmetal  for  medical 
men  who  prefer  aa  aseptic 
hypodermic  outfit.  The  out- 
side measurements  are  given 
as  3|  by  by  ^  inches,  indi 
eating  thac  the  case  is  small 
enough  to  be  carried  in  the 
waistcoat-pocket.  The  fittings 
of  the  Cise  are  a  special 
detachable  nickel-plated  asep- 
tic frame  and  revolving  rack 
for  nine  tubes  of  "tabloid" 
hypodermic  products,  capsule 
of  etter,  glas--stoppered  and  capped  phial,  the  B.  W.  &  Co. 
all-glass  ateptic  hypodermic  syrirge,  and  one  exploring  and 
two  regular  needles. 


A  Special  Offer  of  4-oz.  sticks  of  "  Wilko "  brand 
liquorice  is  made  in  our  advertisement-columns  this  week  by 
Messrs.  Wilkinson  &  Co.,  of  Pontefract. 

Tablets  in  Bulk.— After  the  cover  of  this  issue  went  to 
press  we  received  from  Messrs.  Allen  &  Hanburys  (Limited) 
corrections  of  their  prices  for  saccharin  tablets,  which 
(instead  of  7s.  9d„  19*.  3d  ,  and  36^.  lOd.  per  dozen)  should  be 
3it.  6d.,  6s.  9d.,  lis.,  and  256-.  6d.  per  dozen. 


Business  Changes. 

A  branch  has  been  opened  at  7  Lewers  Terrace,  Hove,  by 
Boots'  Cash  Chemists  Southern  (Limited). 

Mr.  C.  N.  Coles,  chemist  and  druggist,  late  of  Hornsey, 
has  purchased  The  Pharmacy  at  South  Merstham,  Surrey. 

A  High-class  Modern  Pharmacy  has  been  opened  afe 
87  Victoria  Road,  Darlington,  by  Mr.  B.  Millar,  chemist  and 
druggist. 

Mr.  F.  T.  Roper,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  has  bought  the 
business  of  Mr.  T.  H.  V.  Morris,  chemist  and  druggist,  at 
7  High  Street,  Kington,  Hereford. 

Mr.  T.  E.  Hughes,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  acquired 
from  Mr.  G.  E  Gratton,  chemist  and  druggist,  Rhyl,  the 
branch  business  at  High  Street,  Prestatyn,  which  Mr.  Hughes 
has  managtd  since  it  was  opened  two  years  ago. 

Mr.  D.  Morgan,  who  was  for  many  years  with  Messrs. 
Hicks  &  Co.,  chemi-ts  and  druggists,  Cardiff,  has  taken  over 
from  them  the  oM-established  business  formerly  carried  on 
by  Mr.  J.  Munday  at  tbe  corner  of  Duke  Street  and  High 
Street.  Mr.  Morgan  is  trading  under  the  title  of  D.  Morgan. 
&  Co. 

Mr.  T.  E.  Rossiter,  chemist  and  diuggist,  of  Bampton. 
Street,  Tiverton,  has  taken  over  the  business  conducted  at 
Bridge  Street,  Tiverton,  for  many  years  by  the  late  Mr, 
Henry  Wood.  Mr.  Wood  and  his  father  had  between  them 
carried  on  business  in  one  shop  for,  something  like;  ninety 
years,  and  Mr.  Rossiter  will  continue  it  as  a  branch. 

Mr.  Hector  Gray,  of  Messrs.  Donald  Gray  &  Sons,  36 
and  37  Mincing  Lace,  London,  E.C.,  announces  that  owing 
to  various  circumstances  he  has  placed  his  books  in  the 
hands  of  Mes.-rs.  Hutchins  &  Plowman,  chartered  accountants, 
11  Pancras  Lane,  E  C  ,  and  will  call  a  meeting  of  creditors 
at  as  early  a  date  as  possible.  Messrs.  Donald  Kemp  Gray 
and  William  Anderson  Gray,  who  have  been  managers  of 
the  concern,  intimate  that  they  have  made  arrangenn  nts  to- 
work  with  Messrs.  Jenkm  &  Phillips,  14  Mincing  Lane,  E.C. 


£raoe*marfcs  HppHeo  jfor. 

Objections  to  tbe  registration  of  any  ol  tbe  undermentioned  app1  cations- 
should  be  lodged  with  0.  N.  Dalton,  Esq.,  O.B.,  Comptroller-General  e  f 
Patents,  Designs,  and  Trade-marks,  at  the  Patent  Office,  25  Southamptt  ii 
Buildings,  Chancery  Lane,  London,  W.O.,  within  one  month  of  tl  e 
dates  mentioned.  The  objection  must  be  stated  on  Trade  marks 
Form  J,  cost,  £1,  obtainable  thiougb  any  men'  y-order  office. 


(From  the  "  Trade-marlcs  Journal,"  January  13,  1904.) 
"Queta";  for  chemicals.    By  H.  Dawson,  34  Norfolk  Street 
Strand.  269,245. 

"  Gilderoi  "  ;  for  a  gold  paint.  BylEllam  Jones  &  Co.  (Limited), 
Markeaton  Mills,  Derby.  258,879. 

Combination  of  devices  (man  dehing  in  a  field  and  the  word 
"  Thorough  ");  for  ihemicals.  By  T.  Gardner  &  Sons- 
(Limited),  44  Dean  Street,  New  castle-  on-Tyne.  259,102. 

"  Boskoma  "  ;  for  chemicals.  By  W.  T.  Wilforj,  Harper-Adams 
Agricultural  College,  Newport,  Salop.  258,189. 

"  Thoraxine  "  ("Thorax"  disclaimed);  for  a  veterinary  medi- 
cine. By  W.  E.  G.  Johnson,  63  Lupus  Street,  i'milico- 
253,742. 

Device  and  the  word  "Cyi.lin";  for  chemicals.  By  Jeyes' 
Sanitary  Compounds  Company  (Limited),  64  Cannou  Street, 
E.C.  258,990. 

"  Restoricus  "  ("Restore"  disclaimed';  fcr  a  ringwrrm  ancl| 
scalp  ointment.    By  W.  B.  Norris,  10  Aliwal  Road,  Clapham 
Junction,  S.W.  2o9.1t3. 
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pharmaceutical  Society  of  3reIano. 


COUNCIL-MEETING. 

I 'HE  Council  met  at  67  Lower  Mount  Street,  Dublin,  on 
Wednesday,  February  3,  at  three  o'clock.  The  chair  was 
taken  by  the  President  (Mr  Johnston  Montgomery,  Belfast), 
and  the  other  members  present  were  the  Vice-President  (Mr. 
Wells),  and  Messrs.  Beggs,  Vincent  Johnston,  Thomas  Batt, 
G.  Brown,  P.  Kelly,  Goldon,  J.  Smith,  J.  E.  Connor,  J.  N. 
Moffat,  D.  W.  Watson,  and  James  Tate,  and  Drs.  Walsh  and 
Whitla  (Monagban). 

A  letter  from  the  Registrar  notified 

The  Death  of  Sir  Edward  Hodgson,  J.P., 

one  of  the  original  members  of  the  Society.  The  President 
accordingly  moved  a  resolution  of  deej3  regret  and  sympathy 
with  Lady  Hodgson  and  her  daughter  in  their  bereavement. 
Sir  Edward  Hodgson  was,  he  said,  one  of  the  few  original 
members  of  the  Society  who  not  only  continued  to  take  an 
interest  in  its  affairs,  but  worked  for  the  Society,  giving  his 
time  and  energies  for  its  advancement  from  the  time  of  its 
inception.  He  was  the  first  Honorary  Treasurer  of  the  Society, 
and  retained  that  onerous  position  for  over  twenty  years.  To 
him  to  a  great  extent  was  due  the  healthy  financial  position 
that  the  Society  held  at  the  present  time.  A  gentleman  of 
great  business  ability,  he  inspired  confidence  in  all  with 
whom  he  came  into  contact,  and  in  his  manners  was  kind  and 
i-ympathetic.  When,  th  ough  failing  health  and  advancing 
years,  he  found  it  necessary  to  retire  from  the  treasurership, 
i  he  Council  received  his  resignation  with  unanimous  regret, 
but  at  the  same  time  with  the  expression  of  a  hope  that  he 
would  still  be  spared  many  years  amongst  them,  and  that 
they  would  continue  to  have  the  advantage  of  his  clear  in- 
tellect in  the  conduct  of  their  business.  It  was  now  their 
duty  to  erase  his  name  from  the  list  of  members,  but  it 
would  live  in  the  records  of  the  Society. 

The  Vice-President  said  he  desired  to  second  the  reso- 
lution which  had  been  so  feelingly  proposed  by  the  President. 
The  late  Sir  Edward  Hodgson  was  an  intimate  fiiend  of  his 
(Mr.  Wells's)  father  ;  they  served  their  time  together,  and 
were  friends  through  life,  so  that  he  (the  Vice-President)  had 
known  him  from  the  time  he  was  a  very  little  boy.  As 
a  member  of  the  Society  he  came  very  largely  into  contact 
with  him,  and  he  could  endorse  every  word  that  had  been 
said  by  the  President  as  to  the  interest  he  took  in  the 
(Society.  His  great  desire  from  the  fir.t  formation  of  the 
Socieiy  was  that  they  should  get  out  of  "lodging?."  They 
first  met  in  the  College  of  Physicians,  where  they  were  only 
lodgers.  Then  they  moved  into  rooms,  and  the  late 
Treasurer  never  ceased  working  his  level  best  to  save  up 
money  in  order  that  they  might  have  a  house  of  their  own. 
Some  of  them  thought  that  the  money  ought  to  be  spent  on 
prosecutions  ;  but  whilst  Sir  Edward  Horigson  had  every 
sympathy  with  that  department  of  their  work,  he  still 
thought  that  they  ought  to  have  a  home,  and  insisted  on 
saving  their  resources  for  that  purpose.  To  him  was  it 
largely  due  that  they  had  been  able  to  purcha-e  the  house  in 
which  they  were.  He  continued  for  twenty  years  an  active 
membjr  of  the  Society ;  and  it  was  only  when  advancing 
years  compelled  him  to  give  up  the  work  that  he  severed  his 
connection  with  them.  They  endeavoured  to  induce  him  to 
continue  to  be  a  member  of  the  Council,  but  he  declined,  not 
wishing  to  hold  the  pos.tion  when  he  could  not  do  any  work. 
He  was  most  successful  both  in  business  and  in  public  life. 
The  late  Oaeen,  on  the  occasion  of  her  visit  to  Ireland,  was 
pleased  to  confer  the  honour  of  knighthood  upon  him,  and 
he  bore  it  with  dignity  and  honour  to  himself  to  his  grave  in 
his  eighty-fifth  year. 

The  following  motion  was  then  passed  unanimously  : 

That  the  members  of  the  Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
of  Ireland  have  heard  with  deep  sorrow  of  the  death  of  their 
old  friend,  Sir  Edward  M.  Hodgson,  J.P.,  who  for  twenty  years 
was  the  Treasurer  of  the  Society,  and  for  twenty-two  years  a 
valued  and  respected  colleague,  and  one  who  took  deep  interest 
in  everything  that  was  for  the  benefit  of  the  Society.  The  Council 
desires  to  place  on  record  its  appreciation  of  his  valued  services, 
and  to  express  sincere  sympathy  with  his  widow  and  family  in 
their  ead  bereavement. 


Mrs.  White's  Death. 

The  President  said  that  since  the  last  meeting  of  the 
Council  one  of  their  members,  Mr.  White,  of  Sligo,  had 
suffered  a  domestic  bereavement  in  the  death  of  his  wife. 
He  moved  that  the  following  expression  of  sympathy  should 
be  conveyed  to  Mr.  White  : 

That  this  Council  has  heard  with  deep  regret  of  the  death  of 
Mrs.  White,  wife  of  their  esteemed  colleague,  Mr.  P.  N.  White, 
J. P.,  and  desire  to  convey  to  him  their  sincere  sympathy  with 
him  in  his  sad  bereavement. 

Mr.  Beggs  seconded  the  motion,  which  passed  unanimously. 

Correspondence. 

The  Sanitary  Institute  invited  the  Council  to  send 
delegates  to  the  Congress  at  Glasgow  in  July.  Professor 
Tichborne,  Dr.  Walsh,  and  Dr.  Watt  (Belfast),  were  nominated 
as  delegates. 

A  letter  from  Mr.  George  E.  Skerry  intimated  that  the  City 
School  of  Chemistry,  London,  had  been  closed.  The  name 
was  ordered  to  be  removed  from  the  list  of  schools  recognised. 

Donations  were  received  from  the  Missouri  Botanical 
Garden  of  a  copy  of  their  fourteenth  report,  1903,  and  from 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain  of  a  copy  of 
their  Calendar  for  1904.    Thanks  were  voted  to  the  donors. 

School  Prizes. 

The  Vice-President  stated  that  the  question  of  giving 
prizes  to  the  students  in  the  Society's  materia  medica  and 
botany  schools  had  been  referred  to  a  committee  in  order  that 
a  scheme  might  be  drawn  up.  The  committee  felt  it 
necessary  tc  take  the  opinions  of  the  two  professors  before 
making  a  report,  which  they  hoped  to  do  at  the  next 
meetiDg. 

Some  other  matters  having  be:n  disposed  of,  the  business 
of  the  Council  concluded. 

Pharmacy  Acts  Amemuiekt. 

At  four  o'clock  a  special  committee  of  the  whole  Council 
sat  to  consider  the  question  of  obtaining  an  amendment  of 
the  Pharmacy  Acts.  The  committee  will  report  to  the  next 
monthly  meeting  of  the  Council. 


personalities 


At  Pontypridd,  the  Presidency  of  the  Liberal  Club  has 
been  conferred  upon  Mr.  D.  Arnott,  the  well-known  pharma- 
ceutical chemist. 

Liect.-Colonel  Clifford  Probyn,  Mayor  of  the  City  of 
Westminster  in  the  Coronation  year,  at  a  meeting  of  the 
City  Council  on  February  10,  presented  a  silver  Coronation 
commemoration  cup  to  that  body. 

Lord  Rayleigh  has  been  made  a  Knight  of  the  Prussian 
Order  pour  le  merite  in  Science  and  Arts  by  the  German 
Emperor.  Dr.  Emil  Fischer,  director  of  the  Chemical 
Institute  at  the  University  of  Berlin,  has  been  similarly 
honoured. 

The  "  Thornbury  Gazette  "  records  a  diverting  experience 
which  recently  befell  Mr.  J.  Spencer  Palmer,  chemist  and 
druggist,  Thornbury,  on  a  visit  to  Cardiff.  Mr.  Palmer  took 
his  marine  chronometer  to  Cardiff  .nth  him  to  get  it  cor- 
rected by  the  maker,  and  directly  he  appeared  in  the  street 
with  his  instrument  under  his  arm  he  was  hailed  by  strangers 
innumerable,  all  with  a  "  semi  -  marine  aspect,"  who 
apparently  mistook  him  for  a  master-mariner  anxious  for 
guidance."  Referring  to  the  paragraph  Mr.  Palmer  writes  : 
"  You  may  ask,  'Why  do  you  keep  a  marine  chronometer  ? ' 
The  answer  is,  because  in  this  little  village  we  are  beset 
with  contradictory  dials  which  puzzle  the  eye,  and  bells  and 
sirens  which  delude  the  ear.  But  the  perplexed  seeker  after 
correct  time  is  rewarded  by  a  gaze  at  my  chronometer,  which 
I  keep  on  the  case  in  the  shop,  and  then  he  sees  other 
things." 
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EVENING  MEETING.? 

AN  evening  meeting  of  the  Society  was  held  at  17  Blooms- 
bury  Square,  W.C.,  on  Tuesday,  February  9.  The  Vice- 
President  (Mr.  C.  B.  Allen)  was  in  the  chair,  and  there  were 
between  sixty  and  seventy  persons  present,  including  Mr. 
Walter  Hills,  Dr.  W.  H.  Martindale,  Mr.  W.  A.  H.  Naylor, 
Mr  E.  T.  Brewis,  Mr.  J.  W.  Bowen,  Mr.  F.  C.  J.  Bird,  Mr.  F.  W. 
Gamble,  and  Mr.  F.  Ransom. 

The  Vice-President,  in  opening  the  proceedings,  referred 
to  the  President  as  being  much  improved  in  health.  A 
letter  which  he  (the  Vice-President)  had  received  was 
characterised  by  cheerfulness  and  interest  in  the  subject  of 
the  meeting. 

Mr.  Allen  also  said  a  few  words  on  the  splendid  collection 
of  eucilyptus-products  displayed  in  the  examination-hall, 
which,  it  was  arranged,  Mr.  E.  M.  Holmes  should  explain  after 
the  reading  of  the  papers. 

The  first  paper  was  a  note  on  the 

Disputed  Presence  op  a  Mydriatic  Alkaloid  in 
"  Lactuca  Virosa," 

By  Messrs.  E.  H.  Farr  and  R.  Wright. 

Mr.  Wright,  who  read  the  paper,  referred  to  the  dispute 
that  has  arisen  as  to  whether  Lactuca  virosa  does  or  does 
not  contain  a  mydriatic  alkaloid.    In  1891  Mr.  T.  S.  Dymond 
contributed  a  paper  to  the  Chemical  Society,  in  which  he 
announced  the  discovery  of  an  alkaloid  in  the  common 
garden  lettuce,  in  wild  lettuce,  and  in  extract  of  lettuce 
which  was  claimed  to  be  hyoscyamine,  its  chemical  compo- 
sition and  melting-point  being  identical.    The  quantity  of 
alkaloid  in  the  extract  was  found  to  be  not  more  than 
0  02  per  cent.    At  the  Bristol  Conference  in  1903  Messrs. 
J.  O.  Braithwaite  and  H.  E.  Stevenson  reported  that  they 
had  been  unable  to  obtain  the  least  trace  of  mydriatic 
action  by    the    very  delicate    physiological  test.  Mr. 
Braithwaite  sent  a  supply  of  wild  lettuce  plants  to  the 
authors  of  the  present  paper  with  a  view  of  clearing  up  the 
doubtful  point.    On  examining  the  records  of  Mr.  Dymond's 
experiments  the  authors  were  led  by  the  careful  statements 
therein  made  to  the  conclusion  that  the  presence  of  a 
mydriatic  alkaloid  was  proved.  On  the  other  hand,  in  Messrs. 
Braithwaite  and  Stevenson's  experiments  it  seemed  quite 
possible  for  an  infinitesimal  quantity  of  alkaloid  to  be 
overlooked.    The  authors  were  led  to  this  conclusion  from 
the  fact  that  Messrs.  Braithwaite  and  Stevenson  used  ether 
for  the  extraction  of  the  alkaloids.    Ether,  as  previously 
noted  in  the  case  of  belladonna,  is  not  the  best  alkaloidal 
extractive,  and  may  fully  account  for  the  failure  of  Messrs. 
Braithwaite  and  Stevenson  to  prove  the  presence  of  a 
mydriatic  alkaloid.    Mr.  Wright  next  detailed  the  experi- 
ments which  he  made  in  conjunction  with  Mr.  Farr  to  settle 
the  dispute.    The  work  was  done  on  wild  lettuce  and  the 
lettuce-juice  of  the  B.P.  1857.    The  lettuce  was  exhausted 
with  50-per-cent.  alcohol,  the  alcohol  dissipated,  the  aqueous 
liquid  filtered,  transferred  to  a  separator,  ammonia  added, 
and  the  alkaloids  shaken  out  with  chloroform.    The  alkaloid 
was  purified  by  three  shakings  out,  and  on  evaporating  the 
chloroform  at  a  low  temperature  a  distinctly  crystalline 
residue,  as  seen  by  a  lens,  was  obtained.    This  residue  gave 
the  characteristic  alkaloidal  reactions  with  Thresh's  and 
Meyer's  tests ;  the  reaction  with  the  latter  solution  being 
very  distinctive.    The  precipitate  was  curdy,  resembling 
that  given  by  silver  nitrate  in  a  solution  of  a  chloride.  The 
physiological  test  resulted  in  the  pupil  dilatirg  to  the  full 
extent  of  the  iris. 

Similar  steps  were  taken  in  the  ca;e  of  the  extract ;  muci- 
laginous matter  beiDg  separated  by  subsidence  after  rubbiEg 
down  5  grams  of  the  extract  with  acidulated  water  and 
absolute  alcohol.  The  result  of  all  the  experiments  is  to 
confirm  Dymond's  researches  that  Lactuca  virosa  contains  a 
mydriat'c  alkaloid. 


Discussion. 

Mr.  F.  Ransom  said  that  in  view  of  the  paper  he  bad  made 
some  experiments  with  extract  of  lettuce  prepared  from  cul- 
tivated lettuce.  An  approximate  determination  by  Mr. 
Henderson  resulted  in  a  percentage  of  0  015  of  alkaloid, 
which,  when  dissolved  in  alcohol  to  make  a  1-per-cent. 
solution,  gave  unmistakeable  evidence  of  mydriatic  properties. 

Mr.  Naylor  inquired  if  the  authors  possessed  specific 
knowledge  that  the  alkaloid  of  Lactuca  virosa  is  hyoscyamine. 
The  moral  to  be  drawn  from  Messrs.  Braithwaite  and 
Stevenson's  experiments  is  that  workers  should  not  content 
themselves  with  a  particular  solvent.  In  such  researches 
care  should  be  taken  to  extend  one's  knowledge  of  solvents. 

Mr.  H.  Wilson  did  not  think  the  failure  of  Messrs. 
Braithwaite  and  Stevenson  could  be  explained  away  by  the 
use  of  a  particular  solvent.  If  alkaloid  had  been  present  it 
would  only  have  been  distributed  between  the  alcohol  and 
ether,  and  not  be  entirely  absent  from  the  ether. 

Professor  Greenish  said  it  may  be  an  important  question 
as  to  why  the  ether  did  not  extract  the  alkaloid.  The 
alkaloid,  if  present,  may  not  have  been  soluble  in  ether,  not 
being  identical  with  hyoscyamine. 

Mr.  E.  M.  Holmes  suggested  that  for  identification  pur- 
poses commercial  lactucarium  might  yield  a  larger  per- 
centage of  alkaloids.  Mr.  Holmes  also  offered  to  supply 
plants  for  experiments,  as  he  had  a  crop  in  his  garden. 

Mr.  E.  T.  Brewis  pointed  out  that  ether  is  not  an  immis- 
cible solvent.  It  is  soluble  to  a  considerable  extent  in  both 
alcohol  and  water. 

Mr.  F.  Ransom  read  an  extract  from  Mr.  Dymond's  paper, 
in  which  it  was  stated  that  lactucarium,  both  English  and 
German,  had  been  examined  and  found  to  be  free  from  my- 
driatic properties. 

Mr.  Wright,  in  reply,  said  that  if  one  were  dealing  with 
considerable  quantities  of  mydriatic  alkaloid  it  would  be 
practically  impossible  to  add  ether  without  removing  a  trace 
of  alkaloid.  In  this  case  the  quantity  was  only  about  a 
milligram  in  a  kilo,  of  matter,  and  a  perfect  solvent  must 
be  used.  The  fact  remains  that  Braithwaite  and  Stevenson  did 
not  get  enough  alkaloid  even  when  testing  for  it  by  the  very 
delicate  physiological  method.  Long  experience  with  alka- 
loids had  convinced  him  that  chloroform  very  completely 
removes  alkaloids.  As  to  the  identity  of  the  alkaloid,  they 
(the  authors)  had  guarded  themselves  from  putting  it  d>  wn 
as  hyoscyamine.  Mr.  Ransom  had  mentioned  that  the 
alkaloid  obtained  by  Mr.  Henderson  was  amorphous  ;  he  (the 
speaker)  thought  that  was  due  to  the  temperature  at  which 
the  chloroform  was  evaporated.  Water-bath  evaporation 
always  gives  an  amorphous  residue  from  drugs  like  bella- 
donna and  henbane. 

The  next  paper  by  the  same  authors  was  read  by  Mr. 
Farr  on 

The  Distribution  of  the  Alkaloids  in  "Conium 
Maculatum." 

Mr.  Farr  said  it  has  been  the  practice  to  state  the  compo- 
sition of  plants  in  absolute  terms,  whereas  the  composition 
is  anything  but  constant,  being  affected  by  the  soil,  season, 
the  climate,  and  cultivation.  The  age  and  sex  of  the  plant 
and  the  organs  examined  are  factors  that  must  be  taken  into 
account.  The  proportion  of  active  principle  will  be  found 
to  be  very  different  in  the  various  organs.  The  object  of  the 
present  note  was  to  show  the  distribution  of  the  alkaloid  in 
hemlock,  other  contributions  to  the  subject  being  promised. 
The  various  parts  of  the  p'ant  were  collected  and  dried,  the 
loss  being  noted  ;  this  varies  from  60  to  86  per  cent,  for  the 
different  parts  of  hemlock.  The  dried  drug  was  powdeied 
and  exhausted  by  70-per-cent.  alcohol.  Of  this  tincture 
25  c.c.  was  mixed  with  water  acidulated  with  sulphuric  acid, 
and  the  alcohol  evaporated.  The  residue  was  transferred  to 
a  separator,  shaken  with  chloroform,  the  chloroform  drawn 
off,  and  the  process  repeated.  To  the  residue  excess  of 
caustic  potash  was  added,  and  the  alkaloids  shaken  out 
with  chloroform.  The  three  chloroformic  extracts  were 
mixed,  and  purified  till  colourless.  The  last  chloroformic 
solution  was  acidulated  with  three  drops  of  fuming  hydro- 
chloric acid,  and  the  hydrochlorides  obtained  by  evaporating 
off  the  chloroform.  A  simple  calculation  gave  the  per- 
centages of  the  alkaloidal  hydrochlorides  from  the  various 
paits  of  the  fresh  plant  as  shown  in  the  following  table: 
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Stage  of  Development. 

Source. 

Roots 

Stems  and 
Stalks. 

L3aves. 

Flowers  with 
Peduacle. 

Green  Fruit 

Young  plants,  4  to  6  in.  high 
Plants  4  ft.  high  before  flowering 
Plants  3  ft.  to  3  ft.  6  in.,  showing 

incipient  inflorescence  ... 
Plants  5  ft.  high  in  full  flower  ... 

Ditto  

Uckfield 
Hitchia 

j-        Uckfield  j 

Uckfield 

Ashford  (Derbysh.) 

0-047 

0022 
cortex,  0'031 
axis,  0-032 
0  05 

0018 

0-017 
0019 

]    0  037 

0-061 

0-012 

0-031 
C-120 

0  090 

0-187 

0  075 

0-238 
0\83 

0905* 
f  0-725 
(  0  975* 

*  The  green  fruit  was  obtained  from  plants  growing  in  the  same  locality. 


Mr.  Farr  called  attention  to  the  erratic  production  of  the 
alkaloid  in  the  plant,  especially  noting  the  increase  in  the 
quantities  present  during-  the  flowering  and  fruiting  stages. 
Hemlock  remains  in  flower  for  a  long  time,  an  1  by  the  time 
the  last  parts  of  the  flower  have  expanded  the  earliest  are 
half  grown.  At  the  fruiting  stage  the  amount  of  alkaloid 
increases,  then  diminishes  at  first  slowly,  and  then  more 
rapidly.  The  development  of  the  alkaloid  is  thus  seen  to  be 
associated  with  the  development  of  the  fruit.  An  exami- 
nation was  next  made  of  the  dried  fruits  :  first,  of  commercial 
samples  (presumably  foreign),  and,  secondly,  of  Eaglish- 
grown  fruit.  The  average  percentage  of  alkaloid  yielded  by 
thirteen  samples  of  commercial  hemlock-fruit  was  0  674, 
whilst  sixteen  samples  of  English-grown  fruit  gave  an  average 
of  2  13  per  cent.  It  was  noted  also,  as  having  an  important 
bearing  on  tincture  extractive',  that  the  yield  of  extractive 
follows  the  same  rule  as  the  alkaloid,  the  extractive  varying 
from  20  to  15  per  cent.,  according  to  the  development  of  the 
fruit.  The  average  yield  of  extractive  in  the  tincture  was 
found  by  the  authors  to  be  2  95.  Previously  published  figures 
have  been:  Gadd,  14;  Fletcher,  3  0;  and  Harvey,  132  to 
3  53.  The  last  figure  was  queried  in  Mr.  Harvey's  paper,  but 
no  explanation  given.  Mr.  Fletcher's  figure,  continued 
Mr.  Farr,  agreed  with  those  of  the  authors  of  the  paper,  and 
were  evidently  based  on  the  use  of  English  fruit ;  the  others 
were  probably  obtained  from  the  use  of  imported  fruit.  The 
bearing  of  this  on  the  matter  of  standards  is  obvious,  and, 
when  we  come  to  such  differences  between  home-grown 
and  foreign  drugs,  the  question  is,  What  rule  should  be 
adopted:  should  the  indigenous  drug  alone  be  used,  or 
should  the  active  principle  be  standardised  ? 

The  Vice-President  said  the  paper  bristled  with  facts  of 
general  interest  to  the  pharmacist.  It  is  easy  to  see  that 
the  tinctures  nude  from  English  and  foreign  seeds  would 
vary  in  alkaloidal  strength. 

Mr.  E  M.  Holmes  inquired  as  to  the  soils  upon  which 
the  samples  had  been  grown.  The  commercial  samples 
were  shown  to  be  about  a  quarter  the  strength  of  the  fruits 
collected  by  Mr.  Farr.  There  were,  however,  considerable 
differences  between  the  various  samples,  perhaps  due  to 
various  stages  of  development  or  different  soils.  He  would 
also  like  to  know  whence  the  commercial  fruits  were  imported. 

Mr.  F.  C.  J.  Bird  commented  on  extractive  varying  with 
the  alkaloidal  content.  In  belladonna-root  the  extractive  is 
greater  in  the  case  of  the  English  than  the  foreign. 

Mr.  H.  Wilson  asked  as  to  the  relative  amount  of  alka- 
loid in  the  ripe  and  unripe  fruit,  as  he  thought  the 
difference  might  be  more  apparent  than  real,  the  ripe  fruit 
being  bulkier. 

Professor  Greenish  said  the  paper  opened  up  two  ques- 
tions—an economic  and  a  scientific.  On  the  economic  side 
there  was  the  question  as  to  whether  the  amount  of  alkaloid 
could  be  increased  by  cultivation,  and  on  the  scientific  side 
there  was  the  question  as  to  the  fate  of  the  alkaloid  or  the 
use  of  it  to  the  plant.  A  botanical  friecd  had  told  him  it 
was  heresy  to  think  of  alkaloids  other  than  as  waste-pro- 
ducts ;  but  from  his  (the  speaker's)  view  alkaloids  are 
anything  but  waste  products.  It  would  be  interesting  to 
examine  the  seedlings  at  an  earlier  stage  and  trace  the  dis- 
appearance or  increase  in  alkaloid  as  the  plant  grew.  In 
the  case  of  stramonium-seeds  the  young  seellings  have 
been  found  to  be  free  from  alkaloid,  it  having  been  used  up 
by  the  plant.  He  would  also  like  to  suggest  that  a  better 
way  of  expressing  the  alkaloidal  content  would  be  not  by 
percentage,  but  in  total  alkaloid  for  a  definite  part  of  the 
plant. 

Mr.  W.  A.  H.  Naylor  said  the  paper  was  not  oaly  extremely 


interesting,  but  very  valuable.  It  wis  thj  sort  of  piper 
pharmacists  have  been  looking  for  for  years,  and  he  (the 
speaker)  was  gratified  that  it  had  been  placed  so  fully 
before  the  meeting.  It  ssemed  that  long  custom  has  selected 
the  most  active  part  of  hemlock  for  medicinal  uses,  but 
from  an  economic  point  of  view  he  would  like  to  inquire 
whether  there  is  sufficient  English  seed  produced  to  meet 
the  demand. 

Mr.  R  Wright  here  mentioned  that  the  figures  in  the 
table  were  calculated  on  the  fresh  plant,  whilst  the  alkaloids 
in  the  seed  were  referred  to  the  dry  fruit. 

Mr.  F.  Ransom  suggested  that  the  authors  should  examine 
samples  of  conium-ju'ee,  which  is  still  much  used.  There  is 
plenty  of  Eaglish  fruit  produced,  but  it  hardly  pays  to 
collect  at  the  present  price. 

Mr.  E.  H.  Farr,  in  reply  to  the  various  remarks,  said  the 
Buxton  sample  was  growa  on  limestone,  whilst  the  Uckfield 
samples  were  on  alluvial  soil.  The  difference  in  strength  of 
samples  is  largely  a  question  of  the  stage  at  which  the  'rait 
is  gathered.  The  commercial  fruit  represented  bulk  samples, 
and  was  collected  at  convenient  time.  If  the  fruit  is 
gathered  a  little  too  la'e  it  mikes  a  large  diffsrencs  ii  the 
alkaloidal  contend  When  the  fruit  is  cut  at  the  proper 
time,  he  (the  speaker)  should  not  expect  to  find  less  thin 
2  5  per  cent,  of  alkaloid.  Ia  a  previous  paper  it  had  been 
shown  that  after  a  certain  poiat  has  been  reached  the 
amount  of  alkaloid  diminishes  in  a  mos1,  marked  manner. 
The  extractive  varies  with  age,  a  rips  fruit  giving  low 
extractive  as  well  as  low  alkaloidal  value,  this  being,  as 
Mr.  Bird  pointed  out,  the  opposite  to  belladonna.  He  had  no 
knowledge  as  to  the  source  of  the  commercial  fruit,  but 
believed  it  to  be  German.  As  regards  the  examination  of 
younger  plants  than  those  in  the  table,  he  thought  Professor 
Greenish  did  not  bear  in  mind  that  the  plants  were  all  the 
second  year's  growto.  As  to  the  economic  question,  it 
seemed  that  there  is  no  apparent  demand  for  a  high-class 
article,  and  that  the  price  is  not  sufficient  to  pay  for  collect- 
ing the  best-class  article.  The  object  aimed  at  is  to  get 
the  greatest  weight  fruit  frjm  a  given  number  of  plants, 
and  it  is  easier  to  gather  fruit  that  has  been  allows  i  to 
ripen  on  the  plant.  As  regards  the  juice,  the  ques  ion  had 
been  gone  into  some  years  before,  and  the  authors  recom- 
mended that  in  place  of  the  juice  from  the  youDg  herb  that 
from  the  unripe  fruit  should  be  used. 

The  Vice-President  moved  a  vote  of  thanks  to  Messrs. 
Farr  and  Wright  for  their  papers,  and  remarked  that  their 
work  was  always  of  a  thoroughly  practical  character. 

Mr.  Walter  Hills,  in  seconding  the  vote  of  thanks,  said 
it  is  a  question  as  to  how  far  the  medicinal  value  of  conium 
is  recognised  by  the  medical  profession.  There  is  a  tendency 
to  exclude  it  from  modern  materia  medica.  If,  however,  a 
plant  has  any  active  principles,  it  should  be  the  desire  of  the 
pharmacist  to  find  out  the  method  of  exhaustion  which 
presents  the  drug  in  the  strongest  and  most  active  condition. 

Mr.  Farr,  in  replying,  said  these  researches  had  extended 
over  a  number  of  years,  but  the  time  is  approaching  when 
younger  men  should  step  in  and  take  up  the  work. 

Mr.  Wriuht  also  replied.  The  work  was  done  con  amnre, 
and  he  was  distinctly  of  opinion  that  pharmacy  is  worthy  of 
the  highest  type  of  work. 

The  Vice-President  then  asked  the  meeting  to  adjourn 
to  the  Examination  Hall,  where  Mr.  E.  M.  Holmes  had 
arranged  a  splendid  collection  of 

Eucalypts. 

The  exhibit  of  Australian  eucalyptus  oils,  herbarium 
specimens  of  the  plants,  and  samples  of  the  bark  and  wood 
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of  t  levari  us  eucalypts  is  a  duplicate  of  those  shown  in  the 
Technological  Museum  at  Sydney  on  the  occasion  of  the 
visit  of  the  Prince  and  Princess  of  Wales  in  May,  1901.  The 
collection,  which  is  presented  by  Mr.  R.  T.  Baker,  is  described 
in  his  book.  "  A  Research  on  the  Eucalypts,  especially  in 
Regard  to]  their  Essential  Oils"  (reviewed  in  the  C.  4"  D , 
January  3,  1903).  Mr.  Holmes  hid  arranged  the  specimens 
on  seven  tables — (1)  eucalyptus  oils  containing  chiefly 
pinene,  very  little  eucalyptol,  no  phellandrene ;  (2)  con- 
taining chiefly  pinene,  and  in  which  the  eucalyptol  does  not 
exceed  40  per  cent.,  no  phellandrene  ;  (3)  containing  chiefly 
pinene,  the  eucalyptol  exceeding  40  per  cent.,  no  phellan- 
drene; (4)  consisting  of  eucalyptol  not  exceeding  30  per 
pgr  cent.,  pinene,  aromadendral,  and  phellandrene  ;  (5)  con- 
taining eucalyptol  not  exceeding  30  per  cent.,  pinene,  and 
phellandrene;  (6)  containing  phellandrene,  piperitone,  and 
eucalyptol  not  exceeding  30  per  cent. ;  (7)  not  readily 
placed  in  the  other  groups.  There  were  altogether 
109  specimens  of  oil,  and  it  is  obviously  impracticable  to 
give  here  a  full  catalogue.  The  seventh  table  contained  the 
most  unusual  oils,  and  we  content  ourselves  with  enumerating 
them  : 

E.  cneorifolia,  D.C. 

Contains  aromadendral. 
E.  Wilkinsoniana,  R.  T.  B. 

l'Ol  per  cent,  of  oil ;  consists  largely  of  la>vo-r jtatory  pineae. 
E.  viminalis  var.  (a). 

1'701  per  cent,  of  oil;  contains  a  small  quantity  of  benzalde- 
hyde. 

E.  pulverulenta,  Sima. 

2'22  per  cant,  of  oil  exceedingly  rich  in  eucalyptol. 
M.  cineria,  F.  v.  M. 

1'2  per  cent-,  of  oil;  contains  the  valeric-aeil  ester  in  some 
quantity. 
E.  cordata,  Labill. 

2'3?  per  cent,  of  oil  rich  in  eucalyptol. 
E.  Dives,  Sch. 

£'233  per  cent,  of  oil,  very  largely  phellandrene,  aud  contains 
the  peppermint  constituent. 
E.  Macarthuri,  H.  D.  et  J.  H.  M. 

0'112  per  cent,  of  oi1,  consisting  principally  of  ester  geraayl- 
acetate. 
E.  virgata,  Sieb. 

C'283  per  cent,  of  oil,  consisting  largely  of  the  stearoptene 
eudesmol. 
E.  hcemastoma,  8m. 

0-241  per  cent,  of  oil,  principally  phellaodrene  and  the  ses- 
quiterpene. 
E.  citriodora,  Hook. 

0'586  per  cent,  of  oil,  consisting  largely  of   the  aldehyde 
citronellal. 
E.  Woolsiana,  B.  T.  B. 

0  449  per  cent,  of  oil  rich  in  the  aldehyde  aroma lendral. 
E.  macrorhyncha,  F.  v.  M. 

0'272  per  cent,  of  a  terp^ne  oil  in  which  both  eucalyptol  and 
eudesmol  often  occur  in  quantity. 
E.fraxinoides,  H:  D.  et  J.  H.  M. 

0'935  per  cent,  of  oil,  consisting  largely  of  phellandrene. 
E.  amygdalina,  Labill. 

3'393  per  cent,  of  oil,  consisting  of  phellandrene,  eucalyptol, 
and  the  peppermint  eonstnueat. 

In  describing  some  of  the  characteristics  of  the  dried 
plants  Mr.  HOLMES  drew  attention  to  the  curious  fact  that 
the  venation  of  the  leaves  seems  to  vary  according  to  the 
active  constituent  of  the  oil  contained  in  them. 


Bideal,  S.  Disinfection  and  the  Preservation  of  Food. 
3ra  ed.  9|  x  6J.  Pp.491.  15s.  (Sanitary  Publishing  Company, 
Limited.) 

Sewall,  C.  H.  Wireless  Telegraphy :  its  Origins,  Develop- 
ment, Inventions,  Apparatus.  8gx5j.  Pp.238.  10s.  6c?..  net. 
(Lockwood.) 

Sternberg,  G.  M.  Infection  and  Immunity.  Special  Refer- 
ence to  Prevention  of  Infectious  Diseases.  Sh  x  5jf.  Pp.  316.  6s. 
net.  (Murray.) 

Stoney,  Emily  A.  M.  Practical  Points  in  Nursing,  for 
Nurses  in  Private  Practice.  3rd  ed.  8.^  x  5|.  Pp.  465. 
7s.  6d.  net.  (Saunders.) 

Warren,  I.  Short  Notes  on  Volumetric  Analysis.  Cr.  8vo. 
ls.6cZ.net.  (Simpkin.) 

Watson,  J.,K.  The  Examination  of  the  Urine.  16mo.  limp. 
Is.  net.    (Scientific  Press.) 


Xeoal  IReporte. 


riigrh  Court  Cases. 

Clakke's  Ammonia. 
In  the  Chancery  Division  of  the  High  Court  of  Justice,  od 
Friday,  February  5,  Mr.  Justice  Kekewicu  had  before  him  a 
motion  to  commit,  the  editor  and  printer  of  the  "  Daily  Mail  " 
for  contempt  of  Court.  The  motion  was  brought  by  Daniel 
Clarke,  defendant  in  the  case  reported  last  week  (page  233). 
The  "  Mail "  had  headed  its  report  "  An  Obstinate  De- 
fendant "  After  hearing  counsel,  his  Lordship  said  to 
Mr.  Clarke:  The  respondents  say  they  did  not  mean  any 
harm  to  you,  and  they  have  apologised  through  their 
counsel.  That  being  so,  there  will  be  no  order.  You  have 
gained  your  point. 

Percival  v.  Colgate  &.  Co. 
Before  Mr.  Justice  Swinfen  Eady,  in  the  Chancery  Division, 
on  Friday,  February  5,  Mr.  Sebastian  mentioned  this  action. 
The  plaintiff,  a  manufacturer  of  shaving-soap,  had  a  regis- 
tered picture  of  two  friends  shaving  one  another.  The 
defendants  sold  similar  goods,  and  had  been  offering  them 
for  sale  under  a  showcard  containing  a  similar  picture.  A 
fortnight  ago  defendants  said  their  goods  came  from 
America,  and  they  got  a  postponement  in  order  to  com- 
municate with  America,  giving  an  undertakirg  in  the  mean- 
time not  to  exhibit  on  their  own  premises  any  of  the  show- 
cards  complained  of  nor  issue  them  to  other  persons.  The 
defendants  asked  for  another  postponement  for  a  fortnight, 
continuing  the  undertaking,  and  the  motion  would 
accordingly  stand  over. 

Saccharin  Oases. 
In  the  following  actions  instituted  by  the  Sacchaiin 
Corporation  (Limited)  for  infringement  of  their  patent- 
rights — viz  ,  Saccharin  Corporation  (Limited)  v.  The  London 
Essence  Company  (No.  2283),  Same  v.  Same  (No.  2,289), 
Same  v.  R.  Wnite  &  Sons  (Limited),  and  Same 
v.  Chemicals  and  Saccharin  (Limited) — the  defendants  have 
submitted  to  orders  for  injunctions,  inquiries  as  to  and  pay- 
ment of  damages,  delivery  up  of  infringing  compounds,  and 
costs.  In  a  further  action  instituted  by  the  Saccharin  Cor- 
poration (Limited)  against  Messrs.  R  White  &  Sons  (Limited) 
for  breach  of  contract,  ju  "igment  has  been  entered  for  the 
p'aintiffs  for  250;.  damages  and  costs  to  be  taxed. 

Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts. 

Olive  Oil. 

At  the  Westminster  Police  Court,  on  February  5,  John  Sulz, 
grocer  and  foreign-provision  dealer,  was  fined  40s.  and 
14s.  62.  costs  for  selling  olive  oil  mixed  to  the  extent  of 
one-half  with  arachis  (earth-nut)  oil. 

It  was  stated  in  a  similar  summons  against  Messrs.  Pearks, 
Gunston  &  Tee  (Limited),  the  alleged  adulteration  of  the  oil 
being  33  per  cent.,  that  the  independent  Government  analysis 
was  not  yet  completed.  This  summons  was  accordingly 
adjourned  for  another  fortnight. 

Sweet  Spirit  op  Nitre. 
At  Stamford,  on  February  5,  William  Henry  Ley,  grocer, 
Easton,  was  summoned  for  selling  sweet  spirit  of  nitre  below 
the  prescribed  strength.  The  defence  was  that  the  spirit 
had  evaporated.  The  Chairman  said  that,  while  the  magis- 
trates considered  the  cace  a  proper  one  to  bring,  they  did 
not  think  defendant  had  wilfully  committed  an  offence,  as 
the  spirit  was  perishable.  The  case  was  acc  jrdingly  dis- 
missed on  payment  of  6j.  costs. 


County  Court  Case. 

Insect-powder  Labels. 
In  the  City  of  London  Court,  on  Tuesday,  before  Judge 
Lumley  Smith,  K  C,  Mr.  Walter  Smith,  190  Ebury  Street, 
sued  Messrs.  Armfield  &  Rousillon,  44  Gutter  Lane,  E.C.,  for 
4/.  19s.  6d.,  the  value  of  insect-powder  labels  supplied.  The 
defendants  had  paid  1;".  17s.  into  court,  and  said  balance 
was  not  due  because  the  labels  were  of  inferior  quality.  The 
plaintiff  said  the  woik  was  done  satisfactorily  considering 
that  the  defendants  were  in  a  tremendous  hurry.  Judge 
Lumley  Smith  found  for  the  plaintiff  for  3/  in  all. 
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Bankruptcy  IReport. 


Me  Chables  William  Anderson,  75a  Queen  Victoria  Street 
E.C  ,  lately  a  Company  Secretary. —  4t  the  London  Bankruptcy 
Court,  on  January  5,  the  public  examination  of  this  debtor  was 
held.  The  statement  of  affairs  shows  liabilities  1,978?.,  against 
assets  299/.  In  the  course  of  his  evidence  the  debtor  stated  that 
in  1895  he  and  two  others  commenced  the  manufacture  of  a 
liquid  soap  known  as  "  Zil,"  and  traded  as  Anderson's  Colorine 
Company  at  34  High  Holborn.  They  proposed  to  form  a  company 
to  acquire  and  carry  on  the  business,  but  in  1893  a  receiver  was 
appointed,  and  the  assets  of  the  business  were  swallowed  up  in 
costs  and  in  discharging  the  debts  of  the  business.  Witness  had 
also  been  interested  in  the  Electric  Battery  Case  Syndicate 
(Limited),  and  in  the  Corporation  of  Colonial  and  General 
Agencies  (Limited).  The  latter  company  went  into  voluntary 
liquidation.    The  examination  was  concluded. 


Deed  of  arrangement 


Perkins,  Arthur  Henry,  60  Great  L;ster  Street,  Birming- 
ham, druggist.  Trustee,  William  Thomas,  115  Colmore 
Row,  Birmingham,  chartered  accountant.  Dxted,  Janu- 
ary 26 ;  filed,  February  1.  Liabilities  unsecured,  52/.  lis.  9r/. ; 
estimated  net  assets,  37/.  Composition  of  10s.  in  the  pound 
by  two  equil  instalments  at  three  and  six  months  from  date 
hereof,  secured  by  an  assignment  upon  trust,  &c.  Among  the 
creditors  are : 

£    s.  d. 

Butler,  E.  H  ,  &  Son,  Leicester   12    0  0 

Lorimer  &  Co  (Limited),  London         ...    10    0  0 


(Sasette* 


Partnerships  Dissolved. 

tester,  H.,  and  Lester,  W.  H.,  under  the  style  of  Henry 
Lester  &  Son,  Bedworth,  Warwickshire,  chemists  and 
druggists. 

Russell,  B.  H.  H.,   Hendriks,   A.  VS.,   and  Jenery, 

W.  C.  under  the  style  of  Friend's  Patent  Soap  and  Oil 
Company,  Moorgat3  Street,  E.C,  oil  and  greise  importers 
and  merchants  and  mill-furnishsrs  ;  so  far  as  regards  W  G. 
Jeffery. 

Tbe  Bankruptcy  Acts,  1883  and  1890. 

Adjudications. 
Mea  le,  Hir.-y,  Bradford,  surgeon. 

Spurr,  Henry  Rsyajldi,  M inc'o.93&3r,  formerly  Oldham, 
Lancashire. 


Iftew  Companies  8.  dompang  IRewa. 


John  H.  Hardy  (Limited).— Cipitil  2,030/.,  in  1/.  shares 
Objects  :  To  acquire  and  carry  on  the  business  of  a  manufacturer, 
adapter,  and  fitter  of  artificial  teeth,  and  makers  of  all  kinds  of 
dental  appiratus,  instruments,  equipments,  and  m  iterials  carried 
on  by  J.  H.  Hardy  at  Waterdale,  Doncaster. 

Brown  &  Co.  (  Manchester)  (Limited).— Capital  1,000/.,  in  1/. 
shares.  Objects :  To  carry  oa  the  business  of  manufacturing 
and  general  chemists,  chemical-manufacturers,  tallow-melters, 
manufacturers  of  ammonia  and  other  soaps,lubricating-oils,  greases, 
ammonia,  caustic,  glycerin,  acids,  manures,  alkalies,  and  salts,  &c. 

Wallts  &  Co.  (Hull)  (Limited). -Capital  3,000/.,  in  1/. 
shares  (550  6-per-cent.  cumulative  preference).  Objects  :  To  acquire 
the  business  of  drug  and  spice  grinders,  seederushers,  seed,  cake, 
and  oil  merchants,  &c,  at  Lime  Street,  Hull,  and  to  carry  on  the 
same  and  the  business  of  manufacturers  of  and  dealers  in 
chemical-manures,  soap,  blue,  blacklead,  &c.  No  initial  public 
issue.  The  first  directors  are  G  L.  Wallis  and  G.  A.  Lambert 
(both  perm  went).  Qualification,  200/.  Remuneration,  as  fixed  by 
the  company. 

Cosmo  Chemical  Company  (Limited).— Capital  3,000/.,  in 
560  ordinary  shares  of  5/.  each  and  800  founders'  shares  of  5s. 
each.  Objects  :  To  adopt  an  agreement  with  H.  T.  Woodward 
and  W.  B.  Keyes,  to  acquire  the  formula  and  all  rights  for  the 
manufacture  of  an  antiseptic  preparation  to  be  called  l;  Kuma," 
a  id  to  manufacture  and  deal  in  the  slid  preparaii  >n.    The  firs  j 
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directors  are  J.  J.  Coachmm,  41  Blakesley  Avenue,  Ening,  elec- 
trician ;  H  P.  Monteith,  106  Lidbroke  Grove,  W.,  msrohant ;  aud 
H.  T.  Woodward. 

Paints  Industrials  (Limited). — Capital  6,030.'  ,  in  1/.  shares. 
Objects:  To  adopt  an  agreement  with  H.  A.  Oiki  j  and  to  carry 
on  the  business  of  manufacturers,  importers  and  exporters  of  and 
dealers  in  pain's,  colours,  varnishes,  enamel,  wn  11  composition, 
anti- fouling  compositions,  lubricating  oils,  whiting,  Paris  white, 
and  chemicals  of  all  kinds,  &c.  No  initial  public  issue.  The 
first  directors  are  S.  Richmond,  M.D.,  and  P.  Peters  Remunera- 
tion as  fixed  by  the  company.  Registered  office,  16  Great  Win- 
chester Street,  E.C. 

T.  &  H.  Smith  (Limited). — Registered  in  Edinburgh.  Capital 
130,000/.,  in  13,000  5  per  cent,  cumulative  preference  and  13,000 
ordinary  shares  of  5Z.  each.  Objects:  To  aejuire  the  business  of 
T.  &  H.  Smith  &  Co.,  manufacturing  chenr'sts,  v/holesale  drug- 
gists, manufacturers  of  pharmaceutical,  medicinal,  s,nd  chemical 
p:ep irations,  &c,  Elinbir.;h,  London,  aid  Glasgow.  The  fir.it 
subscribers  are:  H.  Ewing  Smith,  F.C.S.,  London,  chemist;  T. 
Conncll  Smith,  Blandfield  Chemical-works,  Edinburgh,  chemi-t; 
James  Smiles,  Edinburgh,  chemist;  DonUd  Mackenzie,  22  C  ty 
Road,  L  jndon,  chemist ;  Alexander  J.  Dey,  Edinburgh,  chemist ; 
Robert  A.  Wright,  Glasgow,  manufacturing  chemist ;  and  James 
Macdonald,  Glasgow,  solicitor.  Office,  22  Duka  Street, 
E  linburgh. 

National  White  Oil  Company  (Limited).—  Capital  25030/., 
in  1/.  shares  (1,003  deferred).  O'ojeets:  To  adopt  c,n  agreement 
with  E  Peczemk  for  the  acquisition  of  the  beneiii  of  a  contract 
betveen  the  said  vendor  and  A.  Aliaesevich,  petroleum  expert.  o£ 
6  Camden  Gardens,  London,  and  tocirry  on  the  business  of  oil 
producers,  refiners,  and  merchants,  &c.  Tne  ordinary  shires 
receive  a  non-cumulative  preferential  dividend  of  15  per  cent. 
Minimum  cash  subscription,  9,000/.  The  first  directors  ara 
B.  Dick,  R.  P.  Hornby,  R.  H.  Montgomery,  M.  F.  E.  Wingfield, 
and  C.  E.  Peczenik.  Qualification,  100  shares.  Remuneration 
(except  managing  director),  125/.  each  per  annum  (j75/.  for  th« 
chairman  and  15  /.  each  "resident"  director).  C,  3.  Pe;zenik 
is  a  "resident"  director.  Registered  office,  31  Queen  Victoria 
Street,  E.C. 

Geddes  Manufacturing  Company  (Limited).  —  Capital  3,030/., 
in  1/.  shires.  Objects:  To  acquire  the  business  carried  on  at 
17  Farringdon  Avenue,  EC,  as  the  "Geddes  Manufacturing 
Company,"  to  adopt  an  agreement  with  Mrs.  E.  M.  Geddes,  and 
to  carry  on  the  business  of  makers  of  and  dealers  in  all  kinds  of 
medicines,  drugs,  and  medical  preparations,  chemists,  druggists, 
chemical-manufacturers,  &c.  The  first  subscribers  (each  with  one 
share)  are:  Mrs.  E  M.  Geddes, Cambridge  Hous<-,  Coventry  Parte, 
Streatham ;  Miss  D.  E.  Capon,  17  Farringdon  Avenue,  E.C; 
A.  C.  Willoughby,  54  Malmesbury  Road,  Bow,  clerk;  A.  de  B  Lv 
Chapelle,  18  Qpper  Gloucester  Place,  Dorset  Square,  secretary; 
Miss  M.  Eames,  15  St.  Lawrence  Road,  Brixton,  S  W. ;  Miss 
M.  E.  Kesseler,  29  Knatchbull  Road,  CamberwelJ ;  and  F.  C. 
Broxham,  31  and  36  Gresham  Street,  E.G.,  solicitor  No  initial 
public  issue.    Registered  without  arti;les  of  association. 

Manbre  Sacc.iarinte  Company  (Limited). —  A  meeting 
of  this  company  was  held  on  Februiry  5  at  1  Si  Michael's 
Alley,  E  C  ,  to  which  representatives  of.  the  Pre  is  ware  n  it 
admitted. 

Sale  of  Shares  —At  Sheffield,  on  February  9,  fifty  1/. 
fully  paid  ordinary  shares  in  Boots'  OashCheaiists  (Eisteru) 
realised  2'.  2;.  each,  and  fifty  6  per  cent,  preferential  shares 
in  Boots'  Para  Drug  Company  fetched  11.  Is.  6.1.  each. 

William  Barr  &  Co.  (Limited). — This  business  (which 
is  that  of  manufacturing  chemists  with  heidqaarfcers  at 
BallsMU,  Glasgow)  has  bsen  transferrei  by  the  liquiditor 
with  consent  of  Mr.  J.  McKay,  of  Bellshill,  who  had  pur- 
chased the  goodwill,  stock,  movable  plant,  and  book-debs-, 
to  Barr's  Chemical  Company  (Limited),  St.  Bride's  Place, 
Bellshill.  All  parties  who  have  supplied  goods  to  W  B  trr 
&  Co.  (Limited),  in  liquidation,  since  May  16,  1902,  are 
requested  to  lodgj  accounts  with  Mr.  A.  J.  Ferguson, 
232  West  George  Street,  Glasgow. 

Alfred  Bird  &  Sons. — The  profit  of  this  company  for 
the  year  ended  December  31,  afte  making  full  provision  for 
contingencies  and  writing  the  investments  down  to  the 
preseno  market  value,  is  41,430/.,  and,  adding  12  5012.  brought 
forward,  the  total  is  53,932/.  The  directors  propose  to 
appropriate  this  amount  as  follows  :  Preference  dividend  for 
the  year,  less  income-tax,  7,125/  ;  dividend  of  15  per  cent, 
free  of  income-tax,  on  the  ordinary  shares,  inclusive  of 
interim  dividend  (3  750/.)  already  paid,  22  500/.  ;  to  place  to 
reserve  fund  12  000/  :  to  carry  forward  to  next  year  12  3372. 
Mr.  Robert  B,  Bird,  the  retiring  director,  offers  him-: elf  tor' 
re-election. 
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D.  Thom  Domeier  &  Co.  (Limited). — An  extraordinary 
general  meeting  of  shareholders  was  held  on  February  9,  at 
Manchester,  to  consider  a  proposed  amalgamation  with 
Thomas  Hedley  &  Co.  (Limited),  Newcastle-on-Tyne.  Mr. 
Alexander  Lawson  Ormrod  presided,  and  said  that  the 
results  of  the  company  for  1903  would  show  a  debit  balance 
of  about  1,3002.,  making  the  total  debit  about  6,000/.  This 
was  after  charging  2  500/.  to  revenue  last  year,  and  4,500/. 
in  the  preceding  year  upon  the  property.  In  the  case  of  the 
Hedley  Company  there  was  a  small  debit  balance,  which 
would  be  wiped  out  this  year  No  dividend  on  the  ordinary 
shares  had  been  paid  since  1900.  He  strongly  urged  the 
combination.  In  the  present  condition  of  the  soap  trade  the 
amalgamated  concerns  would  be  all  the  stronger  for  adver- 
tising-purposes, &c,  Upon  a  vote  the  proposal  was  lost  by  a 
small  majority. 

Kemball  Bishop  &  Co. — The  ordinary  general  meeting 
of  this  company  of  citric  and  tartaric  acid  makers  was  held 
on  Jan.  9  at  Winchester  House,  E  C  ,  Mr.  A.  Conway  Bishop 
presiiiDg.  The  Chairman  said,  that  although  the  company 
had  male  less  profit  during  the  year,  the  directors  had 
placed  con-iderably  more  to  the  reserve.  The  first  six 
months  of  1903  had  been  prosperous,  but  from  then  the 
markets  moved  against  the  company.  The  price  of  raw 
material  rose  about  20  per  cent.,  and  the  price  of  the 
manufactured  article  gradually  followed.  At  about  mid- 
summer, when  it  was  realised  that  there  would  be  a  bad 
summer,  a  great  slump  took  place  in  the  price  of  the  manu- 
factured anicle.  Jn  July,  August,  and  September,  the  three 
months  when  the  company  was  supposed  to  be  doing  its  best, 
it  was  reall?  doirg  its  worst.  In  the  autumn  a  considerable 
drop  took  place  in  raw  materials,  and  at  the  same  time  the 
manufactured  article  took  a  turn,  so  that  in  the  last  few 
months  the  company  had  been  workirjg  under  normal  condi- 
tions.   The  report  was  adopted. 

Bovril  (Limited). — The  seventh  annual  general  meeting 
■was  held  at  152-166  Old  Street,  EC,  on  Thursday.  Viscount 
Duncannon  (Chairman),  who  occupied  the  chair,  in  moving 
the  adoption  of  the  directors'  report  and  accounts,  congratu- 
lated the  shareholders  once  more  on  a  very  successful  year. 
The  sales  during  1903  had  exceeded  all  previous  records,  and 
the  profits  of  the  year  had  exceeded  those  of  1902  by  11,915/., 
the  figures  being  139.000/.  This  increase  in  trade  was  general, 
though  possibly  the  Canadian  branch  are  worthy  of  extra 
comment.  The  directors  were  pleased  to  state  that  Food 
Specialists  (Limited),  which  was  formed  last  year,  had 
proved  in  every  way  the  success  anticipated.  Then  also  the 
shareholders  would  note  that  the  "loan"  items  had  dis- 
appeared from  the  balance-sheet.  He  was  glad  to  say  that 
all  the  opposition  that  had  arisen  and  competition  had  had 
no  effect  on  the  sale  of  bovril,  which  clearly  proved  that  the 
genuine  article,  and  not  imitation,  was  the  public  motto 
with  regard  to  food  specialities.  Another  conspicuous  instance 
of  wrong-doing  had  been  exposed  within  the  last  month 
or  two  by  their  own  chemist,  who,  on  analysing  some  of  the 
less  well-known  extracts  of  meat,  had  found  them  largely 
adulterated  with  yeast  extract  manufactured  from  the 
refuse  of  breweries  and  distilleries.  The  fraud  was  ex- 
posed by  Bovril  (Limited)  through  the  columns  of 
The  Chemist  and  Druggist  and  the  "Pharmaceutical 
Journal."  In  the  seven  years  of  the  company  there 
had  been  a  net  profit  of  1,039,161/.,  or  equal  to  more 
than  half  the  share  capital.  The  reserve  now  stood  at 
125,000/.  The  financial  year  of  Virol  (Limited)  would  not 
close  until  March  31,  but  up  to  December  he  understood  the 
sales  showed  an  increase  of  more  than  50  per  cent.  He 
therefore  moved  that  a  dividend  of  5^  per  cent,  be  paid  on 
the  preference  shares  for  the  year,  and  7  per  cent,  on  the 
ordinary,  together  with  a  dividend  of  2h  per  cent,  on  the 
deferred  shares.  Carrying  20,000/.  to  reserve,  it  would  leave 
12  431/.  to  carry  forward  to  the  next  account.  Mr.  George 
Lawson  Johnston  seconded,  and  the  report  was  unanimously 
adopted. 


A  Six-acbe  Rose-gabden  will  be  one  cf  the  attractions  of  the 
Louis  World's  Fair. 

The  Family  Almanack  for  1901  which  reaches  us  from  Mr. 
W.  H.  Dixon,  chemist,  East  Grinsti  a  1,  is  a  well-compiled  volume. 
It  contains  a  local  directory  and  a  full  list  of  own  specialities 
besides  the  almanack  proper. 


ftbe  IRaleiooscope. 


The  Modern  Style. 

Stranger  :  "Whose  place  is  this,  my  little  man  ?  "  Small  Boy  : 
"A  dispairing  chemist's,  sur." 


association  Ballaos, 


The  Fobewoed. 

The  men,  their  aims,  their  daily  irk  ; 

Their  troubles,  trials,  thoughts,  and  views 
On  things  politic,  foes  that  lurk 
In  friendly  guise,  but  treacKrous  %oork — ■ 

These  be  the  burden  of  our  Muse. 

VI.  BOURNEMOUTH. 
Nestling  in  a  cosy  comer,  where  the  fragrant  pine-trees  wave, 
Where  the  air  is  soft  and  balmy,  and  the  wintry  winds  behave 
In  a  meek  and  chastened  manner,  shedding  edges  off  their  chill, 
So  to  help  the  suffering  phthisics,  as  with  life  their  lungs  they 
fill,  _ 

Baskiog  in  the  sunshine  pleasant,  each  one  lounging  lazily, 
Gazing  o'er  the  Eoglish  Channel  down  at  Bournemouth  by  the 
sea, 

Dainty  Fashion,  pallid,  faded,  fleeing  from  the  giddy  throng, 
Promenades  with  studied  languor ;   while  the  men,  to  whom 
belong 

Weighty  matters  pharmaceutic,  monthly  to  the  "  Albert "  hie, 
Talk  of  Bills  and  "Cutting-prices,"  "  C.O.D.,"  and  "How  to 
buy  " ; 

Schemes  propound  that  bear  discussing,  give  to  good  ideas  birth, 
Pharmacists  they,  level-headed,  governed  by  a  man  of  Worth. 

Rose  of  Boscombe,  blooming  brightly,  ever  seeks  the  tide  to  stem 
Of  all  misdirected  effort ;  touches  not  the  garment's  hem 
Of  the  ill-conditioned  cutter,  who  would  seek,  but  seldom  finds 
Solace  in  the  Bournemouth  breezes ;  so  with  patience  firmly 
binds 

He  his  own  Association,  never  letting  subjects  pall, 

Earning  gratitude  of  Botham,  Bilson,  Bingham,  Taylor,  Saul. 

Thus  is  Pharmacy's  enthronement  on  the  highest  plinth  ensured, 
Thus  with  skill  and  grace  and  knowledge  are  the  ailing  sufferers 
cured. 

Duchesses  may  swear  by  Hardwick,  Lords  think  Robinson  a 
boon  ; 

Others  cry  for  Reid  or  Norris,  Jarvis,  Scampton,  Hughes,  or 
Toone. 

The3e  the  men  whose  medicines  mingle  with  the  walnuts  and  the 
wine, 

And  whose  virtu :s  are  remembered  when  we  flee  from  dale  and 
chine, 
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Observations  ant)  IReflccttcms. 

By  Xrayser. 


The  Government  Visitors 

to  the  pharmaceutical  examina- 
tions and  their  official  reports  are  somewhat  curious  studies. 
Nobody  in  pharmacy  has  any  control  over  them — hardly, 
perhaps,  the  right  to  criticise  them.  They  are  officers  of  the 
Privy  Council,  and  their  presence  at  the  examinations  is 
authorised  by  the  Pharmacy  Act.  Among  them  they  muit 
have  published  some  sixty  or  seventy  reports  by  this  time, 
and  as  there  have  been  some  four  or  five  of  them,  it  is  a  little 
remarkable  how  monotonous  those  reports  have  been.  The 
percentages  of  the  passes  are  carefully  worked  out  to  tenths 
of  a  candidate,  and  the  inadequate  preparation  of  the 
candidates  who  fail  is  invariably  commented  on.  Occasionally 
the  desirability  of  a  compulsory  curriculum  is  urged.  As  far 
as  appears  from  these  reports  the  examinations  and  the 
examiners  are  perfect :  I  do  not  remember  in  all  these  years 
any  hint  of  a  defect  or  deficiency  on  that  side.  This  is 
almost  too  satisfactory  :  no  human  institution  can  be  so 
faultless  as  these  examinations  would  seem  to  be  according 
to  their  appointed  critics.  Perhaps  one  day  a  new  Visitor 
may  take  a  different  view.    That  would  make  things  lively. 

Opposed  to  their  Optimism 

comes  a  serious  challenge  from 
Mr.  Pilkington  Sargeant,  whose  occupation  as  a  teacher  of 
pharmacy  should  qualify  him  as  an  observer.  Speaking  of 
the  Minor  he  says,  "  The  candidate  is  kept  in  the  highest 
possible  state  of  tension  during  the  intervening  days,  and 
more  often  than  otherwise  concludes  his  examination  in  a 
state  of  nervous  prostration."  If  this  is  anywhero  near 
accuracy,  it  ought  to  be  noticed  by  the  Government  Visitor, 
and  the  allegation  certainly  ought  to  be  considered  by  the 
newly  appointed  committee  on  pharmaceutical  education 
and  examination  if  its  members  have  any  time  to  spare  from 
devising  schemes  of  university  training  and  degrees. 

The  Regulation  of  Shop-hours, 

after  a  long  period  of  private- 
member  probation,  has  suddenly  and  rather  unexpectedly 
found  its  way  into  the  King's  Speech,  and  has  consequently 
come  witain  sight  of  realisation.  If  anything  really  prac- 
ticable is  pissed  by  the  Governmsnt  the  revolution  effected 
in  the  lives  of  many  thousands  of  us  would  be  a  great  and, 
many  of  us  think,  a  most  happy  one.  Five  years  after  it  is 
accomplished  we  shall  look  back  with  amazement  on  our 
present  loDg  hours  and  wonder  why  we  submitted  to  them 
generation  after  generation.  The  difficulty  in  passing  any- 
thing will  probably  lie  in  the  details.  Roughly,  the  members 
of  Parliament,  both  Peers  and  Commons,  may  be  separated 
into  three  classes.  About  one-third  of  them  are  against  any 
legislation  dealing  with  shop-hours.  The  two-thirds  majority 
is  nearly  equally  divided  between  advocates  of  permissive 
and  compulsory  systems  respectively.  Unless  these  two 
sections  can  agree  on  a  plan,  the  opponents  of  the  scheme 
will  have  their  way.  Surely  for  such  an  innovation  it  would 
be  wiser  to  begin  with  a  permissive  measure. 
The  Decimal  Association 

can  do  something  more  to  promote 
their  cause  than  by  merely  producing  a  decimetre  rule.  If 
half-a-dozen  members  of  the  Association  or  supporters  of  its 
objects  live  in  a  single  town  or  suburb,  they  can  arrange 
with  their  grocers,  drapers,  and  milkmen  to  supply  them  by 
the  kilo.,  the  metre,  and  the  litre.  Such  transactions  would 
be  quite  legal.  They  can  already  without  any  arrangement 
have  their  prescriptions  written  and  dispensed  according  to 


the  metric  system.  Perhacs  they  will  fay  tbat  it  would 
be  too  much  trouble  to  make  the  grocer  and  the  others 
understand  it.  And  yet  they  demand  a  law  compellicg  them 
to  adopt  it  forthwith. 

Mr.  Holmes 

is  very  gentle  with  me,  and  I  am  g  ateful.  I 
know  how  easily  he  could  have  fire  i  a  hundred  bad  worJs  out 
of  his  botan'cal  books  at  me,  and  I  could  not  have  answered. 
He  might  have  cilled  me  a  Sjrobilus  infundibuliform 
angiosperm,  and  for  aught  I  know  I  am  one.  Instead  of 
taking  any  such  unfair  advantage,  he  suggests  a  possible 
discussion  on  the  interesting  question  whether,  in  the  matter 
of  nomenclature,  botany  is  as  bad  or  worse  or  better  than 
chemistry.  Of  course  it  will  be  agreed  that  neither  science 
could  have  developed  without  a  definite  system  of  namirig 
thiDgs. 

The  Naming  of  Things, 

says  Max  Midler,  is  what  "separates 
man  for  ever  from  all  other  animals,"  and  is  what  "makes 
the  things  knowable ."  And  truly  it  is  wonderful  how  little 
we  know  of  most  things  bsyond  their  name?.  Admitting, 
therefore,  the  necessity  of  scientific  terminology;  admitting, 
too,  that  this  perhaps  inevitably  involves  nnwieldy  names, 
and  occasional  modifications  of  them  ;  and  admitting,  lastly, 
that  macrosporacgium  is  no  more  verbally  repallent  than 
paranitrosomethylaniline — there  still  remains  this  to  be 
said  for  chemistry  against  botany:  Chemists  have  recognised 
the  necessity  of  ministering  to  the  ordinary  human  intellect 
by  providing  possible  words  as  substitutes  for  their  impossible 
ones.  We  may  call  diethylsulphon-dimethyl-methane 
sulphonal,  for  example;  and  we  may  still  figure  as  chemists. 
Botanists,  on  the  other  hand,  do  their  utmost  to  destroy  the 
poetry  which  lingers  in  our  old  garden  language;  they 
require  U3  to  refer  to  the  pansy  as  a  tricolourecl  viola  and  to 
the  forget-me-not  as  Mi/osutis  scorpioldjs.  Chemists  have 
besides  invented  thousands  of  euphonious  words  which  are  as 
popular  as  bread-and-butter.  The  namss  of  the  elements 
from  hydrogen  to  radium  are  triumphs  of  word-buildiog  ;  so 
are  hosts  of  chemical  nines  like  glycerin,  quioiac,  and 
menthol.  Botanists  have  s-carcely  invented  a  single  word 
which  has  made  itself  at  homa  in  our  common  speech. 
Gardeners  invented  plenty,  and  sometimes  botanists  have 
Latinised  these;  but  the  old  ones  survive  whether  they  are 
the  fittest  or  not. 

Harley  Street  Ethics 

are  a  little  difficult  for  the  ordinary 
lay  or  commercial  mind  to  grasp.  Professor  Barker,  F.R.C.S., 
of  that  famous  thoroughfare,  contributed  a  paper  last  July 
to  the  "Lancet"  on  a  combination  of  beta-eucaine  and 
adrenalin  which  he  recommended  as  a  valuable  local 
analgesic  and  anaesthetic.  Thereupon  Messrs.  C.  J.  Hewlett 
&  Sons  prepared  some  of  the  combination,  and  explained  it 
on  a  leaflet,  giving  all  the  credit  to  Professor  Barker  and 
quoting  from  his  report.  Professor  Barker  then  wrote  to 
Messrs.  Hewlett  complaining  rather  angrily  of  this  procedure, 
which,  he  says,  is  calculated  to  do  him  harm,  "and  cannot 
but  be  distasteful  to  every  right-minded  member  of  our 
profession. '  Messrs.  Hewlett  replied  promising  to  withdraw 
reference  to  Professor  Barker's  name,  but  expressing  some 
surprise  at  his  objection,  as  the/r  leaflet  inferred  no  suggestion 
that  he  had  recommended  their  injection.  The  "British 
Medical  Journal"  endorses  Professor  Barker's  criticism,  and 
remarks  that  if  the  leaflet  did  not  infer  the  suggestion  it 
suggested  the  inference  that  the  injection  was  recommended 
by  Professor  Barker.  This  is  neat,  but  it  leaves  an  important 
point  doubtfub  May  a  pharmacist  act  on-  a  suggestion 
made  by  a  medical  authority  in  a  medical  journal?  If  he 
does  so,  should  he  not  give  full  credit  to  the  medical  man 
whose  idea  he  has  carried  out  ] 
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DISINFECTANTS. 

Cbe  •*  Sanitas "  Co.,  Clm., 

as?  the  exclusive  r^anufaeturers  of  the 
weil-known  Non-poisonous 

-  SANITAS  "  PREPARATIONS, 

and  their  other  Manufactures  Include 

"  Soldls."  "  Ckol,"   "  Creoelde,"   "  Oehlor," 
"  Klngzett's  Patent  Sulphur  Fumigating  Candles," 
•*  Sulphugators,"  "  Formic  Sulphugators,"  "Formic  Alp 
Purifiers," 

"Formle  Fumigators,"  "Formie  Aldehyde" 
(40  per  cent.  Solution,  Tablets,  and  Powder), 
Klngzett's  Patent  Drain  Testers,  Sheep  Dips,  Weed  Killer, 
Patent  Preserved  Peroxide  of  Hydrogen,  and  Carbolle 
Fluids,  Powders,  and  Soaps. 
"Sanitai"  Pamphlet  and  "How  to  Disinfect"  Book  trill  be  sent 
free  on  application  to — 

TIER'S  ANITAS"  CO.,  Ltd.,  Beihnal  Green,  LONDON,  E. 


JEWSBURY  &  BROWNS 

MINERAL  WATERS 

YIELD  A 

MJS.X12VITJTVI   OF  PROFIT 

W!TH  A  [2] 
m.J.^STHO.\JT/L     OF  TROUBLE. 


By  Appointment  to  King  Edward  VII. 


Ardwick  Green,  MANCHESTER, 


A^Haymarket,  LONDON,  S.W. 

WHOLESALE  IMPORTERS 
OF  PHARMACEUTICAL  SPECIALITIES 


FRENCH*CERMAN 
wpRtov MEDICINES 


PRICE  LIST  ON  APPLICATION. 


LOWEST  PRICES 


1 


Cascara  Tablets. 

Gr.  2.   Sugar  Coated. 

Bottles  of  25,  24/=  per  gross 
Bottles  of  100,    6/=  per  doz. 


Carriage  Paid. 
Send  for  Samples  and  Price  List. 

STANDARD  TABLET  CO. 

HOVE,  SUSSEX 


MILNE'S 


ABSORBENT  COTTON 

LINT,  BANDAGES,  AND  TISSUE. 

ANTISEPTIC  DRESSINGS 


OF  EVERY  DESCRIPTION. 

PRICES   ON  APPLICATION. 


[i] 


THE  GftLEN  MANUFACTURING  CO.,  Ltd. 

Wilson  St.,  New  Cross  Road,  London,  S.E. 


PATENTS  AND  TRADE  MARKS. 


There  are  many  worrying  difficulties  to  be  overcome  in  oonneotlon 
with  the  Registration  of  Trade  Marks  and  the  grant  of  Letters  Patent, 
whioh  members  of  the  Retail  and  Wholesale  Drug  Trade  can  avoid  by 
consulting  an  efficient  agent,  who  would  undertake  all  the  trouble  for 
an  inclusive  fee  and  obtain  protection  in  the  United  Kingdom  and 
abroad.  Advice  in  the  first  instance  free.   Pamphlets  gratis. 

REGINALD  W.  BARKER. 


56  Ludgate  Hill,  London. 


BMtorial  Comments. 


The  Dispensing  Question. 

The  discussion  initiated  by  our  medical  contemporaries  on 
the  question  of  dispensing  by  prescribers  now  threatens  to 
go  beyond  the  pages  of  the  "  Lancet  "  and  "  British  Medical 
Journal,"  for  several  daily  newspapers  have  taken  to  inter- 
viewing medical  men  on  the  subject,  and  it  is,  perhaps,  not 
surprising  to  find  that  the  gentlemen  interviewed  are 
bitterly  opposed  to  change.  The  correspondence  in  our 
medical  contemporaries  does  not  look  hopeful  for  change,  as 
very  few  of  the  participants  appear  to  approach  the  subject 
with  esprit  dv  corps,  but  rather  with  a  comprehensive  respect 
for  their  bank  balances,  and  great  disrespect  for  their  enemy, 
the  prescribing  chemist.  It  is  in  the  "Lancet"  that  we 
find  the  opinions  directly  germane  to  dispensing  by  doctors, 
while  in  the  "  British  Medical  Journal  "  the  correlated  subject, 
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repetition  of  prescriptions,  is  fully  argued.   The  most  striking 
letter  on  the  former  subject  is  from  Dr.  D.  W.  Samways,  who 
writes  from  Mentone,  where  he  practises  in  the  winter, 
dividing  the  rest  of  the  year  between  Brides-les-Bains  and 
Crouch  End,  the  last  a  northern  suburb  of  London  in  which 
he  spends  the  summer.    Dr.  Sam  ways  is  a  man  of  great 
academic  distinction,  being  M.A.  (Cantab.),  M.D.  (Cantab.), 
M.D.  (Paris),  D.Sc.  (Lond.),  M.RC.P.  (Lond.),  M.R.C.S.,  and 
L.R.C.P.     He  holds  two  "double  firsts."    Surely,  there- 
fore, he  is  entitled   to    write    "  sarkastik,"   which  he 
did  with  full  vigour  in  the  "  Lancet  "  last  week.  His 
point  is  that  the  French  medical  man  is  prevented  by  law 
from  dispensing,  and  this  decreases  their  incomes  and  their 
ability  to  help  their  patients.    His  social  position  is  not  so 
high  as  the  English  doctor's.    "  Surely  the  English  system 
is  to  be  preferred,"  says  Dr.  Samways,  for  dispensing  helps 
the  struggling  practitioner,  and  he  has  greater  control  over 
the  quality  and  quantity  of  the  medicines  dispensed,  and 
duration  of  the  medical  treatment.    Dr.  W.  Lansdale,  a 
South  London  practitioner,  has  come  to  regard  the  pro- 
hibition of  dispensing  by  medical  men  as  "  salutary,  neces- 
sary, and  progressive."    Other  correspondents,  who  do  not 
sign  their  names,  advance  details  and  reasons  to  show  that 
medical  practice  in  this  country  cannot  be  dissociated  from 
the  dispensing  of  medicines,  for,  although  it  is  irksome,  it  is 
necessary  either  for  the  convenience  of  patients  or  the  in- 
come of  doctors.    Impolite  references  are  made  to  chemists, 
and  one  is  left  to  infer  by  the  frequency  with  which  "  the 
be^t  drugs  "  are  said  to  be  dispensed  by  medical  men  that 
chemists  do  not  supply  the  best.    No  good  comes  from 
arguing  with  such  people,  but  their  opinions  serve  to  show 
that  any  attempt  to  put  down  medical  dispensing  by  legali- 
sation will  not  succeed  for  some  lime  to  come.    It  is,  un- 
happily, the  case  that  medical  practice  in  England  is  of 
such  a  character  that  the  livelihood  of  most  practitioners 
is  directly  dependent  upon  the  amount  of  medicine  which 
they  supply  to  their  patients.  -  This  condition  was  universal 
at  one  time ;   then  the  apothecary  came  in  to  do  the  dis- 
pensing for  physicians,  ultimately  supplanting  the  latter 
in  the  higher  range  of  their  work.    During  the  past  seventy 
years  chemists  have  had  to  do  most  of  the  work  for  which 
apothecaries  were  originally  qualified,  and  have  been  steadily 
improving  as  regards  qualification  for  dispensing  the  pre- 
scriptions of  medical  practitioners.     So  well  has  this  been 
done  that  in  various  districts  of  the  country  chemists  are 
in  reality  what  they  are  in  name — "  dispensing  chemists," 
and  there  is  complete  accord  between  them  and  the  local 
medical  practitioners,  while  the  public  recognise  that  the 
devolution  of  labour  assures  them  of  better  treatment.  In 
evolution  the  highest  type  is  the  goal,  and  this  is  true  of 
medical  practice.     The  whole  trend  of  medical  education 
and  knowledge  is  towards  the  isolation  and  preservation 
of  the  physician,  so  that  he  may  devote  his  skill  to  the 
prevention  and  cure   of  disease  by  the    best  methods 
known  to  science.     Eighty  to  ninety  per  cent,  of  the 
practitioners     in     England    do    not     reach     the  best 
methods,    because    with    them    physic    and     fee  are 
inseparable,  and  they  must  live.     We  say  this  with  full 
respect  for  the  self-sacrificing  devotion  of  medical  men  as  a 
class  to  the  interests  of  the  community,  but  we  cannot  forget 
experience,  and  we  know  that,  where  medical  practitioners  are 
not  trammelled  by  the  "  physic  and  fee  "  bogey,  resources  of 
treatment  are  open  to  them  which  the  dispensing  doctor  has 
not  full  opportunity  of  appreciating.    We  do  not  venture 
now  to  deal  with  several  correlated  evils  of  present  English 
practice  in  this  matter,  but  we  may  at  least  say  that  the 
surest  method  for  stopping  tie  prescribing  chemist  is  to 
make  him  a  dispensing  one,  and  one  of  the  best  ways  for 


the  young  doctor  to  get  on  is  to  associate  himself  with  the 
chemists  in  his  locality. 


War  and  Camphor. 

The  outbreak  of  hostilities  between  Russia  and  Japan  has 
been  the  principal  topic  of  conversation  in  commercial 
circles  this  week,  and  the  latest  intelligence,  as  posted  up  in 
the  Commercial  Sale-rooms  in  Mincing  Lane,  is  eagerly 
scanned  by  members.  Several  articles  of  Japanese  produce 
have  already  been  effected  by  the  war — viz.,  camphor, 
menthol,  and  peppermint  oil,  the  shipment  of  which  from 
Japan  can  only  take  place  now  in  vessels  of  a  neutral  Power. 
Other  Japanese  articles  in  which  the  "Lane"  is  interested 
include  antimony,  ginger,  galls,  agar-agar,  and  vegetable- 
wax,  and  if  the  war  is  of  long  duration  higher  prices  may  be 
expected.  So  far,  menthol  and  peppermint  oil  show  the 
greater  advance,  but  the  movement  is  of  a  speculative 
nature  and  not  warranted  by  any  scarcity  of  either  article. 
The  tension  which  has  existed  in  the  camphor-market  for 
the  past  month  or  six  weeks  has,  however,  become  further 
accentuated  this  week  as  a  consequence  of  the  war,  and  the 
prospects  of  an  early  resumption  of  exports  of  crude 
camphor  from  Japan  (if  there  is  any  to  be  had ) 
are  now  more  remote  than  ever.  As  already  re- 
ported, refiners  for  several  weeks  past  have  ceased 
making  contracts,  and  are  only  selling  in  small  wholesale 
quantities  to  their  regular  consumers  for  prompt  delivery. 
In  this  connection  it  is  not  inappropriate  to  call  attention  to 
the  article  on  page  289  by  Dr  M.  O.  Forster  on  synthetic 
camphor.  There  have  been  published  during  the  past  few 
weeks  glowing  but  vague  statements  respecting  the  process 
patented  by  the  Ampere  Electro-chemicil  Company  at  Port 
Chester,  which  was  formed  some  time  ago  with  a  capital  of 
a  million  dollars  to  carry  out  the  process  on  a  commercial 
scale.  We  thought  it  advisable  to  get  the  opinion  of  Dr. 
Forster,  who  has  an  international  reputation  in  respect  to 
the  synthesis  of  camphor.  He  comments  temperately  and 
favourably  on  the  possibilities  of  the  process  as  it  has  been 
described.  We  may  add  that  the  company's  factory  in  Fox 
Island  is  stated  to  have  a  prospective  producing  capacity  of 
2,000.000  lbs.  of  camphor  per  annum  (that  is  as  much  as  will 
serve  the  United  States  for  a  whole  year),  and  it  was 
expected  that  last  year  600,000  lbs.  would  be  made.  So  far 
none  has  appeared  on  the  market,  and  for  that  reason  we 
contemplate  the  elaborate  apparatus  figured  on  page  289 
with  a  feeling  of  mystery,  joining,  nevertheless,  with  Dr. 
Forster  in  the  wish  that  the  great  problem  has  been  solved. 


Invented  Words  as  Trade=marks. 

The  •' Absorbine"  case,  decided  last  week,  has  more  than 
passing  interest,  because  it  imperils  the  validity  of  a  veiy 
large  number  of  trade-marks  which  have  been  registered 
siDce  the  decision  was  given  by  the  House  of  LorJs  in  the 
"Solio  "  case.  A  barrister  writes  fully  in  this  issue  on  the 
bearings  of  the  case,  and  it  is  therefore  unnecessary  that 
we  should  go  over  the  ground  he  does.  The  purpose  of  this 
note  is  chiefly  to  point  cut  thao'  if,  in  consequence  of  last 
week's  decision,  the  Comptroller-General  of  Trade-maiks 
goes  beyond  the  order  of  the  Court,  all  such  words  as 
"absorbine"  would  henceforth  be  exclude i  from  registra- 
tion. Since  the  "  Solio  "  case  the  Comptroller  has  considered 
that  he  has  no  option  but  to  register  such  words,  and 
under  the  new  practice  a  greit  deal  cf  money  has  betn 
expended  and  property  created  thereby.  Charge  of  practice 
J  in  such  matters  is  very  serious  from  the  business  point  of 
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view,  and  this  should  have  the  consideration  of  the  Comp- 
troller. There  is  some  reason  for  saving  that  the  "  Solio  ' 
decision  will  still  serve  for  guidance  at  the  Trade-marks 
Office.  It  is  advisable,  however,  to  examine  more  closely 
Mr.  Justice  Joyce's  reasons  for  his  apparent  departure  from 
that  judgment.  Speaking  of  the  origin  of  the  word 
"  absorbioe,"  he  said  it  might  be  the  common  English  word 
"absorb"  with  the  common  termination  "ine"  added 
thereto.    He  proceeded  to  say: 

Such  a  termination  is  found  in  very  many  words  designating 
chemical  substances,  as  may  be  seen  by  reference  to  the  index  to 
any  manual  of  chemistry  —  e.g.,  chlorine,  glycerine,  pepaine, 
saccharine.  It  is  also  frequently  found  as  a  mere  termination  in 
the  names  of  medicinal  and  other  preparations  which  are  some- 
times referred  to  as  proprietary  articles  —  e. ij.,  maltine,  phos- 
phorine,  sulpholine,  brilliantine,  &c.  So  used  the  syllable  "  ine  " 
has  no  meaning  at  all  of  itself,  nor  has  it  any  here.  It  is  little, 
if  anything,  more  than  a  sort  of  nourish  rounding  off  the  word  or 
expression  to  which  it  is  attached  in  order  to  make  a  euphonious 
name. 

His  Lordship  then  referred  to  the  "  Solio  "  case  and  what  the 
Law  Lords  said  in  regard  to  invented  words.  Thus  Lord 
Herschell  said  : 

It  may  sometimes  be  difficult  to  determine  whether  a  word  is 
an  invented  word  or  not.  I  do  not  think  the  combination  of  two 
English  words  is  an  invented  word,  even  although  the  combina- 
tion may  not  have  been  in  use  before  ;  nor  do  I  think  that  a  mere 
variation  of  the  orthography  or  termination  of  a  word  would  be 
sufficient  to  constitute  an  invented  word  if  to  the  eye  or  ear  the 
same  idea  would  be  conveyed  as  by  the  word  in  its  ordinary  form 

This  opinion  carries  with  it  a  relation  between  the  quality 
of  the  article  and  the  character  of  the  word.  Lord  Shand 
was  clearer  when  he  said  : 

Invented  words  . .  .  should  be  clearly  and  substantially  different 
from  any  word  in  ordinary  and  common  use  with  a  diminutive  or 
a  short  and  meaningless  syllable  added  to  it,  or  a  mere  combina- 
tion of  two  known  words  would  not  be  an  invented  word ;  and  a 
word  would  not  be  "  invented"  which,  with  some  trifling  addition 
or  very  trifling  variation,  still  leaves  the  word  one  which  is  well 
known  or  in  ordinary  use,  and  which  would  be  quite  understood 
as  intended  to  convey  the  meaning  of  such  a  word. 

It  was  these  declarations  that  appeared  to  guide  Mr.  Justice 
Joyce  to  his  decision.  Contrary  to  the  opinion  of  a  barrister 
we  think  they  add  weight  to  the  judgment ;  but  this  does  not 
get  rid  of  the  fact  that  the  Comptroller-General  is  every 
week  placing  such  words  on  the  register  (with  disclaimers), 
and  if  the  "  Absorbine  "  decision  is  to  have  general  applica- 
tion, registration  is  worse  than  useless,  since  it  may  drag 
the  coiners  of  the  words  into  expensive  litigation. 


Company  Directors  to  be  Qua  ified. 

The  Medical  and  Pharmacy  Ordinance  of  the  Orange  River 
Colony  Legislative  Council  became  law  in  January,  so  that 
the  new  Colony  has  the  credit  of  being  the  first  division  of 
the  British  Empire  to  adopt  the  principle  of  the  directorate 
clause.  We  congratulate  the  officers  of  the  young  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  of  the  Colony  on  their  achievement,  and  it  is 
some  satisfaction  to  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  that  the 
principle,  first  formulated  in  these  pages,  has  received 
statutory  recognition.  We  hope  this  is  a  foretaste  of  what 
will  yet  be  done  at  Westminster. 

Magistrates  and  Chemists'  Licences. 

We  must  confess  to  a  certain  sympathy  with  the  move- 
meat  which  appears  general  all  over  England  to  restrict 
the  number  of  licensed  houses.  A  plethora  of  public-houses 
cannot  be  altogether  for  the  public  good,  and  is  not  even 
a  public  necessity;  bat  we  think  licensing  magistrates 
might  with  advantage  exercise  a  wiser  discretion  in  the 
granting  of  ofE-licences  to  chemists.  There  are  certain 
medical  wines— for  which  the  Inland  Revenue  Com- 
missioners require  an  Excise-licence— which  are  properly 


obtainable  only  at  a  chemist's,  and  it  is  to  the  chemist 
that  the  public  naturally  g>es  for  anything  medicinal.  The 
refusal,  therefore,  to  grant  such  licences  to  respectable 
chemists,  on  the  plea  that  there  are  other  licensed  traders 
(grocers  and  others)  ia  the  neighbourhood,  is  a  serious 
hampering  of  a  perfectly  legitimate  trade,  and  must  in 
many  cases  cause  inconvenience  to  the  public.  As  far  as 
we  know,  no  authentic  cases  can  be  produced  of  a  licensed 
chemist's  establishment  degenerating  into  anything  approach- 
ing a  "  drinking-shop,"  and  in  the  majority  of  cases  all  that 
chemists  desire  is  a  licence  to  sell  medical  wines  for  the 
convenience  of  their  customers  and  the  doctors  who  prescribe 
them.  Even  where  chemists  are  willing  to  give  an  under- 
taking to  sell  nothing  but  "medicated  wines "  many  over- 
zealous  magistrates  refuse  on  grounds  that  are  not  quite 
clear. 

What  is  Sufficient  Disclosure  ? 

In  his  quarterly  report  to  the  Corporation  of  London,  Dr. 
F.  L.  Teed,  public  analyst,  states  that  during  the  quarter 
ended  December  31,  1933,  he  analysed  314  samples  of  food 
and  drugs,  of  which  twenty,  or  6  4  per  cent.,  were  adulterated. 
He  complained  that  many  vendors  endeavour  to  contract 
themselves  out  of  the  provisions  of  the  Sale  of  Food  and 
Drugs  Acts  by  exhibiting  notices  which,  while  implying  that 
the  goods  sold  are  of  high  quality,  are  designed  to  act  as  a 
bar  to  any  proceedings  under  the  Acts  should  the  analytical 
results  prove  them  to  be  of  inferior  quality  or  actually 
adulterated.  That  system  impairs  the  utility  of  the  Acts  to 
the  public.  In  every  casj  in  which  full  disclosure  is  not 
made  it  is  desirable  that  the  vendor  should  be  prosecuted, 
and  if  the  prosecution  is  unsuccessful,  a  case  should  be  taken 
to  the  High  CjurS,  in  order  to  decide  what  amount  of  dis- 
closure is  sufficient  to  enable  a  vendor  to  escape  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Acts.  Should  the  High  Court  decide  against 
the  prosecution,  Dr.  Teed  then  recommends  that  representa- 
tions should  ba  made  to  the  Local  Government  Board,  and 
fresh  legislation  promoted.  He  objects  to  publicans  selling 
diluted  spirits  with  notice,  instead  of  spirits  of  the  statutory 
strength,  and  advises  prosecutors  to  be  careful  regarding 
the  warranties  pleaded  by  milk-vendors.  Of  the  twenty 
samples  of  drugs  which  were  taken  only  two  (both  of  them 
samples  of  compound  tincture  of  rhubarb)  were  "  adulter- 
ated." One  sample  was  23  per  cent,  deficient  in  extractive, 
and  the  other  was  27  per  cent,  deficient  in  alcohol.  In  each 
case  the  vendor  was  cautioned. 

Text=books  of  Physical  Chemistry. 

Chemists  who  got  the  foundations  of  their  knowledge  of 
the  science  in  the  eighties,  or  before,  sometimes  leel  hurt 
when  they  hear  tho-e  of  the  younger  school  talk  glibly  in  a 
language  spattered  with  new  words  and  phrases  which, 
have  originated  since  physical  chemistry  his  become  mora 
pronounced.  Such  older  men  will  be  glad  to  hear  that  Sir- 
William  Rimsay,  K.C.B.,  F.R.S.,  is  editing  for  Messrs. 
LoDgmans,  Green  &  Co  a  series  of  "  Text-books  of  Physical 
Chemistry,"  each  of  moderate  compass  dealing  with  one- 
branch  of  physical  chemistry.  In  the  first  one  Dr.  Alexander 
Finlay  deals  with  "The  Phase  Rule,"  and  it  is  published  this- 
week  at  5s.  It  is  as  neat  as  a  novel,  and  includes  an  intro- 
duction to  physical  chemistry  by  Sir  William  Ramsay — a. 
longish  essay,  which  is  published  separately  at  Is.  The 
other  volumes  of  the  series  will  be  "  Stoicbiometry  "(Professor 
S.  Young),  "The  Relation  between  Chemical  Constituticn 
and  Phy.-ical  Properties"  (D\  Samuel  Smiles),  "Electro- 
Chemistry"  (Dr.  R.  A.  Lehfeldt),  "Spectroscopy"  (Mr. 
E.  C.  C.  Baly),  "  Thermodynamics  "  (Dr.  F.  G.  Donnan),  End 
"Chemical  Dynamics  and  Reactions"  (Dr.  J.  W.  Mellor) 
Our  preliminary  tast  i  of  the  first  volume  predicate  pleasant 
and  instructive  reading  and  a  valuable  addition  to  our  book- 
shelves. 


February  13,  1904 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 


275 


HOestminster  MteDom. 

(From  our  Parliamentary  Representative.) 

The  Medical  Act  Amendment  Bill. 
General  Laurie  was  not  very  successful  in  the  ballot  for 
Private  Bills,  but  though  he  was  thiity-fourth  in  the  list  of 
members  anxious  to  promote  Bills,  he  has  contrived  to  secure 
a  very  favourable  position  for  his  Medical  Act  (1886)  Amend- 
ment Bill.  He  has  put  the  Bill  down  for  second  reading  on 
February  19,  and  though  he  has  not  been  able  to  secure  first 
place  for  it  on  that  date,  there  is  some  prospect  of  progress 
being  made  with  it.  The  General's  Bill  is,  I  believe,  the 
old  one  to  place  medical  men  holding  Colonial  or  Indian 
qualifications  on  a  foot'ng  with  those  who  have  graduated  at 
home  as  regards  Service  appointments.  So  far  nothing  has 
yet  been  heard  in  the  House  regarding  the  Bill  promoted  by 
a  branch  of  the  British  Medical  Association,  which  contains 
the  following  clause  : 

No  person  registered  under  the  Medical  Act,  excepting  only  as 
hereinafter  indicated,  shall  dispense  or  supply  drugs  or  other 
medicaments  to  anyone. 

The  most  noteworthy  exceptions  refer  to  medical  officers 
in  the  Army  and  Navy,  practitioners  attending  emergency 
cases,  and  medical  men  practising  in  country  districts  in  which 
the  inhabitants  are  too  few  to  support  both  a  doctor  and  a 
chemist.  A  penalty  of  100/.  is  suggested  for  the  first 
offence. 

The  Ke-vaccination  Bill. 

Sir  John  Tuke  has  brought  in  a  Bill  to  provide  for  the 
re-vaccination  of  children  after  the  age  of  twelve.  The 
second  reading  of  the  Bill  is  the  first  order  down  for  con- 
sideration on  April  26. 

A  Court  of  Reference. 

Mr.  Walter  Long  made  a  rather  important  statement  with 
regard  to  the  report  of  the  Koyal  Commission  on  Arsenical 
Poisoning  in  reply  to  the  question  put  to  him  on  the  subject 
by  Sir  Cuthbert  Qailter.  He  had,  he  said,  belore  the  issue  of 
the  Report,  had  under  consideration  the  expediency  of 
promoting  legislation  with  a  view  to  the  constitution  of  a 
court  of  reference  for  the  dtci-ion  of  certain  scientific 
questions  in  relation  to  certain  kinds  of  food,  and  he  had 
beenincomniunication  with  the  Board  of  Tradeand  the  Board 
of  Agriculture  on  the  subject.  He  was,  he  said,  continuing 
to  give  attention  to  the  matter,  but  having  legard  to  the 
large  and  important  recommendations  of  the  Arsenical  Com- 
mission, he  thought  it  would  be  necessary  that  a  conference 
should  be  held  of  representatives  of  the  Government  Depart- 
ments concerned  before  a  decision  as  to  the  course  to  be 
adopted  could  be  arrived  at. 

New  Bills. 

Among  the  Bills  introduced  on  Friday,  February  5,  was 
cne  by  Sir  Charles  Dilke  to  '•  amend  the  law  relating  to 
shops,"  one  by  Sir  Howard  Vincent  to  "amend  the  Mer- 
chandise-marks Act.  1887,"  and  one  by  Mr.  Louis  Sinclair  to 
41  establish  a  bureau  for  a  Minister  of  Commerce." 


Blair— Falconer— At  the  Masonic  Temple,  Greenock, 
■on  February  5,  by  the  Rev.  J.  F.  Macpherson,  B.I) ,  Alexander 
Laird  Blair,  chemist  and  druggist,  to  Agnes  Beatrice  Robert- 
son, eldest  daughter  of  Mr.  William  Falconer,  Greenock. 

Furber — Martin. — At  St.  John's  Church,  Keynsham, 
Bristol,  on  Febiuary  2,  by  the  Rev.  D.  Percival  Hatchard, 
John  Furber,  chemist  and  druggist,  Chesterfield,  to  Gertrude 
Ellen,  second  daughter  of  Mr.  Richard  Martin. 


Beatbs, 

Bell. — On  February  9,  at  Belford  House,  Haltwhistle, 
Grace,  widow  of  the  late  Mr.  James  Bell,  chemist  and 
druggist. 

Eager  — At  Roe  Street,  North  Fitzroy  (Melbourne),  cn 
December  8,  Willi  .m  Henry  Eager,  chemist  and  druggist, 


aged  seventy-three.  Mr.  Eager  was  apprenticed  in  London, 
and  in  1853  emigrated  to  Victoria.  He  retired  from  business 
in  1890. 

Evans. — At  Trelawney  Square,  Flint,  on  January  31,  Mr. 
Thomas  Fryer  Evans,  chemist  and  druggist,  aged  forty- 
four.  Mr.  Evans  had  been  in  business  in  Flint  lor  about 
twenty- three  years. 

Downing. — At  Launceston,  on  February  6,  Mr.  Frederick 
Downing,  chemist  and  druggist.  Mr.  Downing  was  a 
Cornishman,  and  served  his  apprenticeship  at  Falmouth. 
After  acting  as  assistant  in  Brighton,  Torquay,  and  Pau  he 
went  to  Launceston,  where  he  had  been  in  business  for  over 
twenty  years.  He  was  an  active  member  of  the  Town  Council, 
lieutenant  of  the  fire-brigade  for  some  years,  and  a  Past  Master 
of  the  Dunheved  Lodge  of  Freemasons,  and  provincial  officer 
of  Cornwall.  Owing  to  the  suddenness  of  his  death  an 
inquest  was  considered  necessary,  and  after  hearing  the 
evidence  of  Mr.  C.  J.  Park,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  Mutley 
Plain,  Plymouth,  a  domestic  servant  in  the  employ  of  Mr. 
Downing,  and  of  Dr.  T.  W.  Shepherd,  of  Launceston,  the 
jury  returned  a  verdict  of  death  from  kidney-disease  and 
urremic-poisoning,  accelerated  by  the  injudicious  use  of 
narcotics,  and  expressed  their  sympathy  with  the  widow  and 
three  children. 

Keall.— At  199  High  Street,  Swansea,  on  February  7, 
Mr.  Frederick  Peard  Keall,  chemist  and  druggist,  aged 
sixty.  Mr.  Keall  died  suddenly  from  heart-failure.  He  had 
been  in  business  as  a  chemist  and  dentist  in  Swansea  for 
about  forty  years. 

Maurice.— At  Llwyncelyn  Lan,  Llanfyrnach,  South 
Wales,  on  February  7,  Mr.  James  Maurice,  chemist  and 
druggist,  late  of 
34  Beiford  Street, 
Plymouth,  aged 
fifty-three.  Mr. 
Mauri  :e  was  ap- 
prenticed at  Car- 
digan, arid  went 
to  Plymouth  over 
thirty  years  ago 
as  an  assistant  to 
Vicory  &;  Co.,  to 
whose  business  he 
finally  succeeded, 
only  retiring  last 
December.  He 
was  of  bright  and 
genial  disposition, 
and  the  many 
members  of  the 
craft  to  whom  le 
endeared  himself 
by  his  kindness 
and  geniality  at 
the  meeting  of 
the  British  Phar- 
maceutical Con- 
ference at  Plymouth  in  1900  will  learnjwith  regret  of  his 
premature  decease. 

Morrell. — On  February  6,  after  a  lingering  illness,  Mr. 
Frederick  Morrell,  ch«mi,t  and  druggist,  of  306  Kennington 
Park  Rosd,  S.E.,  and  26  Clapham  Road,  S.W. 

Smith. — Mr.  Thomas  Smith,  the  well-known  advertising 
expert,  of  132  Fleet  Street,  E.C  ,  died  suddenly  on  Monday 
evening,  February  8.  at  King's  Cross  Suburban  Station.  He 
was  about  to  proceed  to  his  home  at  Enfield,  when  he  was 
seized  with  illness,  and  expired  from  heart-failure  before 
medical  aid  could  be  obtained.  Mr.  Smith  started  as  an 
advertising  agent  in  1878.  His  first  order  was  one  page, 
advertising  Judson's  dyes,  in  the  "  Good  Templars'  Watch- 
word." Soon  after  he  gotj  another ;  and  steadily  his 
connection  grew,  and  Mr.  Smith  became  identified  with,  and 
interested  in,  several  articles  which  chemists  are  familiar 
with,  while  he  helped  in  advertising  such  well-known 
articles  as  Daisy-powder,  Frizzetta,  Eiffel  Tower  lemonade, 
Mason's  extract,  Woodcock's  pills,  and  many  others. 

Williams. — At  Overlaw,  42  Barlow  Moor  Road,  Chorlton- 
cum-Hardy,  on  February  4.  Ann,  widow  of  Mr.  F.  P. 
Williams,  chemist  and  drugg'st,  late  of  Oldham  Road,  Man- 
chester, aged  eighty. 
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Winter  Session, 


Chemical  Society. 

A  meeting  was  held  at  Burlington  House,  Piccadilly, 
on  Thursday  evening,  February  4,  Dr.  W.  A.  Tilden,  F.R.S. 
(President),  in  the  chair.  After  the  reading  of  the  minutes, 
the  President  announced  tbat  the  Council  had  that  after- 
noon considered  the 

Selection  op  Officers  of  the  Society, 

and  had  decided  on  the  list  of  names  to  be  submitted  for 
election  by  the  Fellows  at  the  annual  meeting.  Dr.  Tilden 
is  again  proposed  as  President,  whilst  Dr.  Scott,  now  Senior 
Secretary,  becomes  a  Vice-President,  and  Dr.  Martin  O.Forster, 
of  the  Royal  College  of  Science,  is  suggested  as  Junior 
Secretary.  Dr.  A  Lapworth,  formerly  senior  demonstrator  in 
chemistry  at  Bloomsbury  Square,  and  now  head  of  the 
chemical  department  at  the  Goldsmiths'  Institute,  New 
Cross,  is  prop  jsecl  as  an  addition  to  the  Council.  These 
changes,  it  will  be  seen,  are  in  the  direction  of  giving  the 
younger  Fellows  some  of  the  privileges  for  which  they  have 
lately  been  agitating. 

Address  to  Mendeleeff. 

Dr.  Tilden  also  drew  the  attention  of  the  Fellows  to  the 
fact  that  Tuesday,  February  9,  was  the  seventieth  birthday 
of  the  eminent  Russian  chemical  philosopher,  Mendeleeff,  and 
also  the  date  of  his~  retirement  from  official  service,  though 
the  latter  will  not  in  reality  take  effect  until  the  following 
year.  The  Council  had  agreed  to  forward  a  congratulatory 
address  on  this  interesting  occasion. 

Potassium- tellurium  Bromide. 

Dr.  Scott,  who  has  lately  been  engaged  in  an  extensive 
research  on  tellurium  compounds,  obtained  in  the  course  of 
this  work  a  beautifully  crystalline  specimen  of  potassium- 
tellurium  bromide,  which  he  exhibited  at  the  meeting.  It 
was  a  mass  of  perfect  octahedra,  closely  resembling  potassium 
bichromate  in  colour. 

The  Constitution  of  Epinephrine. 

Dr.  H.  A.  D.  Jowett  stated  that  the  haemostatic  con- 
stituent of  the  suprarenal  gland  was  first  investigated  by 
Abel  in  America,  who  gave  to  it  the  name  "  epinephrine." 
Subsequently  von  Fiirth  isolated  from  the  same  source  a 
substance,  also  possessing  the  power  of  causing  a  rise  in 
blood-pressure,  which  he  supposed  was  not  identical  with 
epinephrine,  and  therefore  named  it  "  suprarenine."  A  little 
later  Takamine  obtained  from  these  glands  an  active 
crystalline  substance,  which  he  named  "adrenaline." 
Recent  investigations  have  shown  that  these  three  sub- 
stances are  in  reality  more  or  less  pure  forms  of  the  same 
constituent,  and  that  the  latter  is  a  catechol  derivative 
with  possibly  a  hydrogenised  pyrrol  nucleus.  The  investi- 
gation of  this  material  has  been  taken  up  in  the  Wellcome 
Chemical  Research  Laboratories  by  the  author,  who  finds 
that  it  has  the  composition  C,,H]303N  first  assigned  to  it  by 
Aldrich,  that  it  furnishes  a  small  quantity  of  a  substance 
giving  the  protocatechine  acid-reartion  when  fused  with 
potash,  and  that  when  completely  methylated  and  the 
resulting  product  oxidised  there  is  formed  trimethylamine 
and  veratric  acid.  From  these  data  and  the  results  already 
recorded  by  previous  workers  he  assigns  the  following 
formula  to  epinephrine,  which  name  he  proposes  to  retain 
for  the  substance : 

OH 

OH 


CH(OH) 
CH2.NH(CHJ) 

The  second  paper  of  the  evenirg  was  contributed  by 
Messrs.  A.  G.  and  M.  Per  kin,  and  was  read  by  the  latter. 
It  described  the  results  obtained  by  the  electrolytic  oxica- 


tion  of  gallic  acid  with  the  object  of  producing  purpuro- 
gallin.  The  best  yields  were  secured  when  no  porous 
diaphragm  was  used. 

The  Action  of  Nitrogen  Peroxide  on 

1-NlTROCAMPHENE 

was  the  subject  of  the  next  paper,  in  which  Dr.  M.  O. 
Forster  had  collaborated  with  Miss  F.  Micklethwait.  Dc 
Forster  began  by  apologising-  for  the  paper,  which  he 
stated  was  the  record  of  a  failure,  since,  although  a  number 
of  complex  but  interesting  and  well-crystallised  compounds 
had  been  obtained  in  the  course  of  the  work,  they  had  been 
unable  to  determine  their  constitutions.  In  the  discussion 
which  followed  Dr.  Wynne  was  inclined  to  be  sceptical 
about  the  constitution  of  the  authors'  1-nitrocamphene, 
which  was  represented  as  containing  a  trimctbylene  ring, 
which,  considering  its  stability,  Dr.  Wynne  thought  unlikely. 
Dr.  Forster  assured  Dr.  Wynne  that  camphor  chemists 
could  find  no  objection  to  the  formula ;  but,  as  the  Phar- 
maceutical Society's  professor  still  looked  unconvinced,  he 
proceeded,  amidst  humorous  protests  on  the  part  of  the 
meeting,  to  recapitulate  the  steps  by  which  the  formula  was 
arrived  at. 

The  remaining  papers  were  taken  as  read,  and  the 
meet'ng  was  adjourned  till  Wednesday,  February  24,  at 
5.30  p.m. 


Society  of  Chemical  Industry. 

Manchester  Section. 

The  largest  attendance  ever  known  at  an  ordinary  meeting: 
of  this  Section  was  recorded  at  the  meeting  on  February  5 
at  the  Technical  School,  on  the  occasion  of  the  reading  of  a 
paper  by  Mr.  Julius  Hiibner  and  Professor  W.  J.  Pope,  F.R  EL, 
on 

mercerising. 

The  paper  was  entitled  "The  Lustre,  the  Tinctorial  Pro- 
perties, and  the  Structural  Alterations  fwhich  Result  from 
Treating  Cotton  with  Mercerising  and  other  Liquids." 

Mr.  Hubner  read  the  paper,  in  which  it  was  stated  that 
the  authors  had  made  many  experiments.  They  had  put 
cotton-fibre  under  the  microscope,  and  watched  the  effects 
of  caustic  soda,  potassium  iodide,  nitric  acid,  sulphuric  acid, 
and  hydrochloric  acid  upon  it  microscopically.  No  sub- 
stance, however,  seemed  so  well  adapted  for  mercerising 
cotton  as  caustic  soda.  The  effects  were  shown  by  the  aid 
of  a  micro-projection  apparatus.  Each  fibre  has  a  cartai 
running  through  it  from  top  to  bottom.  Each  fibre  in  its 
natural  state  is  also  twisted,  the  twists  being  irregular, 
from  left  to  right  and  from  right  to  left.  Immediately  after 
the  solution  of  caustic  soda  is  applied  the  untwisting  begins, 
and  goes  on  until  each  fibre  becomes  a  straight  ribbon. 
Glycerin  was  tried  with  caustic  soda,  but  there  was  less 
lustre  than  with  caustic  soda  alone.  The  results  were  als« 
better  wiih  cold  than  with  hot  solutions.  Nitric  acid  gave 
considerable  lustre. 


Chemists'   Assistants'  Association. 

At  a  meeting  held  at  73  Newman  Street,  W.,  on  February  4, 
the  President  in  the  chair,  a  paper  was  read  by  Mr.  F.  W. 
Gamble  on 

Serums  and  Immunity. 
Therapeutic  serums,  said  Mr.  Gamble,  consist  of  the  defibri- 
nated  blocd-plasma  of  animals  which  have  been  rendered 
insusceptible  to  a  particular  micro-organism,  or  its  toxic 
products,  by  the  injection  of  increasing  quantities  of  toxie 
material.  Bacterial  toxins  are  assumed  to  be  of  a  protei<£ 
nature,  but  no  chemical  method  is  available  for  their  identi- 
fication, which  rests  entirely  upon  their  physiological  actioit. 
The  constituents  of  diphtheria  toxin-broth  are  complex. 
In  addition  to  pure  toxin,  the  culture-fluids  contain  bodies 
of  similar  constitution,  known  as  toxones  and  toxoids.  The 
change  from  toxin  to  toxoid  can  be  effected  by  several 
methods.  Toxoids  are  comparatively  innocuous,  but  they 
neutralise  antitoxin  with  great  avidity.  The  presence  of 
toxoids  and  toxones  as  concomitants  of  toxin  is  of  great 
importance  in  the  standardisation  of  test-toxin.  Tetanus- 
toxin  is  the  most  powerful  of  all  known  bacterial  poisons. 
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The  horse  is  veiy  susceptible  to  its  actioD,  and  at  the  com- 
mencement  of  the  process  of  immunisation  the  poisonous 
properties  of  the  culture  fluid  are  attenuated  by  the  addition 
of  iodine  solution  or  by  heat. 

Intra  cellular  toxins  consist  of,  or  are  contained  in,  the 
bacterial  cell  juices.  To  obtain,  in  an  unaltered  condition, 
mechanical  fracture  of  the  investing  cell  envelope  is 
necessary.  This  is  done  by  grinding  in  a  special  mortar, 
as  devised  by  Knob,  and  subsequent  extraction  with  dis- 
tilled water.  Macfa'iyea  has,  more  recently,  utilised  the 
extreme  cold  of  liquid  air  to  freeze  out  the  bacillary 
bodies. 

The  defini  e  power  of  combination  exeited  between  toxin 
and  antitoxin  allows  the  compirative  potency  of  antitoxic 
serums  to  be  e  tiuiated  with  considerable  accuracy.  For  the 
standardisation  of  diphtheria-serum  a  specially  prepared 
test-antitoxin,  of  constant  strength,  is  used.  By  means 
of  the  test-antitoxin  the  strength  of  an  active  broth-toxin  is 
accurately  determined.  The  potency  of  antitoxic  serums  is 
expressed  as  "units  of  immunity''  per  cubic  centimetre. 
The  amount  of  serum  containing  one  unit  of  immunity  is 
considered  the  equivalent  of  one  hundred  Lthal  doses  of 
toxic  material  for  a  guinea-pig  weighing  about  250  grams. 

Dea'ing  with  the  fact  that  diphtheria-serum  has  been 
introduced  into  the  German  Pharmacopoeia  of  1900,  Mr. 
Gamble  said  that  this  will  raise  the  question  whether  any 
objection  exists  to  the  physiological  standardisation  of  drugs 
not  amenable  to  ordinary  chemical  processes  of  estimation, 
though  posses-ed  of  considerable  physiological  activity. 

Tetanus-antitoxin  has  not  for  curative  purposes  been 
attended  with  the  striking  results  obtained  with  diphtheria- 
seram.  The  prophylactic  use  of  the  antitoxin  should, 
however,  become  a  routine  practice  in  the  near  future  in 
cases  of  possible  tetanic  infection.  In  no  disease  is  cure  so 
difficult,  and  prevention,  apparently,  so  easy.  In  veterinary 
practice,  where  tetanus  is  so  common,  immunisation  has 
been  carried  out  with  marked  success. 

Anti-venomous  serum  is  strictly  antitoxic,  though  the 
poisonous  venoms  which  are  the  stimulus  to  its  production 
are  not  of  bacteiial  or'gin.  The  products  of  the  poison- 
glands  of  several  species  of  snakes  are  used  in  the  process  of 
active  immuni-ation  of  the  horse,  and  the  serum  produced 
is  especially  protective  against  the  bites  of  those  species 
whose  venom  is  used.  Anti-bacterial  serums  are  those  result- 
ing from  the  use  of  unfiltered  cultures  of  such  bacilli  as  do 
not  produce  extra-cellular  toxin  in  appreciable  quantities. 
They  are  much  less  definite  than  antitoxic  serums,  both  in 
their  composition  and  therapeutic  action.  Whilst  anti- 
bacterial serums  are  able  to  procure  the  disintegration  of  the 
specific  bacilli,  they  do  little  or  nothing  towards  affording 
protection  against  any  iutra-cellular  substance  of  a  poisonous 
nature  thus  set  free.  These  serums  are  not  susceptible  of  very 
accurate  standardisation,  and  their  keeping  properties  are 
bad.  Antistreptococcus  serum  is  the  best  known  member  of 
the  class  of  antibacterial  serums.  In  its  production,  poly- 
valency  is  procured  by  the  use  of  several  highly  virulent 
strains  of  streptococci,  their  virulence  being  enhanced  by 
repeated  passages  through  a  highly  susceptible  animal. 
Other  serums  used  to  a  limited  extent  are  pneumacoccic, 
plague,  typhoid,  and  cholera. 

Dealing  with  vaccines,  Mr.  Gamble  said  that  they  usually 
consist  of  cultures  of  the  specific  micro-organism  in  a 
modified  form.  They  are  preventive  only,  and  confer  an 
active  immunity  similar  to  that  produced  in  the  horse 
during  immunisation  for  the  production  of  serum. 

Coming  to  immunity,  Mr.  Gamble  explained  that  toxin 
and  antitoxin,  mixed  in  vitrio,  neutralise  each  other,  their 
combination  presenting  all  the  characters  of  a  quantitative 
chemical  reaction.  The  mixture  is  non-poisonous,  and 
suitable  methods  of  dialysis  which,  in  the  absence  of 
antitoxin,  separate  the  toxin,  fail  to  do  so  in  the  presence  of 
the  anti-body  Living  protoplasm  possesses  a  similar 
property  of  combining  with  toxin.  It  is  evident,  therefore, 
that  toxins  have  an  affinity  for  certain  cells  with  which 
they  form  durable  combina'ion,  butif  the  toxin  be  previously 
saturated  wifi  antitoxin  this  affinity  no  longer  exists. 

The  mode  of  action  of  antibacterial  serums  is  more  com- 
plicated, since  at  least  two  substances  are  involved  in  the 
process  of  bacteriolysis.  The  properties  of  antibacterial 
serums  have  been  worked  out  principally  with  cholera-serum. 
It  is  found  that,  if  perfectly  fresh  cholera-serum  be  mixed 


with  a  cholera-culture  in  vitrio,  the  bacilli  are  speedily 
destroyed.  This  bacteriolytic  property  is  not  possessed  by 
old  cholera-serum,  but  it  is  immediately  restored  to  old 
serum  by  the  addition  of  a  small  quantity  of  fresh  normal 
serum. 

An  interesting  discussion  followed  the  reading  of  the 
paper,  after  which  Mr.  Gamble  was  thanked  for  his  effort  on 
|  behalf  cf  the  Association. 


East  Aberdeenshire  Chemists'  Association. 

The  annual  meeting  of  this  Association  was  held  at  Maud 
on  February  4.  Mr.  W.  Pennie  (Peterhead)  was  in  the 
chair,  and  Mr.  J.  F.  Tocher  took  the  opportunity  to  reply  to 
the  criticisms  on  his  scheme  of 

Territorial  Representation. 

Mr.  Tocher  characterised  Mr.  Newsholme's  remarks  as 
a  laboured  attack  on  the  idea  of  district  representation,  but 
as  he  (Mr.  Newsholme)  was  an  ex-President  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society,  a  Councillor  of  some  sixteen  years' 
standing,  and  an  able  and  influential  pharmacist,  his 
utterances  attracted  attention.  The  speaker  differed  from 
Mr.  Newsholme  as  to  the  requisites  of  a  good  pharmaceutical 
Councillor.  The  ex-President  thought  the  essential  points 
were  administrative  capacity  and  time  to  devote  it  to  the 
Society,  whilst  Mr.  Tcchcr  asserted  that  a  Councillor  should 
as  fundamental  requisites  be  a  retail  pharmacist  and 
represent  the  views  of  the  majority  of  those  who  elected 
him.  What  attracted  an  electorate  was  not  administrative 
talent,  but  programme  or  personality  or  both.  Mr.  Tocher 
then  took  in  hand  Mr.  Newsholme's  criticism  of  the  scheme 
as  parochial,  and  he  showed  that  the  term  "parochial" 
could  in  no  way  ba  applied  to  the  idea  in  question. 
Councillors  would  not  in  consequence  of  territorial  repre- 
sentation limit  their  views  to  the  district  they  represented 
any  more  than  did  members  of  Parliament.  "  If,"  said  Mr. 
Tocher,  "  Mr.  Newsholme  is  arguing  that  the  Council  at 
present  represents  the  views  of  the  various  parts  of  the 
country,  he  is  arguing  in  favour  of  district  representation." 
The  speaker  then  dealt  with  the  suggestion  that  the  new 
proposals  would  restrict  the  voting-powers  of  the  members 
of  the  Society.  He  pointed  out  that  at  present  the  elections 
can  only  be  influenced  to  a  slight  extent,  and  it  is  only 
when  a  Councillor  stands  about  sixth  or  seventh  that  he  can 
be  ousted  from  a  seat  entirely,  by  the  abstention  of  a  local 
I  group.  Mr.  Tocher  pictured  what  would  be  the  result  of  the 
elections  of  members  of  Parliament  on  the  present  pharma- 
ceutical system — an  extension  of  asylum  space  would  be 
necessary,  and  a  reversion  to  despotism  amongst  parliamen- 
tarians would  result.  The  next  argument  dealt  with  was 
that  in  which  it  was  stated  that  the  new  system  would 
necessitate  increase  in  the  staff  and  somewhat  radical 
changes  in  the  system  of  bookkeeping  at  headquarters.  Mr. 
Tocher  had  no  doubt  that  the  present  staff  would  be  able 
to  perform  the  work  without  assistance,  but  if  assistance  was 
found  necessary  it  would  be  gladly  granted.  Incidentally 
mention  was  made  of  the  necessity  for  a  register  arranged 
under  towns,  and  the  Ifact  that  the  present  register  is  so 
incorrect :  is  due  entirely  to  the  system  in  vogue  and  the 
negligence  of  registered  persons. 

A  discussion  followed,  in  which  Mr.  Lee  asked  whether 
there  would  be  any  disadvantage  with  respect  to  committee- 
work,  such  as  had  been  suggested.  Mr.  Tocher  said  the 
difficulty  was  purely  imaginary.  Within  the  Metropolis 
itself  there  would  be  five  members  on  a  territorially  elected 
Council  ;  besides,  there  were  two  from  districts  quite  close 
to  London.  The  Councillors  would  not  necessarily  reside 
in  the  districts  they  represented.  A  reso'ution  approving 
generally  of  Mr.  Tocher's  scheme  of  district  representation 
and  the  idea  of  compulsory  membership  of  the  Society  was 
carried  unanimously,  and  Mr.  Tocher  was  appointed  the 
delegate  of  the  Association  at  ihd  next  Federation  meeting. 

Mr.  W.  Pennie  (Peterhead)  was  elected  President  of  the 
Association,  and  Mr.  J.  F.  Tccher  Secretary  for  the  ensuing 
year. 

Great  Yarmouth  Pharmaceutical  Association. 

A  meeting  was  held  at  156  King  Street,  Yarmouth,  on 
Thursday,  February  4,  Mr.  P.  R.  Hill  in  the  chair.  Several 
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letters  received  since  the  last  meeting  were  reported,  and 
the  meeting  approved  the  action  of  the  Secretary  in  sup- 
porting the  Reading  Association's  appeal  to  sundry  pro- 
prietors not  on  the  P.A.T.A.  The  appeal  on  behalf  of  the 
Benevolent  Fund  was  next  considered.  General  regret  was 
expressed  that  the  old  system  of  collection  by  the  Local 
Secretaries  in  practice  some  years  ago  had  been  discon- 
tinued. It  was  stated  that  in  this  town  it  meant  a  loss  of  20s 
to  25s  a  year  to  the  fund.  It  was  decided  that  the  Associa- 
tion subscribe  10s.  6d.  a  year,  and  give  a  further  donation  of 
10s.  6d.  this  year.  Several  members  also  promised  to  renew 
their  subscriptions. 


Dewsbury  Chemists'  Association. 

Mr.  R.  Gledhill  (President)  presided  over  the  meeting  held 
on  Monday  evening,  February  8. 

The  Secretary  (Mr.  G.  Walker)  stated  that  he  had 
supplied  the  West  Ham  Chemists'  Association  with  infor- 
mation concerning  the  Association's  buying  scheme. 

The  President  reported  that  the  arrangements  for  the 
annual  dinner  to  be  held  next  week  were  complete,  and  he 
and  the  Secretary  informed  the  meeting  what  had  been 
done  in  regard  to  invitations. 

As  some  of  the  members  have  experienced  difficulty  in 
getting  to  the  meetings,  it  was  decided  to  change  to  the 
second  Monday  of  the  month.  A  discussion  took  place  re- 
specting the  co-operative  buying  scheme.  Other  articles 
were  added  to  the  list  and  arrangements  made  for  distri- 
bution. 


Stockport  Chemists'  Association. 

A  meeting  was  held  on  Wednesday  evening,  February  3,  at 
the  Albert  Hall,  Mr.  William  Dodge  (President)  in  the  chair. 
Some  business  was  disposed  of,  and  it  was  agreed  that  a  supper 
should  be  held  at  the  Warren  Bulkeley  Hotel  on  Wednesday, 
March  2. 


Huddersfield  Chemists'  Association. 

A  meeting  was  held  at  the  Queen  Hotel  on  Tuesday 
evening,  February  9.  Mr.  R.  C.  Walshaw  presided  over  a 
good  attendance  of  members.  Among  those  prestnt  were 
Messrs.  J.  Rhodes,  Spurr,  E.  Lawton,  J.  W.  Hull,  E.  Rhodes, 
A.  Akam,  E.  R.  Swift,  E.  N.  Swift,  H.  Hebden,  F.  Hadfield, 
J.  R.  France,  J.  W.  B.  Johnson,  and  J.  B.  Wood  (Hon. 
Secretary). 

Mr.  F.  Pilkington  Sargeant  gave  a  lecture  on 

Territorial  Representation, 

in  the  course  of  which  he  explained  Mr.  Tocher's  scheme,  in- 
cidentally, however,  calling  attention  to  Mr.  James  Reid's 
remarks  as  to  the  greater  necessity  for  paying  attention  to 
legislative  action. 

A  discussion  followed,  the  points  of  which  we  briefly 
summarise.  The  Chairman  considered  that  territorial 
representation  would  go  a  long  way  towards  arousing 
enthusiasm  among  the  rank  and  file  of  pharmacists.  Mr. 
Johnson  said  it  would  have  been  a  great  advanrage  at  the 
last  election,  when  they  had  a  candidate  of  their  own.  Mr. 
Walshaw  :  A  London  man  could  not  know  tho  West 
Riding  so  well  as  a  West  Riding  man.  Mr.  Spurr  suggested 
that  there  might  be  some  difficulty  in  getting  a  man  for 
every  division.  [It  was  explained  that  the  division  could 
go  outside  for  a  candidate.]  Mr.  Hebden  said  some 
divisions  were  lackirig  in  push — e.g.,  Newcastle  is  a  long  way 
behind,  and  Birmingham  is  worse.  The  Chairman  remarked 
that  in  the  North  they  have  more  chemists  eDgaged  in  public 
affairs  probably  than  elsewhere.  Mr.  Pilkington  Sargeant 
)  eplied  to  various  questions  about  the  scheme,  and  the  fol- 
lowing motion  was  unanimously  passed  : 

That  this  meeting  of  the  Huddersfield  Chemists'  Association  is 
of  opinion  that  a  scheme  of  territorial  representation  on  the  lines 
suggested  by  Mr.  Tocher  would  benefit  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society,  and  would  be  to  the  interests  of  pharmacists  generally. 

Mr.  Pilkington  Sergeant  thaDked  the  meeting,  and 
proceeded  to  give  a  short  lecture  on  "  Radium,"  with  illus- 
trations. 


Other  Business. 

The  Hon.  Secretary  said  that,  in  accordance  with  a 
request  which  had  been  sent  from  the  Reading  Chemists' 
Association,  the  Hon.  Secretary  said  he  had  written  to 
several  firms  which  he  named,  owners  of  patent  articles, 
asking  them  to  subscribe  to  the  P.A.T.A.,  and  of  these  two 
had  replied,  one — Blair's  pills — to  the  effect  that  the  desire 
would  be  complied  with  next  month — (hear,  hear) — and  the 
other — Messrs.  Kay  Brothers,  Stockport — stating  that  the 
matter  would  be  considered. 

Mr  H.  Sykes  is  to  represent  Huddersfield  at  the  Dewsbury 
annual  dinner. 

Mr.  Maud  (Pontefract)  is  to  read  his  paper  on  co-operative 
buying  before  the  Huddersfield  Association. 

The  Hon.  Secretary  informed  the  meeting  that  Mr. 
Gibson  Dixon,  of  Halifax,  had  expressed  regret  that  the 
Association  had  abandoned  the  idea  of  co-operative  buying  ; 
and  Mr.  F.  Pilkington  Sergeant  said  it  had  been  very 
successful  at  Leeds. 


Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Society  of  Ireland. 

The  annual  business-meetiEg  of  this  Society  was  held  on 
February  9  in  the  Rooms  at  the  Royal  Avenue,  Belfast. 
There  was  a  large  and  representative  attendance,  including 
Mr.  John  McClement,  J.P.  (Newtownards),  Mr.  Samuel 
Gibson  (Hon.  Treasurer),  Mr.  W.  J.  Rankin  (Hon  Secretary), 
Messrs.  J.  D.  Carse,  W.  W.  Martin,  W.  Lyttle,  Jacob  Walsh, 
John  Tosh,  James  Brown,  S.  Suffern,  John  Frackleton, 
S.  Achison,  W.  J.  Busby,  T.  Uns worth  (Ballvnahinch), 
S.  McDowell,  A.  R.  Hogg,  Jos.  Richardson,  and  Edgar  Kee. 
Mr.  Wm.  Lyttle  presided. 
The  Hon.  Secretary  read  the 

Report  op  the  Committee 

for  1903,  in  which  it  was  stated  that  the  membership  had 
considerably  increased,  the  members  being  reminded  that 
prompt  payment  of  subscriptions  much  facilitated  the 
Treasurer's  work.  The  thanks  of  the  Committee  were 
tendered  to  Mr.  John  Frackleton  for  his  services  in  promoting 
the  very  successful  social  evening.  Members  were  urged  to 
keep  to  the  prices  fixed  by  the  Price  Committee.  In  regard 
to  pharmaceutical  legislation,  mention  was  made  of  the 
difficulty  found  in  England  in  promoting  a  Pharmacy  Bill, 
the  report  urging  that  it  was  well  to  be  united  so  that  the 
Society  would  be  in  a  position  to  help  forward  any  legisla- 
tion that  would  be  of  service  to  the  trade.  The  death  of 
one  member,  Mr.  Patrick  Gribbon  (Magherafelt),  was  noted. 

The  Hon.  Treasurer  submitted  his  report,  which  showed 
a  balance  in  favour  of  the  Society  of  28Z.  7s.  4rf.  Both  re- 
ports were  adopted  unanimously. 

Pharmacy  Act  Amendment. 

Arising  out  of  the  report,  a  long  discussion  took  place  as 
to  an  amendment  of  the  Pharmacy  Act.  The  Hon. 
Secretary  read  a  letter  from  Mr.  R.  Spence  (Castleblaney), 
in  which  he  wrote: 

When  I  see  that  your  Society  is  justifying  its  existence  and  its 
claim  on  registered  druggists  by  showing  some  results,  I  will 
certainly  support  it.  Perhaps  it  is  "  doing  good  by  stealth."  But 
the  only  work  accomplished,  so  far  as  I  see,  is  the  holding  of  a 
few  social  evenings  and  entertainments,  which  I  consider  do  not 
constitute  a  valid  raison  d'etre  for  a  society  whose  business  should 
be  to  safeguard  and  advance  the  interests  of  registered  druggists 
and  the  drug- trade  generally.  There  is  plenty  of  work  to  be  done  ; 
for  instance,  the  question  of  continuing  two  grades — pharma- 
ceutical chemists  and  registered  druggists — in  Ireland,  the  only 
country  in  which  they  exist,  might  well  occupy  your  attention. 
There  are  few  in  the  trade  but  would  admit  that  having  the  two 
grades  is  detrimental  to  the  best  interests  of  the  drug- trade.  The 
constant  and  continuous  friction  that  is  kept  up  by  prosecutions, 
&c.,  against  registered  druggists,  and  the  amount  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society's  time  and  money  wasted  in  this  way  could  be 
profitably  occupied  in  looking  after  the  common  interests  of  the 
trade  and  in  pushing  forward  legislation.  A  way  could  easily  be 
found  for  admitting  all  registered  druggists  at  present  to  the 
privileges  of  pharmaceutical  chemists  by  a  modified  examination, 
something  on  the  lines  of  the  way  they  were  admitted  as  registered 
druggists,  and  allow  all  assistants  not  qualified  to  enter  for  the 
pharmaceutical  examination  or  the  registered  druggists'  four 
years'  certificate.  I  am  sure  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  would 
see  that  it  was  to  their  interest  to  accept  some  such  arrangement. 
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This  was  followed  by  a  long  discussion,  and  it  was  resolved 
to  empower  the  Law  Committee  to  deal  witli  the  matter  and, 
if  necessary,  open  up  communication  with  the  Pharmaceutical 
Council.  The  officers  and  council  were  then  re-elected  for 
1904,  and  votes  of  thanks  ended  the  meeting. 


Halifax  Chemists'  Association. 

The  annual  dinner  was  held  on  Thursday  evening, 
February  4,  at  the  Old  Cock  Hotel,  Halifax,  Mr.  Clement 
Fielding  (President)  in  the  chair.  The  attendance  was  very 
large,  and  among  the  visitors  were  Messrs.  G.  W.  Worfolk 
and  F.  P.  Sargeant  (Leeds  Chemists'  Association),  J.  Ehodes 
(Dewsbury),  W.  A.  Bellamy  (Barnsley),  J.  Wood  (Hudders- 
tield),  E.  T.  Silson  (Bradford),  and  F.  D.  Crossley  (Man- 
chester). After  the  toast  of  "  The  King,"  "  The  Town  and 
Trade  of  Halifax  "  was  given  by  Mr.  F.  D  Crossley,  who,  in 
the  course  of  his  speech,  said  one  or  two  very  old  faces  were 
missed  from  the  table ;  for  instance,  that  of  the  late  Mr. 
George  Oldroyd,  a  typical  Yorkshire  business-man,  always 
anxious  for  other  people's  time  as  well  as  his  own.  He  was 
glad  to  know  that  Mr.  Walter  Haigh  was  restored  to  health. 
Mr.  W.  S.  fhompson  responded.  Mr.  W.  B.  Fielding  then 
submitted  "The  Pharmaceutical  Society,"  and  the  toast  was 
jeceivedwith  much  heartiness.  Mr.  F.  P.  Sargeant  replied 
in  a  lengthy  speech,  dealing  with  the  stores,  the  Pharmacy 
Bill,  and  substitution,  his  remarks  on  the  last  subject  being 
received  with  much  laughter,  as  he  deprecated  what  he 
called  American  methods,  and  declared  that  it  is  the 
proprietors  of  proprietaries  who  are  the  substitutors.  Mr. 
Sargeant  also  spoke  about  the  suggested  legislation  re 
dispensing  by  medical  men,  and  said  it  might  interest  the 
"  Lancet "  to  know  that  the  only  way  to  exterminate  the 
prescribing  chemist  was  to  provide  him  with  dispensing,  and 
that  the  surest  way  of  fostering  prescribing  amongst 
chemists  was  to  encourage  medical  men  to  mix  things — it 
could  not  be  called  dispensing.  Mr.  E.  T.  Silson  proposed 
"  The  Halifax  and  District  Chemists'  Association,"  and 
congratulated  the  members  on  the  prosperous  condition  of 
the  Association. 

Mr.  H.  Hebden,  Secretary  of  the  Association,  responded 
in  a  witty  and  earnest  address,  in  which  he  referied  to 
efforts  put  forward  and  the  unity  displayed  by  the  Bradford, 
Huddersfield,  Dewsbury,  Halifax,  and  other  West  Yorkshire 
Associations,  in  working  for  those  great  reforms  that  are  so 
essential  to  the  well-being  of  all  chemists  and  druggists. 
He  felt  sure  their  Associations  would  soon  succeed  in 
getting  those  rights  and  privileges  they  felt  were  theirs,  if 
all  individual  members  of  the  trade  would,  through  their 
Associations,  join  heartily  in  striving  for  them.  Referring 
to  the  past  history  of  the  Association,  he  remarked  that  it 
was  thirty-six  years  since  it  was  established,  and  among 
those  who  took  a  leading  part  in  that  work  were  three  old 
members  whom  they  had  still  with  them — Mr.  J.  B.  Brierley, 
Mr.  J.  Pollard,  and  Mr.  W.  C.  Hebden.  (Applause.) 
The  toast  of  "Kindred  Associations"  was  submitted  by 
Mr.  J.  W.  Tiffany,  and  Messrs.  Worfolk,  Ehodes,  Bellamy, 
and  Wood  responded.  Mr.  G.  M.  Cobbe  submitted  "  The  New 
Members,"  for  whom  Messrs.  Haigh,  Woodward,  and  Peel 
rssponded.  The  proceedings  were  interspersed  by  songs, 
recitations,  &c,  in  which  the  following  members  and  guests 
took  part:  Messrs.  Gibson  Dixon,  T.  Briggs,  C.  Fielding 
(President),  T.  J.  Eussell,  H.  Hebden,  W.  S.  Thompson, 
G.  M.  Cobb,  H.  C.  Brierley,  J.  W.  Tiffany,  and  C.  Noble. 


Wolverhampton  Chemists'  Association. 

At  a  meeting  held  on  February  3  at  the  Star  and  Garter 
Hotel  the  following  officers  were  re-elected  :  Mr.  F.  A.  Will- 
cock  (President),  Mr.  H.  E.  Cullwick  (Vice-President),  Mr. 
J.  H.  Coleman  (Secretary),  Mr.  A.  C.  Weaver  (Treasurer),  and 
Messrs.  F.  E.  Coombe,  H.  Forster,  F.  J.  Gibson,  S.  Phillips, 
and  M.  E.  Warner  to  the  committee. 

Mr.  Godsell  proposed,  and  Mr.  Stanway  seconded,  a 
vote  of  thanks  to  the  officers.  Mr.  F.  A.  Willcock  responded 
for  them.  Mr.  S.  Phillips  proposed,  and  Mr.  F.  J.  Gibson 
seconded,  a  vote  of  thanks  to  Mr.  Godsell  for  his  services  as 
auditor,  which  he  acknowledged. 

The  anr.ua!  report  was  unanimously  adopted.     The  Vice- 


President  proposed,  and  the  President  seconded,  that  the 
Association  subscribe  21.  2*.  to  the  Benevolent  Fund. 

The  President  gave  notice  to  amend  Eule  8,  and  the 
Secretary  gave  notice  to  propose  a  new  rule. 


Bristol  Pharmaceutical  Association. 

The  annual  meeting  was  held  at  University  College,  Bristol, 
on  Wednesday  evening,  February  10 — Mr.  J.  W.  White 
presiding. 

The  Hon.  Secretary's  Eeport. 

Mr.  H.  E.  Boorne  read  his  annual  report,  which  stated 
that  during  the  year  meetings  had  been  held  at  intervals  as 
had  been  found  necessary.  They  were  not  so  numerous  as 
usual,  owing  to  the  arrangements  that  were  going  on  for  the 
entertainment  of  the  British  Pharmaceutical  Conference. 
The  number  of  members  in  the  Associa'ion  was  about  the 
same  as  in  the  previous  year.  The  great  event  of  the  year 
was  the  visit  of  the  British  Pharmaceutical  Conference  to 
Bristol ;  and  the  Association  might  be  congratulated  on  the 
success  of  the  meetings.  The  attendance  had  been  quite  up 
to  the  average,  if  not  in  excess  of  it,  and  universal  approval 
was  expressed  by  the  visitors  respecting  the  arrangements 
made  for  their  entertainment  by  the  local  committee.  Many 
members  went  so  far  as  to  say  that  it  was  the  most  success- 
ful and  enjoyable  Conference  at  which  they  had  been 
present.  A  presentation  of  useful  handsomely  bound  books 
from  the  Bell  and  Hill  fund  was  made  to  the  Association 
library.  The  Association  had,  by  the  death  of  Mr.  John 
Stroud,  lost  its  oldest  member,  who  fcr  fourteen  years 
acted  in  the  capacity  of  hon.  treasurer,  and  was  much 
esteemed  by  all  his  fellow- member  s.  A  paper  on  the  new 
stamped-medicine  regulations  had  been  read  by  Mr.  H.  E. 
Matthews.  Owing  to  the  visit  of  Conference  no  annual 
dinner  had  been  held  ;  but  it  was  hoped  by  many  members 
that  this  annual  social  gathering  would  not  be  given  up; 
they  thought  they  might  fairly  expect  a  larger  attendance  of 
local  chemists  than  in  some  past  years.  (Applause.) 

The  Chairman  said  that  in  the  absence  of  the  hon. 
treasurer  (Mr.  H.  E.  Matthews)  the  financial  statement 
must  stand  over.  It  was  a  matter  for  congratulation  that 
the  financial  arrangements  in  connection  with  the  conference 
had  been  so  satisfactory.  They  had  been  able  to  hand  over 
a  balance  of  15/.  to  the  Benevolent  Fund.  (Applause.) 

The  hon.  secretary's  report  was  adopted. 

Election  of  Officers. 

Mr.  G.  T.  Tuener  proposed  the  re-eleclion  of  Mr.  White  as 
president  for  the  ensuing  year.  He  said  that  that  gentleman 
had  rendered  the  association  great  service,  and  he  had  filled 
office  in  the  most  admirable  manner.  They  bad  also  to 
heaTtily  acknowledge  the  hcspitality  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  White 
during  the  conference. 

Mr.  W.  Pitchford  seconded  the  motion,  which  was  carried 
with  acclamation 

The  Chairman,  in  replying,  said  he  was  pleased  to  do 
what  he  could  :  and  he  expressed  his  indebtedness  to  the 
vice-presidents  and  the  members  of  the  executive. 

Mr.  A.  L.  Taylor  proposed  the  re-election  of  Mr.  G.  T. 
Turner  and  Mr.  E.  F.  Your  g  as  vice-presidents. 

Mr.  Boorne  seconded  the  motion,  which  was  a^op'ed. 

Mr.  Turner  proposed  the  re  election  of  Mr.  H.  E.  Matthews 
as  hon.  treasurer  and  of  Mr  H  E.  Boorne  as  hon.  secretary. 

This  Mr.  Pitchford  seconded,  and  after  a  compliment  to 
the  Hon.  Secreta'y  frcm  the  Chairman  the  motion  was 
ad  ipted. 

Matters  of  Detail. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Pitchford,  seconded  by  Mr.  Young, 
it  was  decided  to  vote  a  subscription  as  heretofore  to  the 
Federation  of  Lccal  Associations. 

It  was  further  agreed  to  give  a  donation  of  5/.  5s.  for  the 
year  to  the  University  College  funds  in  consideration  of 
being  allowed  a  room  for  meetings. 

Mr.  Boorne  proposed  that  the  Association  should  hold  a 
dinner  during  the  spring.  Mr.  Turner  seconded  the  motion, 
hoping  that  they  would  get  members  of  Parliament  to  attend 
and  enlist  their  sympathy  with  regard  to  the  new  Pharmacy 
Bill.  The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  April  13  was  provi- 
sionally selected  as  the  date. 
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Manchester  Pharmaceutical  Association. 

A  MEETING  was  held  at;  the  Victoria  Hotel,  on  Wednesday 
evening,  February  10,  Mr.  Geo.  S.  Woolley  presiding. 

Education  for  Apprentices. 

The  Chairman  called  attention  ti  the  advantages  offered 
by  the  County  Council  of  the  County  Palatine  to  pharma- 
ceutical apprentices.  Scholarships  of  601.  per  annum  for 
three  years  are  open  to  all  students  between  the  ages  of  six- 
teen and  twenty- five,  which  are  suitable  for  chemists'  ap- 
prentices or  assistants  to  pharmacy.  To  gain  these  scholar- 
ships students  have  to  pass  no  more  difficult  examination 
than  the  Pharmaceutical  Major  examination.  He  mentioned 
the  matter  in  order  that  it  might  gain  some  publicity,  for  he 
believed  that  many  young  men  are  unaware  of  the  advantages 
offered  to  them. 

Mr.  Grier  said  Professor  Wild  had  directed  attention  to 
the  matter  in  his  paper  at  Bloomsbury  Square  recently,  and, 
he  added,  there  is  no  reason  why  chemists'  apprentices  should 
not  take  these  scholarships.  The  only  difficulty  is  whether 
they  have  to  take  advantage  of  the  scholarships  at  once, 
and  if  that  cannot  be  done  it  might  be  arranged  that  after 
a  chemist's  apprentice  has  completed  bis  apprenticeship  he 
may  go  on  with  his  three  years'  scholarship.  In  Manchester 
and  Liverpool  these  scholarships  had  been  going  a  begging 
for  several  years  past. 

The  Late  Mr.  John  Taylor. 

The  Chairman,  in  moving  a  vote  of  condolence  with  the 
widow  and  family  of  the  late  Mr.  John  Taylor,  of  Bolton,  for 
the  loss  they  had  sustair  icd  by  his  death,  said  Mr.  Taylor 
had  rendered  valuable  services  to  the  Association  and  to  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society.  He  was  a  man  to  be  admired. 
The  loDger  they  knew  him  the  more  his  worth  was  appre- 
ciated. He  had  been  a  good  friend  to  the  Association.  He 
had  read  papers  at  various  times,  and  done  good  service 
at  many  of  their  meetings.  As  Mr.  Rtmer  Young  had  said, 
in  an  appreciation  of  Mr.  Taylor,  it  would  be  some  time 
before  they  would  meet  with  his  like  again  among  the 
members  of  their  Association. 

Mr.  Pidd  seconded  the  motion,  which  was  agreed  to  in 
silence. 

Mr.  Frank  A.  Ringer,  Ph.C,  then  read  a  paper  on 

Practical  Electricity  from  a  Pharmaceutical 
Point  of  View, 

which  was  illustrated  by  many  demonstrations.  In  the 
course  of  his  remarks  Mr.  Ringer  said  the  most  efficient 
dry  cell  for  commercial  purposes  is  the  chloride  of  ammonium 
one,  which  is  much  more  constant  in  action,  cheaper  to 
renew,  and  lasts  from  one  to  two  years,  giving  an  electro- 
motive force  of  from  one  and  a  half  to  two  volts.  After 
describing  the  principal  parts  of  the  dry-cell  battery,  he 
spoke  about  electric-light  baths,  describing  them  in  detail. 
Mr.  Ringer  next  told  the  meeting  what  is  required  for  radio- 
graphy.   In  concluding  his  lecture  Mr.  Ringer  said  : 

I  would  like  to  give  a  word  of  warning  that  no  patients  should 
ever  be  treated  or  radiograms  taken  without  an  order  or  letter 
frcm  a  medical  practitioner.  Untoward  results  might  arise  at 
any  time,  which  might  leave  t'  e  chemist  in  a  very  grave  difficulty, 
or  a  radiogram  taken  "  for  an  ordinary  member  of  the  public 
might  be  used  by  him  to  bring  an  action  or  otherwise  injure  a 
physician,  who  might  probably  have  performed  an  operation  which 
was  not  satisfactory  to  the  patient." 

The  Chairman,  in  moving  a  vote  of  thanks  to  Mr.  Ringer 
for  his  paper,  said  the  caution  given  in  his  closing  remarks 
should  be  very  carefully  observed. 


"Allenburys"  Bohemians. 

An  excellent  Bohemian  concert,  in  connection  with  the  "Allen- 
burys "  cricket  club,  was  held  at  the  Cripplegate  Institute, 
Golden  Lane,  E.C.,  on  February  10.  In  spite  of  the  wet 
weather,  a  large  assembly  of  ladies  and  gentlemen  came 
together,  the  hall  being  crowded  in  everyjpart.  There  were  no 
formalities,  the  programme  being  smoothly  and  expeditiously 
(carried  out  under  the  experienced  direction  of  Mr.  Herbert 
Burney.  The  vocalists  were  Miss  Hetty  Protheroe  (who  earned 
well-deserved  plaudits  for  a  sympathetic  rendering  of  "The 


Language  of  Flowers  "  and  "  Under  the  Bamboo  Tree  "),  Miss 
Ethel  James  (an  old  favourite  at  these  concerts),  Mr. 
Sadleur  Browne,  and  Mr.  Walter  Gunn.  The  humour  was  in 
the  capable  hands  of  Miss  Frances  Roscoria,  Mr.  Wilson 
James,  and  Mr.  Herbert  Barney.  A  musical  entertainment 
of  a  diversified  character  was  rendered  with  much  acceptance 
by  Mr.  E.  Stewart  James's  "Mountebanks.'  The  programme 
itself,  an  artistic  piece  of  colour-printing,  was  executed  in 
Messrs.  Allen  &  Hanburys'  own  printirg  establishment. 


ZJ&  lb.  Smitb  (XfmUefc). 


rHE  provisions  of  the  Joint-stock  Companies  Acts  have 
brought  about  a  reversion  to  an  old  title — T.  &  H. 
Smith — through  the  registration  as  a  limited  company  of 
the  business  of  Messrs.  T.  &  H.  Smith  &  Co.,  manufacturing 
chemists,  Edinburgh,  London,  and  Glasgow.  Like  man,  this 
house  has  its  seven  ages.  It  was  founded  in  1827  by  the 
surgeon  brothers  Thomas  and  Henry  Smith.  The  former  was 
the  pioneer  of  the  concern,  and  as  a  practitioner  of  the 
old  school  (part  doctor,  but  chiefly  chemist)  had  a  pharmacy 
in  the  Pleasance  district  of  Edinburgh  contiguous  to  the  Old 
Infirmary  and  within  hail  of  the  College  of  Surgeons.  From 
there  he  lemoved  to  Canonmills,  and  was  associated  with 
Dr.  William  Brown,  President  of  the  Royal  College  of 
Surgeons,  in  combating  the  cholera  that  raged  in  the  city  in 
the  twenties.  His  services  were  substantially  appreciated 
by  the  community,  and  as  a  result  (tradition  has  it)  Mr. 
Smith  was  enabled  to  remove  to  the  more  aristocratic  Duke 
Street  in  1827,  where  he  was  joined  by  his  brother 
Henry  Smith,  LR.C.S.E.,  and  as  T.  &  H.  Smith 
they  soon  embarked  on  a  career  as  chemical-manufacturers, 
especially  of  opium  alkaloids,  which  has  made  their  names 
known  all  over  the  commercial  world,  while  no  firm -name 
has  bulked  so  largely  in  English  chemical  and  pharma- 
ceutical literature  in  connection  with  chemical  research. 
This  first  age  of  the  business  saw  the  manufacture  of  opium 
alkaloids,  aloin,  chloroform,  salicin,  and  similar  products 
thoroughly  established  as  the  staples  of  the  house,  Mr. 
Thomas  Smith  devoting  himself  chiefly  to  the  manufacturing 
side,  while  his  brother  looked  after  commercial  interests. 
The  second  age  commenced  about  the  begint  ing  of  the 
seventies,  when  James  and  Peter,  the  sons  of  the  late  Henry 
Smith,  became  partners  with  their  uncle  as  T.  &  H.  Smith  Jfc 
Co.  Within  a  decade  Mr.  James  Smith  retired,  as  also  did 
Mr.  Thomas  Smith,  so  that  the  fourth  period  dated  from 
1831  when,  until  his  death  in  1889.  Mr.  Peter  Smith  was  the 
sole  proprietor  of  the  business.  On  his  death  the  business 
was  left  in  trust  on  behalf  of  his  two  sons,  Henry  Esvirg 
Smith  and  Thomas  Connell  Smith,  when,  on  the  latter 
comirg  of  age  in  1900,  the  two  assumed  control  of  the 
business.  Now  the  seventh  age  is  entered  on  by  the  regis- 
tration of  T.  &  H.  Smith  (Limited),  with  a  capital  of 
130.000/.,  Mr.  Ewing  Smith  (Chairman)  and  Mr.  Connell 
Smith  being  managing  directors ;  and  they  have  associated 
with  them  as  directors  the  two  men  who  looked  after  their 
interests  well  during  their  minority — viz.,  Mr.  James  Smiles 
(who  has  been  with  the  house  over  fifty-five  years,  and  has 
charge  of  the  works  in  Edinburgh)  and  Mr.  Donald 
Mackenzie  (who  joined  the  business  thirty  jears  ago,  and  is 
now  head  of  the  London  office).  Besides,  Mr.  A.  J.  Dey 
(who  has  charge  of  the  Edinburgh  warehouses)  and  Mr. 
Wright  (who  has  charge  of  the  Glasgow  branch)  also  join 
the  directorate.  The  association  of  these  experienced 
managers  is  for  the  conservation  of  the  business,  which  has 
developed  greatly  both  at  home  and  abroad  since  the  death 
of  Mr.  Peter  Smith.  Of  the  total  capital,  one-half  is  retained 
by  the  vendors  (Messrs.  Ewing  Smith  and  Connell  Smith)  in 
ordinary  shares,  and  65,000/.  is  offered  in  5-per-cent.  cumu- 
lative preference  shares  for  subscription.  Full  particulars 
are  given  in  the  advertisement  section  of  this  issue  (p^ge  4). 


Medical  Carriage  on  Russian  Railway. — A  surgical 
waggon  has  just  been  placed  on  the  Privislinsk  Railway. 
It  is  furnished  with  all  the  latest  medical  requirements,  and 
the  operating-compartment,  says  the  "  Novoe  Vremya,''  calls 
for  special  commendation.    The  acetylene  light  is  used. 
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TO  CORRESPONDENTS.— Please  write  clearly  and  concisely 
on  one  side  of  the  paper  only.  All  communications  should 
be  accompanied  by  the  names  and  addresses  of  the  writers. 
If  queries  are  submitted,  each  should  be  written  on  a  separate 
piece  of  paper.  We  do  not  reply  to  queries  by  post,  and  can 
only  answer  on  subjects  of  general  interest. 


Concerning  Curricula. 

Sir,— I  think  that  it  was  Anthony  Hope  who  perpetrated 
a  rhyme  which,  slightly  adapted,  might  serve  to  illumine 
the  compulsory-curriculum  controversy: 

There  once  was  an  ape,  in  an  age  that  was  earlier. 
Centuries  more,  and  his  tail  became  curlier. 
Centuries  more  put  a  thumb  to  his  wrist: 
Then  he  was  a  man  and  a  phar- ma-cist. 

Mr.  Gadd's  compulsory  curriculum  seems  to  be  the  thumb 
to  the  wrist  of  the  pharmacist,  which  will  mark  the  linal 
stage  of  his  evolution  from  a  half-baked  tradesman  to  a  sort 
of  shoneen  professional.  If  we  must  have  a  compulsory 
curriculum  (and,  to  a  certain  extent,  we  have  one  in  Ireland), 
let  it  by  all  means  be  concurrent.  The  ordinary  qualified 
assistant  of  to-day  is  surely  sufficiently  worthless  for  the 
practical  purposes  of  shopkeeping  without  being  made  still 
more  worthless  by  devoting  all  his  time  apart  from  the 
essential  parts  of  his  business.  Consider  our  confreres  on 
the  Continent :  they  have  curriculum  enough,  in  all  con- 
science, and  are  as  scientific  and  as  professional  as  ever  the 
Anglican  reformer  wished  for,  but  they  do  not  seem  to  be 
happy.  As  Professor  Remington  remarked  to  me,  "  They  are 
in  a  very  small  way.''  Much  of  the  most  profitable  part  of 
the  trade  has  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  "druggists,"  who 
do  not,  I  thinw,  need  to  pass  any  examination,  and  who  also 
combine  with  the  sale  of  crude  drugs  much  of  the  trade  done 
in  Britain  by  the  oilman,  the  grocer,  and  the  ironmonger. 

Yours  truly, 

Dublin.  J.  C.  McWalter. 

Percentage-solutions. 

Sir, — I  am  astonished  to  read  the  article  on  "  Percentage- 
solutions  "  in  jour  Winter  issue.  Evidently  the  author  is 
not  a  practical  dispenser,  and  were  his  precepts  adopted 
H.M.'s  inspectors  would  reap  convictions  galo  e,  and  the 
CD.  A.  file  its  petition  in  a  month.  I  have  made  percentage- 
solutions  for  dispensing  in  hospital  and  some  of  the  largest 
and  best  dispensing  businesses  in  the  West-end  and  pro- 
vinces, but  Lever  ou  the  system  described,  and  have  never 
seen  it  used  except  by  the  ignorant.  We  always  use 
apothecaries'  weights  in  dispensing,  and  if  the  solutions  are 
to  be  accurate  must  still  use  them,  be  the  solution  weak  or 
strong,  the  drug  potent  or  mild.  True,  where  most 
solubles  are  kepr,  in  solution,  in  a  large  dispensing-business 
the  system  means  many  pounds  in  the  proprietor's  pocket  at 
the  end  of  the  year ;  buc  it  also  means  every  prescription 
inaccurately  dispensed.    Take  the  following: 

Chloral,  hydrat  5j. 

Ammon.  brom.        ...       ...       ...  3d. 

Aquam  ad     ...       ...       ...       ...  §iij. 

M  S.A. 

oj.  at  bedtime. 

Both  these  drugs  we  keep  1  in  4.  Ma3e  according  to  your 
contributor's  system,  the  pxtient  gets  : 

Chloral,  hydrat   51-5  gr. 

Ammon.  brom.        ...       ...       ...    103  gr. 

Aq  ad   Siij. 

All  dispensers  will  dissolve  480  gr.  (1  oz.  apothec.)  in  the 
water  and  make  up  the  reqnired  volume.  With  such  solu- 
tions there  can  be  no  difficulty  in  making  weaker  solution 
from  the  strong.    Such  is  the  experience  of 

Yours  faithfully, 
North  Fincbley,  February  4.  Clifford  Moore. 

[This  really  demonstrates  our  contributor's  point.    Mr.  Moore's 
chloral  and  bromide  solutions  are  grains- in-mmim  solutions  and 


consequently  are  not  percentage-solutions  of  the  character  in- 
tended by  prescribers— viz.,  grains  in  fluid  grains,  drachms  in 
drachms,  ounces  in  fluid  ounces,  or  grams  in  cubic  centimetres. 
In  dispensing  solutions  and  hypodermic  solutions  the  grains-in- 
minim  rule  is  still  good,  but  for  such  things  as  "  lotio  argeuti 
nitrat.  1  per  cent.  "  it  is  wrong. — Editor.] 

The  Tinctures  of  the  Pharmacopoeia. 

Sir, — I  have  read  with  interest  the  elaborate  paper  on 
tinctures  by  Mr.  T.  F.  Harvey,  and  am  glad  to  see  how  well 
the  figures  he  has  published  agree  with  those  by  Mr.  Priest 
and  myself,  that  you  printed  in  your  issue  dated  July  7, 
1900.  I  do  not  see  that  there  is  any  gain  in  adopting  a 
special  dilution  for  determining  the  solids  in  tr.  benzoin,  co., 
and  the  variation  may  account  for  the  low  figure  Mr.  Harvey 
gives.  We  found  18  gr.  per  100  c  c.  by  evaporating  10  c.c. 
till  constant  (say,  for  two  hours  at  about  99°  C),  and  this 
figure  has  since  been  confirmed  by  many  observers. 

Yours  faithfully, 

C.  G.  Moor. 

,;  Minor  Arithmetic." 

Sir, — I,  as  a  student,  heartily  agree  with  the  last  four 
lines  of  your  remarks  on  problems  in  the  Minor:  let  these 
gymnastics  be  taken  in  their  proper  place.  At  the  same 
time,  I  think  it  a  pity  that  there  should  be  so  much  abuse 
of  the  oz.  sign.  It  is  just  possible  that  "  Perplexed's " 
assistant  was  expected  to  produce  4  oz.  of  the  syrup  in 
question,  not  4  fl.  oz.  This  rather  upsets  your  "lightning" 
calculations  (of  which  the  sugar  should  be  2  oz.  350  gr.). 

Yours  sincerely, 

Camberwell,  February  7.  Lennox  Tioe. 

A  Busy  Day. 

Sir, — "Another  Manager's  "  remarks  on  my  letter  re  the 
above  subject  do  not  answer  my  query — viz  ,  whether  the 
number  of  customers  served  on  that  day  is  a  record  for  one 
shop  with  a  staff  of  four  or  five  assistants.  The  only  definite 
statement  he  makes  is  that  he  has  served  between  3,000  and 
4,000  in  a  day,  which  is  very  much  short  of  our  total.  The 
rest  is  purely  imaginary.  It  by  no  means  follows  that  ad- 
vertising to  give  away  10,030  samples  on  a  certain  day 
results  in  serving  10,000  customers.  In  some  parts  I  know 
from  experience  that  sample-giving  has  little  or  no  attraction 
for  the  public,  even  when  given  away  without  the  restriction 
at'ached  of  the  recipient  first  becoming  a  customer  ;  but  on 
the  event  of  your  correspondent  serving  10,000  customers, 
when  giving  away  this  number  of  samples,  we  shall  be  very 
pleased  to  congratulate  him.  Yours  truly, 

The  Manager.  (43/14.) 

Boots  in  Spirit  land. 

Sir, — A  customer  of  mine,  who  is  a  spiritualist,  came  into 
my  shop  one  day,  and  said.  "  Do  you  keep  Horlick's  Malted 
Milk?'  I  said,  "Yes."  "  Well,  I  want  a  bottle,"  said  he.  "I 
never  heard  of  it  before,  but  my  wife  has  not  been  well  for 
some  time,  so  at  the  spiritual  meeting  which  we  hold  at  our 
house  I  asked  the  medium  when  the  was  under  control, 
'What  is  the  matter  with  my  wife?'  Ihe  spirit  medium 
answered,  '  She  is  run  down.  What  you  want  to  get  for  her  is 
a  bottle  of  H.  rlick's  Malted  Milk.  You  will  get  it  at  Boots' 
Cash  Chemists.'"  When  the  man  told  me  this  I  was 
astounded.  I  know  Boots  are  well  known  in  this  country,  but 
I  had  no  idea  they  bad  established  their  name  in  spirit-land. 
There  seems  no  hope  for  chemists  now,  ei  her  in  this  world 
or  the  next.  Yours  truly, 

Clown,  January  28.  W.  GreavjS. 

Letters  in  Brief. 

Apprenticeship  Premiums. — An  Old  Subscriber  (31,  63)  says  : 
"  On  writing  to  a  chemist  about  apprenticing  my  son,  he  tells  me 
the  premium  that  a  relative  gets  is  60/.  to  80/.  outdoors.  He 
does  tot  say  what  he  gets  with  the  indoor  ones,  but  I  reckoi 
from  that  he  intends  making  o^e  of  his  departments  pay.  I 
should  like  to  know  if  any  chemist  nowadays  really  gets  that 
amount." 

Mortar-grip. — Mr.  W.  Lister  informs  us  that  in  consequence 
of  letters  received  about  tbe  new  mortar  grip  described  in  this 
journal  (January  30,  page  180)  he  has  secured  the  address  of  a 
firm  of  wood  turners  who  are  wi  ling  to  manufacture  in  hard, 
seasoned  wood  one  or  two  of  the  grips  as  required  at  a  cost  of 
about  5s.  each.    Should  there  be  any  great  demand  for  same,  of 
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course  they  will  be  made  in  larger  quantities  and  distributed  to 
the  druggists'  sundrieamen.  It  was  not  Mr.  Lister's  intention  to 
put  the  grip  on  the  market,  but  he  will  give  information  to  any 
who  address  him  at  150  Ellison  Street,  Jarrow-on-Tyne. 

Attacking  Companies. — 0.  H.  (32/6)  writes  :  "  There  are  many 
persons  who  are  not  aware  that  any  seven  persons,  by  registering 
as  a  limited  company,  may  use  the  titles  of  and  practise  as 
chemists,  but  who  would,  if  they  knew,  prefer  the  legitimately 
qualified  chemist,  were  they  able  to  distinguish  between  the  two. 
Are  there  any  reasons  why  any  or  every  chemist  should  not,  by 
means  of  circular,  handbill,  poster,  or  other  means,  endeavour  to 
educate  the  public  to  discriminate  between  those  qualified  under 
the  Pharmacy  Act  and  those  who,  being  limited  companies,  are 
appropriating  our  titles,  not  to  mention  names  ?  "  [Some  time 
ago  a  chemist  issued  circulars  of  the  kind  in  a  district  where 
Boots  (Limited)  were  the  only  company-chemists.  They  were 
promptly  withdrawn  when  the  company's  solicitors  wrote  to  the 
chemist.  The  darjger  of  such  circulars  is  that  they  are  apt  to 
be  construed  into  libel :  they  are,  in  fact,  of  the  boomeraDg 
type.— Editoe.] 

Legal  Queries. 

Consult  "  The  Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Diary,"  1904, 
before  formulating  Queries. 


42/20.  A.  P.  .tV. — Your  quinine-and-iron-tonic  label  con- 
tains no  dutiable  matter.    It  is  a  smart  label. 

40/68.  Ne  Plus  Ultra. — If  you  sell  the  cough-mixture 
(in  pennyworths  or  otherwise)  labelled  simply  "Bronchial 
drops,"  it  will  not  be  liable  to  medicine  stamp-duty. 

38/34.  Disc — Cachets  are  an  enclosure  within  the 
meaning  of  the  Medicine-stamp  Acts,  but  if  the  medicine  put 
up  in  them  is  an  entire  drug  it  is  exempt  from  stamp-duty 
although  the  cachets  are  described  as  "  headache-discs,"  and 
advertised.  The  various  questions  tbat  you  put  raise  points 
that  do  not  apply  at  all  to  entire  drugs.  Bead  paragraphs 
26  and  27  in  the  C.  4'  D.  Diary,  page  292. 

41/72.  Capsicum. — The  sa'e  of  paregoric  substitute  when 
paregoric  is  asked  for,  has  been  held  over  and  over  again  to 
be  an  infringement  of  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts,  even 
when  the  seller  has  explained  that  it  is  a  substitute.  You 
may  call  it  any  other  name,  such  as  lung-drops,  but  you  have 
no  right,  under  the  Acts,  to  give  one  thing  when  another  is 
asked  for.  One  of  the  objects  of  the  Acts  is  to  detect  such 
practices  and  punish  them. 

32/6.  O.  R. — If  a  chemist  trades  under  a  company-name 
(cot,  however,  limited),  he  has  the  privilege  of  Exemption  3. 
In  order  to  prevent  trouble  in  the  matter,  he  should  inform 
the  local  Inland  Revenue  Supervisor  or  the  Secretary  to  the 
Board  of  the  fact  that  he  is  the  owner  of  the  business.  We 
know  of  one  case  in  which  the  Board  took  proceedings 
against  a  so-called  company  and  withdrew  them  as  soon  as 
the  owner  proved  that  he  was  a  registered  chemist. 

42/43.  3Mlis.—We  do  not  think  that  "  irritation  of  the 
skin  "  occurring,  say,  in  the  description  of  a  face-lotion  label, 
would  involve  liability  to  stamp-duty,  but  "  skin-irritation 
o  ntment "  is  on  a  different  plane.  Pruritis  is  a  form  of 
skin-irritation,  and  other  ailments  could  be  included  in  the 
term.  Your  best  plan  is  to  mark  the  label  "Prepared 
according  to  '  Pharmaceutical  Formulas,' "  if  the  formula  is 
given  there.  So  also  in  the  case  of  the  digestive  little  liver- 
pills,  which  will  be  considered  liable  on  account  of  the 
possessive  case. 

31/31.  X.  Y.  Z. — (1)  "  Containing  aloes,  pil.  hydrarg.,  and 
colocvnth  "  is  an  adequate  indication  of  the  ingredients  of  an 
anr.ibilious  pill,  sold  as  such,  assuming  that  "  pil.  hydrarg.,"  as 
a  Latin  term,  is  not  outside  the  Board's  definition  "  adequate." 
(2)  "  Phar.  Formulas,  No.  so-and-so,"  is  a  sufficient  disclosure. 
The  page  is  not  necessary.  (3)  Bow's  liniment  is  a  pro- 
prietary preparation,  and  although  it  is  said  that  it  was  not 
so  originally  it  is  so  now.  "The  chest-liniment  (Bow)" 
would  not  relieve  the  preparation  from  liability  to  medicine 
stamp-duty,  unless  the  ingredients  are  indicated  or  a  refer- 
ence to  the  published  formula  is  on  the  label.  (4)  "  Gregory's 
mixture,  prepared  from  our  own  formula — not  B.P."  is  a 
dutiable  description.  It  would  not  be  if  ycu  said  "  Not  B.P. 
Prepared  from  rhubirb,  ginger,  and  carbonate  of  magnesia." 


Miscellaneous  Inquiries. 


We  endeavour  to  reply  promptly  and  practically  to  trade  ques- 
tions of  general  interest,  but  cannot  guarantee  insertion  of 
replies  on  a  particular  date,  nor  can  we  repeat  information 
given  during  the  past  twelve  months. 


35/69.    J.  R.  D. — Thanks  ;  but  we  cannot  use. 

4/10.  Presariber. — Book  on  Venereal  Diseases. — Hay- 
den's  "  Venereal  Diseases,"  7s.  Qd.  (Kimpton). 

85/49.  W.  H.  S. — Optical  Instruction.— Mr.  Lionel 
Laurence,  21  John  Street,  Bedford  Row,  W.C.,  is  the  official 
instructor  to  the  Spectacle-makers'  Company.  The  Anglo- 
American  Optical  Company,  Hatton  Garden,  EC,  also  give 
tuition  in  practical  subjects. 

35/16.  A.  J.  J. — Evanescent  Ink. — Writing  done  with  a 
weak  solution  of  cobalt  chloride  becomes  visible  on  heating 
the  paper.  The  ink  is  such  a  pale  pink  in  the  first  place 
that  it  does  not  show  when  writing  is  done  with  it  on  white 
paper. 

42/33.  J.  B.—  You  will  find  no  difficulty  in  getting  the 
books  through  a  medical  bookseller,  such  as  Lewis,  136  Gower 
Street,  W.C. 

35/29.  W.  H.  P.  (Cape  Colony).— Book  on  Taxidermy.— 
Batty 's  "  Practical  Taxidermy,"  5s.  (Kegan  Paul),  is  a  suit- 
able book  for  a  beginner. 

32/43.  J.  S.  E. — Weed-killer. — The  mixture  you  propose 
of  salt  and  acid  sulphate  of  potash  would  keep  well^pr  se, 
but  it  will  not  answer  to  pack  it  in  a  metal  vessel. 

8/23.  C.  T. — There  is  nothing  equivalent  to  the  C.  %  D. 
in  France.  If  it  is  a  situation  you  want,  you  should  consul  t 
or  advertise  in  the  C.  4'  B.  Supplement. 

21/57.  Jaiobws. — Please  explain  what  you  mean  by  "  pink 
oil." 

2/14.  Gladius. — Bestoring  Beer  tbat  has  gone  flat. — The 
addition  of  a  little  bicarbonate  of  soda  is  usually  made  to 
beer  that  has  gone  flat.  In  some  cases  a  very  small  quantity 
of  "  headiug-powder  "  can  be  added  with  advantage.  Head- 
ing-powders are  now  generally  compounded  of  saponine  or 
pulv.  ext.  quillaiEe,  as  these  are  soluble. 

234  20.  Aloes. — Both  the  milk  and  the  cow  are  likely  to 
be  injuriously  affected  in  the  case  you  mention. 

244/23  J.  R.  B. — Scott's  Ointment  darkens  by  age,  and 
that  perhaps  accounts  for  the  variation  in  colour  between 
your  fresh  batch  and  the  old  stock.  If  you  have  followed 
the  B.P.  directions  and  used  the  proper  ingredients,  your 
product  is  bound  to  be  correct. 

40/61.  Viator. — A  locum  tenens  on  duty  from  two  to 
9.30  p.m.  would  be  supplied  with  tea  at  about  five,  but  would 
hardly  be  entitled  to  other  meals  in  the  absence  of  an  agree- 
ment. 

7/58.  J.  B.  G. — Books  for  Apothecaries'  Hall  Examina- 
tion — Stanley's  "  Manual  for  Assistants'  Examination, 
Apothecaries  Hall "  3  s.  6d.  (Renshaw),  or  "  Thomson's  "  The 
Apothecaries'  Hall  Manual,"  2s.  (Whittaker). 

41/27.  C.  J. — Biting  the  Finger-nails  is  a  bad  habit 
common  to  nervous  and  irritable  people.  It  can  be  checked 
in  childhood  by  appropriate  chastisement.  Adults  may 
have  their  consciousness  awakened  by  dipping  the  nails  in 
tincture  of  quassia  after  washing  the  hands.  Their  will 
must  do  the  rest. 

20/66.  //.  F.  D. — We  cannot  refer  you  to  a  formula  for 
Robert's  ext.  ergotre  alcohol,  liq.  Kobert,  some  twenty  years 
ago,  showed  that  cornutine  is  the  active  principle  of  ergot  from 
a  medicinal  point  of  view,  and  the  B.P.  process  for  ergotin  is 
founded  on  Robert's  process.  This  ergotin  forms  a  clear 
solution  with  water,  and  a  liquid  extract  (1  in  1)  could 
be  prepared  by  dilution. 
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32  25  Argon. — Peroxide  of  zinc  is  hopogan,  and  you  can 
obtain  it  from  the  British  Druggists  (Limited),  who  advertise 
in  the  C.  %  D. 

3/38.  Calomel  (Johannesburg). — The  formula  for  Hoff's 
Consumption-cure  was  published  in  the  C.  J).,  Decem- 
ber 1,  1900.    The  recipe  is  as  follows  : 

Acid,  arsenic   0-l 

Potass,  carb   0'2 

Acid,  cinnamici        ...       ...       ...  0'3 

Aq.  distill   5*0 

Coque  usque  ad  perfeetam  solutionem,  dein  adde 

Cognac  2-5 

Ext.  laudan.  aq  0'3 

Aq.  destill  2"5 

Solve  et  filtra. 

The  dose  is  6  drops  after  dinner  and  supper,  gradually 
increasing  to  22  drops. 

27/29.  W.  J.  H.— There  is  no  feasible  method  of  re- 
moving a  dark-coloured  mark  from  a  bull's  nose. 

■  11/72.  Seientia. — Ink  for  Etching  Glass. — Dissolve  in 
12  oz.  of  water  oz.  of  sodium  fluoride  and  a  oz.  of 
potassium  sulphate.  Make  another  solution  of  56  gr.  of  zinc 
chloride  and  4  oz.  of  water,  and  then  add  J  oz.  of  strong 
hydrochloric  acid.  Mix  equal  parts  of  the  two  solutions 
when  required  for  use.  The  "  ink "  can  be  thickened  by 
adding  barium  sulphate  rubbed  down  fine. 

34/70.  Gulielmus.— The  William  III.  farthing,  dated  1695, 
is  not  rare.  Such  coins  are  quoted  in  numismatists'  catalogues 
at  from  6d.  to  Is. 

38/48.  Alpha. — Combined  Bath. — We  have  pointed  out 
(C.  cf  D.,  August  2,  1902,  page  202)  the  complicated  nature 
of  the  reactions  which  take  place  in  the  combined  toniDg 
and  fixing  bath.  There  is  no  way  of  overcoming  this,  but 
the  precipitate  is  trivial  if  the  bath  is  allowed  to  stand  a 
week  or  so  before  bottling. 

38/22.  In  a  Fix. — There  is  no  reason  why  you,  should  not 
gelatin-coat  the  horse-balls.  Holding  the  horse-ball,  by 
means  of  a  pin  stuck  in  the  end,  it  is  dipped  in  the  following 
solution  : 

Gelatin    giv. 

Boric  acid      ...       ...       ...       ...  5ij- 

Mucilage  of  acacia  ...       ...       ...  Jj. 

Distilled  water    §xl. 

Soak  the  gelatin  in  the  water  until  soft,  heat  on  a  water-bath 
until  dissolved,  then  add  the  mucilage  and  boric  acid. 

42/63.  Ammonia. — The  anhydrous  ammonia  used  in  ice- 
making  is  produced  by  compressing  ammonia  gas,  whereas 
liq.  ammonia;  fort.  880°  is  an  aqueous  solution. 

56/40.  W.  O.  S.— Softening  Skins  that  have  been 
treated  with  alum. — The  patient  application  of  tallow  or 
soft  paraffin  is  all  you  can  do  to  restore  pliability  to  the 
dried  skins. 

42/70.  Q.  W.  3)  S. — (1)  You  cannot  improve  on  radix 
anchusas  as  a  colouring  for  a  turpentine  lotion.  (2)  Half- 
pound  doses  of  Glauber's  salts  are  usual  in  the  case  of  cows 
or  mares  with  young. 

41/73.  Chicken.— (1)  Gapes  in  Poultry.— Refer  to 
C.  4'  D-i  September  19,  page  511,  or  "  Veterinary  Counter- 
practice,"  page  262.  (2)  You  will  have  no  difficulty  in 
getting  a  copy  of  the  U.S.  Pharmacopceia  from  a  foreign 
bookseller,  such  as  Dulau  &  Co.,  37  Soho  Square,  W.C.,  or 
the  J.  B.  Lippincott  Company,  36  Southampton  Street, 
Covent  Garden,  W.C.  (3)  The  C.  4'  D.  Diary,  1904,  was 
out  of  stock  in  December  of  last  year.  You  might  obtain  a 
copy  by  advertising  in  the  Coloured  Supplement. 

3/32.  Sago. — Malt  and  Oil. — On  the  large  scale  extract 
of  malt  is  combined  with  cod-liver  oil  by  mixing  the  oil 
with  the  extract  when  the  latter  is  at  a  temperature  of 
100°  F.  If  the  mixing  is  done  in  a  steam-pan,  care  must  be 
taken  not  to  exceed  100°  F.,  because  a  higher  temperature 
is  injurious  both  to  the  extract  of  malt  and  the  cod-liver  oil. 


41/30.  Phoenix  sends  us  a  recipe  he  recently  received 
over  the  counter  "for  headache  of  long  standing;  take  the 
juice,  powder,  or  distilled  water  of  hog-Jice,  and  continue  it." 
It  is  curious  to  find  that  this  animal  remedy  is  still 
occasionally  asked  for.  For  several  hundred  years  wood-lice 
(millipedes)  were  used  as  a  popular  diuretic  and  in  the 
treatment  of  nervous  affections.  The  best  way  of  ad- 
ministering the  remedy  was  considered  to  be  by  bruising  the 
wood-lice  in  white  wine  and  drinking  the  liquid. 

41/53.  Stele. — The  paraffin  used  for  embedding  tissues  in 
microscopic  work  is  paraffinum  durum,  melting  at  between 
45°  and  50°  C.  The  tissues  are  either  embedded,  or, 
where  very  porous  or  brittle,  saturated  with  the  paraffin. 

14/53.  Ken.  —  Matt-varnish.  —  Your  ron-success  with 
the  formula  for  this  in  "  Pharmaceutical  Formulas  "  is  due 
to  imperfect  adjustment  of  the  proportions  of  ether  and 
benzine.  In  making  another  batch  do  not  add  the  full 
quantity  of  benzine  at  first — add  3  oz.  and  try  the  effect. 
The  ingredients  are  correct. 

21/73.  H.  H.  J. — Ginger-wine. — It  would  have  been 
better  if  you  had  given  us  an  idea  of  the  formulas  you  have 
used  for  ginger-wine  and  which  have  been  failures.  Here  is 
a  modern  method  which  may  be  new  to  you  :  Make  a  plain 
wine  by  boiling  30  lbs.  of  sugar  in  10  gals,  of  water  for  three 
hours.  Make  up  to  10  gals.,  and  when  still  warm  ferment  for 
a  month  by  placing  on  the  surface  of  the  liquid  §  pint  of 
brewer's  yeast ;  whilst  fermenting  the  vat  containing  the 
liquid  is  kept  in  a  warm  place.  At  the  end  of  this  time 
filter  through  a  flannel  bag  containing  plaster  of  Paris,  and 
add  soluble  essence  of  ginger  3  oz  ,  tincture  of  orange-peel 
20  oz.,  burnt  sugar  2  to  4  oz.  Put  into  a  cask  with  1  lb. 
of  raisins,  and  let  the  wine  stand  for  six  months  before  using. 


Information  Wanted. 

43/16.    Who  are  the  makers  of  Doyley's  aseptic  ducats  1 
42/36.    Who  is  the  maker  or  agent  for  Murray's  ear- 
drums 1 

19/91.  Address  of  the  agents  for  Loeflund's  pure  barley- 
malt  extract. 

43/70.  Name  and  address  of  makers  of  King's  first-aid 
adhesive  bandages. 

225/38.  What  is  the  composition  of  the  solution  used  in 
Gaiffe's  medical  battery  1 

40/52.  Who  are  the  London  agents  for  the  Perla  perfumes, 
made  by  A.  W.  Schwarz,  of  Zurich  ? 

41/71.  Who  supplies  the  showcard-holders  that  every 
few  minutes  automatically  change  the  card  on  view  ? 


Coming  Eventa, 

Notices  for  insertion  under  this  heading  should  be  received 
by  the  Editor  on  Wednesday  of  each  week. 


Monday,  February  15. 

Society  of  Arts,  John  Street,  Adelphi,  W.C,  at  8  p.m.  Cantor 
lecture  (IV.),  by  Dr.  J.  Lewkowitsch,  on  "  Oils  and  Fats  : 
their  Uses  and  Applications." 

Westminster  College  of  Chemistry  and  Pharmacy,  Holborn 
Restaurant.  Annuil  dinner,  concert,  and  dance.  Reception 
at  6.30  p.m. 

Tuesday,  February  16. 

Hull  Chemists'  Trade  Association,  Mr.  Chapman's,  Charles 
Street.  Meeting  at  which  tbr  perfume- contract  will  be  com- 
pleted, and  plaster  and  feeding  bottle  contracts  will  be  dis- 
cussed. 

Boyal  Photographic  Society  of  Great  Britain,  66  Russell 
Square,  W.C,  at  8  p.m.    Lantern  evening. 

Leicester  Chemists'  Association,  Grand  Hotel,  at  7.30  p.m. 
Annual  dinner.  Tickets,  10s.  6</.  each,  may  be  had  from 
Mr.  F.  W.  Goodess  or  Mr.  A.  D.  Hearnshaw  (Hon.  Secre- 
taries). 

Blackpool  and  Fylde  Chemists'  Association,  Palatine  Hotel, 
Blackpool,  at  9  p.m.    Annual  meeting. 
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Wednesday,  February  17. 

Boyal  Microscopical  Society,  20  Hanover  Square,  W.,  at  8  p.m. 
Papers  by  Mr.  E.  M.  Nehon  "  On  the  Vertical  Illuminator  " 
and  "The  Influence  of  the  Autipoint  on  the  Microscopic 
Image  Showa  Graphically";  and  Mr.  Keith  Lucas  "A 
Microscope  with  Geometric  Slides." 

West  of  Scotland  College  of  Pharmacy,  Alexandra  Hotel,  Bath 
Street,  Glasgow,  at  9  P.M.  Fifth  annual  dinner.  Tickets, 
3s.  each,  may  be  had  from  Mr.  Wm.  Graham,  157  St.  Vincent 
Street,  Glasgow. 

Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain  (North  British 
Branch),  35  York  Place,  Edinburgh,  at  8.30  p.m.  Evening 
meeting.  The  papers  to  be  real  arc  :  "  South  American 
Neroli  Oil,"  by  Messrs.  J.  C.  Umney  and  C.  T.  Bennett; 
"Dispensing  Notes,"  by  Mr.  Martin  Meldrum,  Ph.C. ; 
"  Note3  on  an  Arsenic,  Iron,  and  Quinine  Mixture,"  by  Agnes 
T.  Borrovvman ;  "  Suggested  Test  for  Salicylic  Acid  in 
Bismuth  Salicylate,"  by  Mr.  William  Lyon."j 

Chemical  Society,  Burlington  House,  Piccadilly,  W.,  at  5.30  p.m. 
"  Observations  on  Some  Continuous  Intramolecular  and  at 
first  Reversible  Changes  extending  over  Prolonged  Periods 
of  Time,"  by  Mr.  R,  J.  Friswell  ;  and  "  The  Esteriflcation  of 
r-Mandelic  Acid  by  Menthol  and  Borneo],"  by  Mr.  A. 
McKeozie. 

Western  Chemists'  Association,  Norfolk  Square  Hotel,  London 
Street,  Pad  lington,  W.,  at  8  p.m.    Ordinary  meeting. 

Brit'sh  Optical  Association,  Lecture  Hall,  Mount  Vernon 
Hospital,  Fitzroy  Square,  W.,  at  8  p.m.  Lantern-lecture  by 
Mr.  A.  W.  Oxbrow. 

Thursday,  February  13. 

Bournemouth  Pharmaceutical  Association,  Albert  Restaurant, 
Albert  Road,  at  8.30  p  M.  Mr.  C.  F.  R.  Pars  will  open  a  dis- 
cussion on  "  Co-operative  Buying." 

North-East  Lancashire  Chemists'  Association,  Blackburn,  at 
8.30  p.m.    Progressive  whist  party.    Tickets,  Is.  each. 

Midland  Pharmaceutical  Association,  the  University,  Birming- 
ham, at  8  30  p  M.  The  President  ( Mr.  A.  W.  Gerrard)  will 
read  a  paper  on  "  Plasters  and  Plaster-spreading "  (post- 
poned from  last  week). 

Glasgow  and  West  of  Scotland  Pharmaceutical  Association, 
94  West  Regent  Street,  Glasgow,  at  9.15  p.m.  Mr.  R.  Tocher 
on  "  The  Pharmacist  as  Optician." 

Chemists'  Assistants'  Association,  73  Newman  Street,  Oxford 
Street,  W.,  at  9  P  M.  Lantern-lecture  by  Mr.  R.  E.  Lowns- 
brough,  entitled  "  O'er  Moor  and  Country-side." 

Burnley  C  emists'  Association,  Empress  Hotel,  at  8.30  p.m. 
Reply  of  Town  Clerk  re  municipal  trading,  and  communication 
re  poison  labels. 

Friday,  February  19. 

Boyal  Institution  of  Great  Britain,  Albemarle  Street,  Piccadilly, 
W.,  at  9  p.m.  Discourse  by  Mr.  C.  T.  R.  Wilson  on  "  Con- 
densation Nuclei." 


The  twenty-third  annual  Junior  Pharmacy  Ball  is  announced 
for  February  24.  Mr.  Percival  Trick,  Salisbury  House,  London 
Wall,  E.C.,  is  the  Hon.  Secretary.    Tickets,  7s.  6d.  each. 

The  annual  dinner  of  the  School  of  Pharmacy  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  will  be  held  at  the  Holborn  Restaurant  on 
February  23.  Professor  Greenish  will  take  the  chair.  Ticket?, 
5s.  each,  may  be  had  from  Messrs.  Clarke  &  Morson,  17  Blooms- 
bury  Square,  W.C. 

Mb.  Thomas  Tyrer,  F.I.C.,  F.C.S.,  is  to  read  a  supplementary 
paper  on  the  spirit  question  at  a  special  meeting  of  the  London 
Section  of  the  Society  of  Chemical  Industry  on  February  22.  Mr. 
Tyrer  will  in  this  communication  give  the  latest  information 
respecting  the  use  of  duty-free  alcohol  for  industrial  purposes  in 
various  countries. 


"  3nventefc>  Morfcs  "  as  ftrafce^marfcs. 

By  a  Barrister. 


"  W^HE^  is  a  trade-mark  not  a  trade  mark  1 "  will  soon  be 
»"  a  frequent  coDundrum  in  commercial  circles.  As 
the  statute-law  and  case-law  now  stand  with  regard  to  trade- 
marks, theie  is  considerable  room  for  improvement  in  the 
way  of  simplification  and  lucidity.  If  the  benefits  of  regis- 
tration are  to  be  secured  to  a  trader  who  believes  in  the 


efficacy  and  aptness  of  a  name  or  brand  which  he  has 
invented  to  sell  his  goods  under,  the  rules  which  regulate 
the  matter  should  be  made  and  kept  as  plain  as  possible. 
These  remarks  are  occasioned  by  the  recent  decision  in  the 
High  Court  as  to  the  "  Absorbinc  "  trade-mark,  which  has 
been  ordered  to  be  expunged  from  the  register.  After  a 
careful  study  of  the  facts  of  the  case  and  of  the  word  itself, 
and  with  every  desire  to  be  loyally  respectful  to  the  verdict 
of  an  experienced  Judge,  I  cannot  agree  with  his  reasoning 
or  his  conclusion.  The  t.ade-mark  was  ordered  to  be 
removed  for  not  being  "  an  invented  word "  within  the 
meaning  of  Section  64  of  the  Act  of  1883,  as  amended  by 
Section  10  of  the  Act  of  1838.  As  the  amended  law  stands, 
different  considerations  arise  from  those  which  in  bygone 
days  adversely  affected  the  validity  of  words  lise"Herba- 
lin"  (for  medicine)  and  "Washerine"  (for  soap).  It  is 
well  known  that  among  the  essential  particulars  of  at  least 
one  of  whicli  a  registrable  trade-mark  must  now  consist  are 
"  an  invented  word  or  words  "  and  "a  word  or  words  having 
no  reference  to  the  character  or  quality  of  the  goods,  and 
not  being  a  geographical  name."  The  question  in  the  cace 
referred  to  was  really  resolved  into  a  discussion  as  to 
whether  "  Absoibine  "  was  or  was  not  an  invented  word.  It 
should  be  added  that,  in  accordance  with  a  practice  against 
which  traders  who  prefer  registration  to  common-'aw  rights 
catjnot  be  too  often  warned,  the  exclusive  use  of  the  first 
two  syllables  of  "Absorbine"  was  disclaimed  on  registration. 

Mr.  Justice  Joyce  held  that  the  word  was  not  properly 
registrable,  as  there  was,  in  his  view,  no  invention  in  any  one 
syllable  or  in  the  whole,  and  he  did  so  notwithstanding  the 
decision  in  the  "Solio"  case.  There  the  House  of  Lords, 
in  1898,  held  tha\  in  spite  of  a  possible  covert  and  skilful 
allusion  to  the  character  of  the  goods,  that  word  was 
sufficiently  "invented."  As  a  result,  the  register  of  trade- 
marks at  once  became,  so  to  say,  more  "  hospitable,"  and 
hundreds  of  words  analogous  to  that  which  tne  House  of 
Lords  declared  to  be  good  have  since  been  roistered,  such 
as  "Glitttrine  "  (for  lacquer),  "  Hedapene  "  (for  medicine), 
"  Floorine  "  (for  floor-polish),  "  Comfortine  "  (for  bedding), 
"  Granulettes  "  (for  medicine),  "  Solderine"  (for  solder),  and 
"Acidine"  (for  medicine).  "  Absorbine  "  is  a  word  exactly 
on  all-fours  with  the  words  picked  at  random  from  a  host. 
As  it  was  argued  in  a  similar  recent  case,  the  register 
must  reek  with  improper  words.  And  the  bewilderment 
of  the  trader  is  not  unnatural  when  he  knows  that  the 
House  of  Lords  is  the  highest  tribunal  of  the  land,  and  then 
reads  tnat  "Solio"  will  do  but  "Absorbine"  will  not;  and, 
if  the  latest  decision  stands,  thousands  of  pounds  have  been 
thrown  away  on  idle  registration,  apart  from  much  more 
expended  in  building  up  bu-iness  on  the  strength  of  sup- 
posed validity  of  registration.  While  fully  conscious  of 
the  intricacies  and  fallacies  of  this  chaoter  of  the  law,  I 
think  the  first  coiner  of  such  words,  although  they  are 
merely  compounded  of  a  common  word  and  a  euphonious 
termination,  should  be  entitled  to  the  pnrection  of  registra- 
tion, provided  the  public  is  not  cheated  or  a  rival  trader 
damaged.  "  Of  course,"  as  the  present  Lord  Chancellor  said 
in  the  "Solio"  case,  "words  which  are  merely  misspelt,  but 
which  are  nevertheless  in  sound  ordinary  English  words, 
and  the  use  of  which  msy  tend  to  deceive,  ought  not  to  be 
permitted."  There  must  not  be  a  mere  variation  of  the 
orthography,  or  a  vocal  slurring  recorded  in  the  spelling ; 
and  Mr.  Justice  Joyce  agreed  with  this  in  saying  that  he 
would  have  no  hesitation  in  removing  "Absorbine"  if  he 
had  thought  it  stood  for  "  absorbing  "  or  the  clipped  form 
'  absorbin'."  It  is  neither  of  these  things,  but  a  word 
known  to  no  dictionary,  and  was  first  applied  by  the  plain- 
tiffs to  their  goods,  so  it  should  be  theirs.  Without  any 
sentimental  bias  in  favour  of  monopolies,  it  seens  a  pity 
that  the  law  should  not  recognise  th  s  to  be  so.  For  these 
reasons,  and  because  the  decision  of  a  high  tribunal  has 
encouraged  the  registration  with  a  favouring  Comptroller  of 
an  immense  number  of  analogous  words  which  it  would 
seem  impolitic  and  unfair  to  disturb,  I  go  so  far  as  to 
hope  that  "  Absorbine  "  may  be  reinstated  <n  the  register. 
And,  if  iumour  is  coirect  in  saying  that  in  this  case  Mr. 
Young,  the  proprietor  of  the  preparation  "  Absorbine,"  is  not 
himself  disposed  to  carry  the  question  to  appeal,  it  would 
seem  desirable  that  public-spirited  firms  or  individual 
tr.iders  should  promptly  help  towards  a  happier  solution  of  a 
technical  but  important  riddle  of  industrial  competition. 
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SOTICE  TO  BUYERS.— The  prices  given  in  this  section  at* 
those  obtained  by  importers  or  manufacturers  for  bulk 
quantities  or  original  packages.  To  these  prices  various 
charges  have  to  be  added,  whereby  values  are  in  many 
Instances  greatly  augmented  before  wholesale  dealers  stock 
the  goods.  Qualities  of  drugs  and  oils  vary  greatly,  and 
higher  prices  are  commanded  by  selected  qualities  even  in 
bulk  quantities.  It  would  be  unreasonable  for  retail  buyer* 
to  expect  to  get  small  quantities  at  anything  like  the  prises 
here  quoted. 


42  Cannon  Street,  London,  B.C.  :  February  n. 

ALTHOUGH  legitimate  business  is  quiet,  there  has  been  a 
decidedly  more  active  tone  about  the  markets  this 
week,  the  commencement  of  the  Russo-Japanese  War 
having  stimulated  many  articles,  including  Japanese  pro- 
dace.  The  war,  however,  is  inopportune  for  many  specu- 
lators, as  their  attention  is  concentrated  on  cotton,  coffee, 
cloves,  &c.,  and  the  great  depreciation  in  values  of  the  two 
former  articles  keeps  them  well  occupied.  Apaft  from 
this,  there  is  evidently  a  desire  to  create  a  "boom" 
in  several  articles,  so  that  it  behoves  buyers  to 
act  with  caution.  Menthol  is  one  of  the  principal  drugs 
lhat  has  risen,  an  advance  of  about  Qd.  daily  having  taken 
place.  Dementholised  peppermint  oil  is  also  dearer,  and 
closes  a  rising  market.  Japanese  crude  antimony  has  ad- 
vanced, vegetable  wax  is  firmer,  and  ginger  is  dearer.  The 
famine  in  refined  camphor  is  becoming  more  marked,  and 
the  outlook  continues  serious.  Quinine  has  advanced  \d. 
"officially,"  and  rather  more  activity  is  srhown.  Tartaric 
acid  and  cream  of  tartar  are  firmly  held,  while  citric  acid 
jemains  easy.  Sulphur  is  scarce  on  the  spot.  The  following 
are  the  principal  changes  of  the  week  : 


Higher 

Firmer 

Easier 

Lower 

Antimony 
Ginger  (Jap.) 
Menthol 
Oil,  pepper- 
mint (Jap.) 
Quinine 

Acid,  tartaric 

Sulphur 

Wax 

(Japanese) 

Capsicums 
Oil,  cassia 
Oil,  citronella 
Vanilla 

Ginger  (Cocb.) 
Oil,  cod-liver 
Pepper 

The  New  Customs=forms. 

We  have  received  from  the  Commercial  Department  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  copies  of  the  new  forms  of  import,  export,  and 
warehousing  entry,  which  have  been  issued  with  the  object  of 
improving  the  statistical  records  of  British  commerce.  The 
alterations  are  :  — 

For  Imports. 

(1)  Entry  for  home-use  ex  ship.    No.  22  (sale). 

A  column  is  added  "  Name  of  place  whence  goods  consigned." 
J2)  Entry  for  warehousing.    No.  46  (sale). 

A  column  is  added  "  Name  of  place  whence  goo  is  CDnsignel." 
(3)  Entry  for  free  goods.    No.  23  (sa'.e). 

A  column  is  added  "Name  of  place  whence  goods  consigned." 

For  Exports. 

$1)  Specification  for  foreign  goods  free  of  duty,  or  on  which  all 
duties  have  been  paid.    No.  30  (sale). 
A  column  has  been  added  "  Country  whence  goods  were 
consigned  when  imported." 

(2)  Specification  for  British  and  Irish  goods.    No.  29  (sale\ 
This  has  no  addition,  but  the  B  iard  of  Trade  draw  special 

attention  to   the  column  headed  "Final  destination  of 
goods,"  which  they  state  is  not  always  accurately  filled  up 
From  the  recent  circular  sent  out  to  the  Chambers  of  Com- 
merce by  the  Board  of  Trade,  and  signed  by  Mr.  H.  L'ewellyn 
Smith,  it  would  appear  that  the  amendments  have  been  brought 
about  on  the  initiative  of  British  merchants  themselves,  as  Mr. 


Smith  says  "  representations  have  been  received  from  time  to 
time  by  the  Board  of  Trade  from  important  organisations  repre- 
senting British  traders,  suggesting  that  an  attempt  should  he 
made  to  specify  the  countries  of  original  consignment  in  the  case 
of  imports,  and  the  countries  of  ultimate  destination  in  the  case  of 
exports,  instead  of  or  in  addition  to  the  countries  of  shipment." 
We  feel  sure,  however,  that  British  traders  did  not  ask  to  be 
allowed  to  state  the  country  of  origin  of  all  goods  shipped,  as 
they  are  now  required  to  do.  This  amendment  appears  to  have 
been  made  at  the  instance  of  the  Commissioners  of  Customs 
and  is  decidedly  objectionable,  as  thereby  importers  abroad  will 
in  a  comparatively  short  time  acquire  a  knowledge  of  where  the 
goods  are  produced — information  which  probably  has  cost  the 
exporter  many  years'  experience. 

Foreign  Trade  in  January. 

The  various  alterations  in  regard  to  the  classification  of  imports 
and  exports  (which  we  announced  in  our  issue  of  January  2, 
page  30)  are  now  shown  in  the  Board  of  Trade  Returns  for 
January,  and  those  of  interest  to  the  drug-trade  are  dealt  with 
later.  Imports  and  exports  for  the  month  declined  by  233,000/. 
and  820,000/.  respectively,  comparedwith  the  corresponding  month 
of  1903.  It  must  be  remembered,  however,  that  there  was  one 
working-day  less  in  January  than  in  last  year,  which  would 
explain  practically  the  whole  deficit.  Re-exports  decreased 
355,000?.  The  chief  feature  of  the  imports  is  a  fall  of  978,000?. 
in  the  imports  of  manufactured  and  parti}'  manufactured  articles, 
which  includes  99,0C0/.  less  of  chemicals,  drugs,  dyes,  and  colours. 
The  exports  of  articles  wholly  or  mainly  manufactured  also  show 
a  diminution  of  421,000/.,  chemicals,  drugs,  dyes,  and  colours, 
being  52,500?.  less.  By  the  new  amendments,  the  imports  and 
exports  of  cream  of  tartar,  muriate  of  ammonia,  sulphuric  acid, 
and  tartaric  acid,  are  now  shown  by  the  cvvt.,  whereas  formerly 
they  were  included  in  "  chemical-manufactures  and  products, 
unenumcrated  "  by  value  only.  We  imported  4,322  cwt.  cream  of 
tartar  (16,340/.)  and  exported  957  cwt.,  of  which  238  cwt.  was 
declared  as  British  produce.  The  imports  of  tartaric  acid 
amounted  to  2,509  cwt.,  valued  at  12,961/  ,  and  the  exports 
amounted  to  191  cwt.,  of  which  90  cwt.  was  declared  to  be  of 
British  manufacture.  The  quinine  and  quinine  salts  figures 
show  an  all-round  shrinkage,  being  as  follows  : 

1902  1903  1904 

Oz.  Oz.  Oz. 

Imports    ...       22,960  32,502  15,250 

Exports    ...       65,321  129,268  46,6d2 

According  to  the  returns,  only  3,347  oz.  of  the  above  represented 
the  January  exports  of  foreign-made  quinine,  so  that  little 
reliance  can  be  placed  on  the  exporters'  declarations  as  to 
whether  it  is  manufactured  in  this  country  or  abroad. 


Acid,  Citric,  is  easy,  at  from  ll^d.  to  Is.  per  lb. 

Acid,  Tartaric,  is  very  firm  at  Is.  0^1.  per  lb.  for 
foreign,  and  Is.  \\d.  for  English  on  the  spot. 

Aconite. — Germany  Na/pellus  is  quoted  38s.  per  cwt. 

Agar-Agar  is  firm,  with  Japanese  strips  offered  at  from 
Is.  l\d.  to  Is.  Ql.  per  lb.  according  to  quality. 

Aloes. — The  market  has  been  somewhat  startled  this  week 
by  the  arrival  of  194  cases  of  Cape  aloes  per  Khifauns  Castle 
from  Mossel  Bay.  Ninety  boxes  of  Curacao  aloes  have  also 
arrived.  Since  the  auctions  some  30  kegs  of  Socotnne 
description  have  been  sold. 

Antimony. — Japanese  crude  is  Is.  61.  dearer,  business 
having  been  done  up  to  13/.  per  ton. 

Belladonna  is  firm,  and  in  fair  demand  at  about  40  s. 
per  cwt.,  c.i.f.  There  has  been  a  rather  better  supply  of 
good-testing  root  available  lately. 

Benzoin. — Since  the  auctions  sales  of  fair  almondy 
Sumatra  seconds  have  been  made  at  11.  5s.  per  cwt  ,  and 
middling  ditto  at  5/.  12s.  Qd.  There  has  been  a  better 
inquiry  for  Siam  benzoin  for  export  to  Russia,  but  veiy  little 
is  obtainable  on  the  spot.  Fifty  cases  Sumatra  have  arrived, 
part  of  fine  quality. 

Buchu. — A  fair  quantity  has  changed  hands  since  ths 
sales  and  nothing  is  now  obtainable  below  9i.  per  lb.  for  fair 
round  greenish  leaf.  Some  of  the  transactions  in  auction 
last  week  at  8^d.  "  subject  "  were  not  afterwards  confirmed. 

Calumba. — Good  quality  is  becoming  scarcer,  and  the 
market  for  this  description  is  tending  higher.  Picked  washed 
is  offered  at  37s.  Qd.,  washed  sorts  at  27s.  Qd.,  and  fair 
natural  at  16s.  Qd.  per  cwt. 
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Camphor. — English  refined  is  again  dearer,  refiners  now 
quoting  bells  at  from  3s.  4i.  to  3s.  6d.  per  lb.,  and  one 
refiner  asks  4s.,  with  the  prospect  of  still  higher  prices. 
Refiners  are  selling  in  small  wholesale  quantities  only, 
to  regular  consumers.  The  position  has  of  course 
become  aggravated  by  the  outbreak  of  war,  and  this  has 
further  stimulated  the  demand,  compelling  a  further  advance. 
In  Japanese  tablets  business  has  been  done  at  3s.  per  lb., 
but  3s.  2d.  to  3s.  3d.  is  now  wanted. 

Cascara  Sagrada  is  inactive  on  the  spot ;  from  New 
York  85s.,  c.i.f.,  is  quoted. 

Chamomiles. — Small  shipments  of  Belgian  flowers  con- 
tinue to  arrive,  but  the  tone  of  the  market  is  quiet,  fair 
quality  offering  at  35s.  per  cwt.,  c.i.f. 

Cocaine. — A.  fairly  steady  demand  is  shown  for  hydro- 
chloride at  the  last  reduction. 

Coriander  SEED.^Good  sound  Morocco  is  selling  at 
14  '.  6d.  per  cwt. 

Crkam  of  Tartar. — The  scarcity  of  raw  material  keeps 
the  market  firm,  and  87s.  per  cwt.  is  the  general  price  for 
98  per  cent  (BP.)  powder,  95  per  cent,  being  quoted  at 
from  81s.  to  85s. 

Damiana  Leaves. — Firm  and  tending  higher  at  5d.  per  lb., 
C.i.f.  terms. 

Elemi. — Over  100  small  cases  have  arrived  this  week. 

Ekgot. — Several  arrivals,  amounting  to  about  50  bags, 
have  taken  place  from  Odessa  this  week,  but  in  view  of  the 
Kusso-Japantse  war  it  is  probable  that  direct  shipments 
from  Southern  Russia  to  foreign  countries  will  be  consider- 
ably curtailed,  for  either  Russian  or  Spanish  for  shipment 
Is.  3|rZ.  to  Is.  4i.,  c.i.f.,  is  quoted. 

Gambier. — Holders  of  Cubes  ask  36s.  6cl.  per  cwt.  for 
fair  quality. 

Gamboge. — Fair  Siam  pipe  is  quoted  15?.  to  151.  15s.  per 
pipe,  and  a  small  business  has  been  done  at  the  inside  figure. 

Golden  Seal. — A  good  business  has  been  done  on  the 
spot  at  prices  rising  to  3s.  3d.  per  lo.  net,  and  3s.  lOd.  is  now 
asked.  Very  little  is  now  obtainable  in  the  United  States, 
and  on  the  spot  the  stock  is  about  half  a  ton. 

Honey. — Jamaica  of  good  quality  is  scarce,  and  for  fair 
24s.  6(1.  per  cwt.  has  been  paid  from  second-hands. 

Ipecacuanha. — The  s.s.  Nile,  from  Monte  Video,  has 
arrived  with  79  packages  of  Rio  (Matto  Grosso).  There 
appears  to  be  a  fair  consumptive  demand  for  ipecac,  as 
delivery  of  last  week's  purchases  has  been  taken,  and  since 
the  sales  a  small  business  has  been  done  in  Rio.  Cartagena 
is  held  for  4s.  3d.,  and  about  30  bales  have  been  sold  lately. 
The  stocks  in  the  warehouse  include  417  Matto  Grosso, 
137  Minas,  10  bales  Eist  Indian,  and  about  100  Cartagena. 

Menthol. — A  much  firmer  tone  has  been  given  to  the 
market  in  consequence  of  the  war  in  the  Far  East,  and  with 
a  fair  spot  demand  prices  have  advanced  Is.  3:1.  to  Is.  6d. 
per  lb.,  business  having  been  done  in  Kobayashi  at  16s.  6i. 
to  17s ,  and  to-day  17s.  6i.  was  quoted  for  this  brand. 
Yazawa  has  been  sold  at  16s.  to  16s.  6d.  The  s.s.  Bingo 
Maru,  the  last  mail-steamer  from  Japan  to  London,  arrived 
this  week  with  30  cases  of  menthol.  A  fire  broke  out  on 
board  after  the  vessel  had  been  docked,  and,  according  to 
newspaper  reports,  considerable  damage  has  been  done. 

Myrrh. — For  picked  gum  61.  10s.  per  cwt.  is  asked,  and 
90s.  for  fair  Aden  sorts. 

Oil,  Castor. — For  prompt  delivery  pure  medicinal  of 
Hull  make  is  quoted  211.  17s.  61.  per  ton  in  barrels  and  2f 
per  lb.  in  cases. 

Oil,  Cod-liver. — Our  Bergen  correspondent  writes  on 
February  6  that  the  weather  has  been  calm  during  the  past 
week,  and  fishing  has  commenced  satisfactorily  all  over  the 
coast.  The  cod-fish  is  present  at  all  the  places  where  the 
fishing  is  usually  carried  on,  so  that  the  industry  is  being 
carried  on  in  a  more  regular  manner.  In  regard  to  the 
quality  of  the  cod,  our  correspondent  observes  that  there  is 
a  certain  improvement  compared  with  last  year,  but  the 
livers  are  still  very  poor,  and  the  quality  will  fall  off  as  the 
fishing  goes  on.    The  exports  from  Bergen  to  date  amount 


to  118  barrels,  against  333  barrels  at  the  corresponding  date 
of  last  year.  At  the  moment  very  little  business  is  being 
done  in  this  market,  and  much  lower  offers  are  made  from 
Norway  this  week,  one  agent  for  a  leading  refiner  quoting 
250s.  per  barrel,  c.i.f  ,  for  new  non-corgealing  oil  without 
engagements  lor  forward  delivery.  Prime  oil  is  held  for 
325s.  on  the  spot.. 

A  correspondent  in  the  North  of  England,  under  date  of 
February  10,  writes  us  as  follows : 

I  hear  on  very  good  authority  that  a  contract  has  just  been 
made  for  the  supply  of  a  good  many  tons  of  cod-fish  to  be  shipped 
to  Norway  from  the  Ea3t  Coast  ports  during  April  and  May. 
This  is  a  very  unusual  circumstance,  and  looks  as  though  the 
Norwegians  anticipated  another  bad  season,  and  what  reports  I 
have  heard  all  point  the  same  way.  At  the  same  time,  holders  of 
cod-liver  oil  in  Norway  are  just  now  pressing  the  sale  of  what 
stock  they  may  have  on  hand — not  making  definite  quotations, 
but  rather  inviting  offers.  This  may  be,  and  probably  is,  because 
they  are  wanting  money,  as  they  are  only  offering  their  oil  to 
large  buyers  who  could  put  the  money  down.  If  a  small  maker 
has  his  money  locked  up  in  oil,  it  is  evident  he  is  at  a  dis- 
advantage when  the  fishing  begins,  so  that  the  prices  they  may 
obtain  just  now  are  hardly  a  fair  index  of  the  real  market-value 
of  the  oil. 

Oil,  Wood. — Small  spot  sales  have  been  made  at  28s.  6d. 
per  cwt. 

Oils,  Essential. — A  firmer  tone  has  characterised  the 
Japanese  Peppermint- nil  market,  business  having  been  done 
in  Kobayashi  brand  on  the  spot  at  6s.  3d.  to  6s  6d.  per  lb., 
and  at  5s.  6d.,  c.i.f.,  for  February-March  shipment.  Outside 
brands  have  also  changed  hands  at  5s.  9d.  to  6s.  on  the 
spot.J  Ame  ican  HGH  is  qu:eh,  at  14s.  Sj.ot.  Citronella. 
oil  is  quiet  and  rather  easier,  at  Is.  per  lb.  on  the  spot  and 
11^.,  c  i.f.,  for  drums.  Business  has  been  done  in  Cassia  oil 
at  2s.  lOd.  per  lb.,  c.i.f.,  for  oil  containing  80  to  85  per  cent, 
cinnamic  aldehyde.  Clove  oil  is  firmly  held  at  5s  3d.  per  lb. 
from  distillers.  Holders  of  Lemongrass  oil  now  ask  3d.  to 
3^d.  per  oz.  for  spot,  and  a  bid  of  l\d.  has  been  refused. 
Business  has  been  done  in  Star  aniseed  oil  at  4s.  5d.  per  lb., 
c.i.f.,  for  some  score  of  cases.  There  seems  to  be  a  move- 
ment on  foot  to  create  more  interest  in  the  article  at  the 
moment. 

Opium. — The  London  market  is  unaltered,  with  sales  of 
about  30  cases  soft  shipping  at  10s.  6d.  per  lb.  There  is  no 
demand  for  Persian.  Private  advices  from  Constantinople 
point  to  a  very  steady  market  there,  and  the  tone  is 
described  as  sensitive.  There  is  also  an  absence  of  firm 
offers,  as  some  of  the  principal  holders  are  holding  their 
stocks  off  the  market. 

Smyrna,  January  30. — In  the  course  of  a  monthly  review  of  the 
Smyrna  market  it  is  stated  that  the  future  of  the  drug  now 
depends  upon  the  sowings  and  how  the  plantations  will  appear 
during  the  spring,  when  there  will  be  no  more  danger  from  frost. 
At  present  it  is  likely  that  prices  will  be  maintained,  but  should 
there  be  no  demand  from  consumers  for  a  long  time,  some  needy 
holders  will  probably  offer  again  at  a  slight  concession.  Trie  sales 
during  the  month  amount  to  230  cases,  comprising  143  for  the 
United  States  and  87  for  England  and  the  Continent.  The 
arrivals  in  Smyrna  to  date  amount  to  1,718  cases,  against  4,570 
cases  at  the  same  time  last  year,  and  in  Constantinople  1,081 
cases,  against  2,659  cases  in  1903.  The  stock  in  first  and  second 
hands  is  now  4,183  cases,  against  5,039  cases  at  the  same  period 
last  year,  and  in  Constantinople  690  cases,  against  1,211  cases. 

Smyrna,  January  29. — The  situation  here  is  unchanged,  every- 
thing depending  upon  the  large  buyers  who  are  holding  aloof 
from  the  marSet  at  present.  Tne  Bales  during  the  week  amount 
to  34  cases  Karahissar  and  Yerli  t.q.  at  the  equivalent  of  from 
8s.  2d.  to  8s.  lOd.  per  lb.,  c.i.f. 

Quinine  has  been  in  rather  better  demand,  some  of  the 
German  makers  having  sold  fair  quantities  at  the  official 
price  of  ll^i.  in  bulk,  and  to-day  they  have  raised  their 
price  to  Is.  In  the  outside  market  business  has  been  done 
at  lUd.  to  llfd.  for  March  delivery,  and  U^d.  to  ll^d.  for 
May,  but  since  the  advacce  in  makers'  price,  sellers  ask  ll\d. 
for  spot,  with  buyers  at  l\\(l. 

The  exports  of  quinine  and  quinine  salts  from  Germany  during 
the  eleven  months  ending  November  were  as  follows : 
1901  1902  1903 

Kilos.     ...  183,000        202,200  172,900 

Rhubarb.— Thirty-one  cases  of  High-dried  descripticn 
have  arrived. 

Sarsaparilla. — The  arrivals  include  25  bales  of  Lima- 
Jamaica.    Mexican  is  quoted  4|d.,  c.i.f. 
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Shellac. — The  spot  market  is  unaltered,  with  small  sales 
of  fair  second  orange  TN  at  210s.  per  cwt ,  and  in  the  better 
grades  a  limited  business  has  been  done  at  previous  rates. 
A  C  Garnet  on  the  spot  is  quoted  195..\,  and,  for  arrival,  175.*.'., 
c.i.f.  In  "  futures  "  a  fair  business  has  been  done  in  TN  at 
dearer  prices,  comprising  chiefly  M^rch  delivery  at  from 
192<  6rl.  to  197s.,  and  May,  187s.  to  190s  These  prices  show 
an  advance  of  5s.  to  7s.  as  compared  with  the  closing  prices 
of  last  week. 

Spices. — At  auction  on  Wednesday  Cochin  Ginger  was  Is. 
to  2s  lower  on  sales  without  reserve ;  fair  washed  rough  sold 
at  27s.,  slightly  wormy  at  27s.  6d.  to  28s ,  and  wormy  brown 
at  23«.  t"  23s.  6d.  Twenty  barrels  of  Jamaica  offered  and 
sold  at  39s.  to  40s.  for  small  and  medium,  bright  at  36s.  6d., 
small  dark  at  35s  ,  and  rough  dark  at  33s  6i.  According  to 
advices,  a  fairly  large  crop  of  Jamaica  giDger  is  anticipated 
this  year,  but  it  is  expected  to  be  of  unusually  poor  quality. 
Pepper  at  auction  was  lower,  357  bags  Alleppy  selling  with- 
out reserve  at  5{d.  to  b^d.,  and  Lampong,  also  without 
reserve,  sold  at  5§d.  Privately,  spot  sellers  of  Singapore  ask 
6£gd.  for  fair.  H  kite  pepper  was  quiet  in  auction,  good  to 
fine  Singapore  being  bought  in  at  \§d.  to  lid.  Fine  large 
red  Japanese  Chillies  were  bought  in  at  50.,\,  damaged 
Nyassaland  sold  at  25s.  to  36s.,  and  fair  Zanzibar  at  43s. 
Fair  E.I.  Capsicum  cherries  sold  without  reserve  at  14s.  6d. 
Cassia  lignea  sold  without  reserve  at  40s.  to  42s.  6d.  for 
broken.  Cinnamon  sold  at  h\d.  to  6\d.  for  quillings,  feather- 
ings, and  broken  quill,  and  2\d.  for  coarse  chips.  Fair 
Zanzibar  Cloves  were  bought  in  at  8|d  for  faip,  fine  bright 
Seychelles  (22)  sold  at  9d.,  and  dark  at  8d.  Privately,  the 
speculative  market  has  been  irregular,  owing  to  "bears" 
having  defaulted,  being  caught  short  on  some  4,000  bales. 

Stavesacre-seed  is  offered  at  30s.  per  cwt.,  spot. 

Sulphur. — There  is  a  scarcity  of  foreign  flowers  on  the 
spot,  which  appears  to  be  due"  to  advancing  prices  in  Sicily. 
Flowers  are  quoted  at  from  61.  Is.  6d.  to  61.  10s.  per  ton,  and 
rolls  at  5s.  less.  In  a  review  of  the  Messina  market  during 
1903,  it  appears  the  U.S.A.  were  the  largest  consumers  of 
Sicilian  brimstone,  their  purchases  amounting  to  155.996  tons, 
against  168  919  tons  in  1902.  France  bought  74.372  tons  in 
1903,  against  67,249  tons  in  1902;  and  Italy  45,572  tons, 
against  45,503  tons.  Strikes  among  the  Sicilian  miners  are 
now  prevalent  owing  to  an  increase  in  the  accident- insurance 
rates,  which  insurance  is  compulsory.  Mine-proprietors  wish 
to  deduct  these  premiums  from  the  wages  or  make  the  Anglo- 
Sicilian  monopoly  pay  them,  and  this  fact  leads  to  dis- 
turbances. As  a  remedy  it  is  suggested  that  an  additional 
expoit-duty  of  1.50  lira  per  ton  be  imposed,  and  if  this 
proposal  should  be  accepted  by  the  Government  the  sterling 
value  of  brimstone  would  be  raised  by  Is.  per  ton  all  round. 

Turmeric. — Bengal  is  quoted  on  the  spot  at  from  9s.  6:1. 
to  10s.  per  cwt ,  according  to  quantity. 

Vanilla. — At  auction  on  Wednesday  about  800  tins, 
chiefly  Seychelles,  were  offered,  and,  with  a  steady  demand, 
the  bulk  sold,  common  and  foxy  being  rather  dearer,  long 
lengths  being  easier,  and  good  barely  steady,  compared 
with  the  previous  prices. 

Wax,  Japanese  Holders  are  firm,  at  74s.  per  cwt.,  spot; 

and  for  January-February  shipment  business  has  been  done 
at  67s.,  c.i.f. 

Wild-cherry  Bark. — New  York  advice;  report  a  strong 
market,  owing  to  scarcity;  4^.,  c.i.f.,  is  quoted,  but  there 
are  sellers  on  the  spot  at  rather  less. 


Cablegrams. 

Smyrna,  February  11: — The  opium-market  remains  un- 
altered, sales  up  to  Wednesday  amounting  to  45  cases  on 
behalf  of  the  United  States. 

Hamburg,  February  11: — Refined  camphor  is  now 
quoted  670m.  per  100  kilos.,  menthol  at  41m.  per  kilo.,  and 
Japanese  peppermint  oil  at  15Jm.  per  kilo.  Japanese  wax  is 
firm  at  143m.  per  100  kilos. 

New  York,  February  11:— Market  here  is  quiet.  Opium 
is  dull  of  sale,  at  $2  92  per  lb.  Refined  camphor  is  higher, 
at  77c.  per  lb.  Golden  seal  (hydrastis)  is  scarce,  at  95c.  for 
autumn-dug  root.  Ergot  is  dull  of  sale,  at  32c. ;  and  cascara 
sagrada  is  active  at  17c.  per  lb.  Dimiana-leaves  are  strong, 
at  9c,  and  mandrake-root  is  easier,  at  8c.  per  lb. 


Heavy  Chemicals. 

A  steady  if  not  particularly  extensive  business  continues  to  be 
transacted  in  the  heavy-chemical  market  on  both  home  and 
export  account  and  prompt  and  forward  delivery. 

Alkali-produce. — In  this  department  a  steady  all-round 
inquiry  exists.  Ammonia  alkali  and  saltcake  are  very  firm  and 
in  good  demand.  Caustic  soda  and  soda  crystals  move  steadily 
at  unchanged  rates.  The  tone  of  bleaching-powder  is,  perhaps,  not 
quite  so  firm,  but  quotations  are  nominally  unaltered.  Chlorates 
of  potash  and  soda  are  rather  on  the  quiet  and  weak  side,  but 
yellow  prussiates  are  steady. 

Alumina-products. — Consumptive  demand  is  fully  an  average 
one,  and  ruling  values  show  no  fluctuation.  Crystal  alum,  lump, 
57.  to  51.  5s.  per  ton ;  lump  in  tierces,  5/.  5s.  to  51.  10s.  per  ton ; 
and  ground  in  bags,  5?.  lCs.  to  5/.  15s.  per  ton.  Sulphate  of 
alumina,  ordinary  strength,  purest  qualities  and  practically  free 
of  iron,  47.  5s.  to  47.  15s.  per  ton  in  large  casks,  with  customary 
allowances  for  bags  and  loose  slabs.  Aluminoferric,  50s.  to  60s. 
per  ton.  Aluminous  cake,  50s.  to  55s.  per  ton,  according  to  con- 
dition and  package.  Hydrate  of  alumina,  purest  quality  and 
high  strength,  AUO0,  127.  to  127.  10s.  per  ton  in  large  casks. 
Hydrate  of  alumina,  special  pulp,  dried,  and  in  lump,  37s.  6(7.  to 
38s.  per  cwt.  ;  gronnd,  38s.  to  39.  per  cwt.  Aluminate  of  soda, 
high  strength  ALO,-,  35s.  to  37s.  6(7.  per  cwt ,  according  to 
quantity  and  package ;  second  quality,  12s.  to  13s.  per  cwt. 
Carbonate  of  alumina,  35s.  to  37s.  6(7.  per  cwt.  Chloride  of 
alumina  solution,  13s.  to  14s.  6(7.  par  cwt.  in  barrels. 

Liverpool  Drug=market. 

Liverpool,  February  10. 

Acid.  Tartaric — A  distinctly  firmer  tone  prevails  for  foreign, 
and  makers  will  probably  advance  their  price  very  shortly.  They 
will  still  sell  at  Is.  1(7.  per  lb.  for  early  delivery. 

Calabar  Beans. —  Small  sales  have  been  made  at  6(7.  per  lb. 
The  s.s.  Angola  has  arrived  with  104  packages  from  the  West 
Coast  of  Africa. 

Canary-seed. — There  is  a  steady  market  for  Turkish  on  the 
spot,  with  rather  more  business  doing,  and  the  sales  reported 
amount  to  200  bags,  at  60s.  per  464  lbs. 

Castor  Oil.  -There  is  more  inclination  shown  to  operate  in 
Calcutta,  and  the  quotations  for  good  seconds  on  the  spot  are 
steadily  maintained  at  1\d.  to  2^(7.,  and  to  arrive  at  2;'t(7.  per  lb. 
for  February-March  shipment.  All  the  near-at  hand  oil  in  the 
s.s.  Historian  has  been  cleared  at  this  figure.  Other  descriptions 
on  the  spot  are  not  much  asked  after,  and  values  of  French  are 
repeated  at  2^(7.  for  second-pressure,  and  at  2§f7.  per  lb.  for  first- 
pressure. 

Chillies  (Sierra  Leone). — Further  sales  have  taken  place  at 
39s.  to  40s.  per  cwt. 

Sulphate  op  Copper. — Owing  to  some  Italian  re  sales,  prices 
are  temporarily  easier  ;  217.  7s.  6(7.  would  probably  be  accepted 
for  March  delivery.  It  is  expected  that  it  will  advance  again 
very  shortly. 

Turpentine  continues  very  firm  at  47s.  6(7.  per  cwt. 

Wax,  Bees'.— Further  small  sales  of  Peruvian  have  taken 
place  at  77.  5s.  per  cwt.  Reports  from  abroad  indicate  that 
shipments  are  likely  to  be  very  light  during  the  next  couple  of 
months. 

Wax,  Carnauba. — A  further  arrival  has  taken  place,  and  recent 
high  prices  are  likely  to  be  maintained. 

German  Drug-market. 

Hamburg,  Februarg  9. 

The  drug-business  in  general  is  quiet,  but  a  sudden  brisk 
demand  for  Japanese  articles  has  set  in  owing  to  the  Russo- 
Japanese  war. 

Agar-agar  is  firm,  at  310m.  for  current  up  to  325m.  for 
prime. 

Antimony  is  firm,  at  23£m.  per  100  kilos. 

Camphor. — Refined  is  firm,  holders  asking  660m.  to  670m.  per 
100  kilos. 

Carnauba  Wax  is  tending  firmer,  with  a  strong  demand  at 
from  220m.  to  240m.  per  100  kilos. 

Golden  Seal  is  excited ;  present  quotation  is  800m.  par 
100  kilos. 

Japan  Wax  is  rising,  spot  being  quoted  148m.  per  100  kilos. 

Ipecacuanha  shows  better  dem:  aid,  especially  Cartagena,  which 
is  scarce  at  lOfm. ;  Rio  is  quoted  lljm.  per  kilo. 

Lycopodium  is  very  firm,  at  540m.  per  100  kilos. 

Menthol  is  firm,  at  41m.  per  kilo,  on  the  spot. 

Senega  is  firm,  Western  being  quoted  730m.  per  100  kilos. 

Sugar  of  Milk  is  scarce,  at  115m.  to  120m.  per  100  kilos. 

Oils  (Fixed).— Cod-liver  is  unchanged.  Castor  i-s  steady,  but 
little  doing.  Japan  fish  oil  is  very  firm  at  2ira.  per  100  kilos. 
Linseed  is  advancing,  rape  is  quiet,  and  Chinese  wood  oil  is  firm, 
with  little  offering. 
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American  Drug- market. 

New  York,  February  2. 

Business  shows  signs  of  improvement,  and  the  movement  into 
consuming  channels  is  steady  and  of  good  volume.  The  market 
generally  has  a  more  animated  tone. 

Aloes. — Cura^'oa  is  exciting  some  interest  owing  to  the  reports 
concerning  the  new  crop.  Contracts  have  been  made  at  2Ac.  for 
new,  but  a  firmer  feeling  is  evident,  owing  to  temporary  scarcity. 

Balsam  Copaiba.— Prime  Central  American  is  offered  at  33c, 
and  Para  at  38c.    Demand  is  of  a  jobbiDg  order. 

Beeswax. —  Supplies  are  light,  but  29c.  will  buy  ordinary  yellow 
wax. 

Caenauba  Wax  is  higher  owing  to  extreme  scarcity  of  some 
grades.  Supplies  on  the  spot  are  depleted  and  values  likely  to  go 
higher.  For  No.  1  grade  24c.  is  asked,  and  23c.  for  the  cheat,  e: 
grades. 

Camphoe  continues  <o  move  upward,  and  73c.  is  now  the  inside 
quotation,  with  dealers  offering  sparingly. 

Cascaba  Sagbada  is  firmer,  and  17^.  is  an  inside  figure  for 
new  bark  with  up  to  27c.  asked  for  old.    The  tone  is  very  firm. 

Cubeb-beeeies  are  plentiful,  and  competition  is  depressing 
prices  ;  75C.  will  buy  on  the  spot. 

Cod-liveb  Oil. — The  recent  fire  in  Aalesund  excited  the 
market,  and  prices  took  an  upward  move.  Coupled  with  the 
adverse  reports  regarding  the  new  crop,  dealers  generally  withdraw 
quotations.  The  market  is  still  unsettled,  but  holders  ask  $5  per 
barrel  higher,  $105  to  .$110  being  wanted  for  ordinary  brands  of 
Norwegian. 

Damiana-leaves  are  quiet,  but  firm,  at  8c.  to  10c. 

Golden  Seal  is  higher  on  account  of  spot  scarcity  and  diffi- 
culties in  transportation ;  76c.  is  an  inside  figure  on  the  spot, 
with  up  to  80c.  asked. 

Ipecac— Cartagena  has  sold  up  to  $1.17,  and  $1.20  is  now 
asked.    Bio  is  firmer,  at  $1.25. 

Menthol  has  sold  in  a  small  way  at  $5,  but  $5.10  is  the 
general  quotation.    The  market  is  depressed. 

Peppebmint  Oil. -Supplies  are  plentiful,  but  the  market  has 
a  firmer  tone  owing  to  concentration.  For  spot  goods  $2.70  is 
asked. 

Opium  is  easy,  with  $2.92J  quoted  for  case  lots. 

Quinine  has  declined  to  22c.  in  sympathy  with  the  bark.  A 
good  demand  is  evident. 

Santonin  has  advanced  to  $7.50  in  sympathy  with  the  raw 
material  and  scarcity. 

Senega-boot  can  be  bought  at  74c.  for  Western. 

Saesapabilla. — Mexican  is  in  poor  demand,  and  the  market  is 
easy  and  nominal  at  85C 

Sassafeas-baek  is  easy  at  7Ac.  to  9c.    Demand  is  poor. 

Manufacturer  and  Producer. 

"  We  understand,"  says  the  "Ceylon  Observer,"  "  that  it  is 
felt  locally  that  there  would  be  a  decided  advantage  in  getting 
rubber  sent  to  the  manufacturer  direct.  This  is  the  intention  in 
one  case,  when  the  estate  in  question  comes  into  bearing.  The 
manufacturer  is  equally  anxious  on  his  side  to  go  direct  to  the 
producer,  as  is  to  be  learnt  in  England  to-day." 

Cod-liver  Oil. 

In  their  January  circular  on  cod- liver  oil,  Messrs.  Heinr.  Meyer 
&  Co.,  of  Christiania,  call  attention  to  the  fact  tint  the  exports 
of  what  purported  to  be  steam  refined  cod-liver  oil  from  Norway 
last  year  more  than  doubled  the  quantity  produced  by  the 
refiners.  The  export-lists  give  the  figures  as  follows:  From 
Aaletund,  3,'67  barrels  ;  from  Bergen,  2,362  barrels  ;  from  Chris- 
tiana, 793  barrels  ,  and  from  Troms0,  423  birrels  ;  making  a  total 
of  6,845  barrels.  Considering  that  the  1902  stock  was  practically 
exhausted  before  the  season  commenced,  the  explanation  is  that 
the  above  figures  must  include  a  considerable  quantity  of  other 
kinds  of  fish-oil.  In  the  district  of  Siiadmure  alone  about  a 
thousand  barrels  of  lipg-oil  were  produced,  and,  moreover,  the 
figures  are  also  swollen  with  the  exports  of  Newfoundland  oil 
refined  in  Norway.  Although  the  new  fishing  in  the  Lofotens  is 
not  yet  in  full  swing,  the  result  of  a  trial  catch  shows  that  the 
liver  is  of  good  quality.  It  is  hoped,  therefore,  the  cod-liver-oil 
industry  will  be  carried  on  under  more  normal  condi  ions  this 
year. 

German  Commercial  Conditions. 

The  American  Consul-General  at  Frankfort,  in  his  latest 
report,  says :  Notwithstanding  optimistic  expressions  frequently 
appearing  in  the  Press  and  stock-market  reports,  the  condition  of 
business  and  labour  in  Germany  is  by  no  means  reassuring  or 
satisfactory.  From  all  branches  of  industry  loud  complaints  are 
heard  of  the  unprofitableness  of  business,  owing  to  acute  compe- 
tition. In  every  line  efforts  are  beiog  made  to  reduce  the  cost  of 
production,  which  is  often  done  by  reducing  wages.  Professor 
Sombart,  the  well  known  economic  expert,  has  of  late  conducted 
investigaiioDB  as  to  the  cause  and  effect  of  the  economic  crisis  in 
Germany.    In  his  opinion  the  near  future  will  develop  "  lower 


prices  for  manufactured  articles  and  less  demand  for  goods." 
He  raises  a  warning  voice  against  optimistic  expectations,  for 
he  predicts  hard  times  coming  for  Germany's  economic  life. 

Arrivals. 

The  following  drugs,  chemicals,  &c,  have  arrived  at  tha 
principal  ports  of  the  United  Kingdom  from  January  27  to 
February  2,  inclusive:  Acetanilide  (@  Amsterdam),  10;  acid, 
carbolic  (@  Rotterdam^,  60 ;  acid,  citric  (@  Brussels)  4,  (<2> 
Messina)  16 ;  acid,  lactic  (@  Hamburg),  10 ;  acid,  oxalic  (@ 
Rotterdam),  10;  acid,  phosphoric  (@  Amsterdam),  12;  acid, 
sulphuric  (@  Amsterdam),  24  cs.;  albumen  (@  Boulogne1,  18; 
aloes  (@  Cape  Town),  50  cs. ;  argol  (@  Cape  Town),  5  ;  arsenic 
(@  Melbourne),  100  ;  buchu  (@  Cape  Town),  25  ;  chamomiles  (@ 
Ghent),  11;  chloral  hydrate  (@  Rotterdam),  10;  cinchona  (@ 
Mollendo)  381,  (@  Amsterdam)  27,  (@  Bombay)  48;  citrate  of 
lime  (@  Messina),  187;  coca-leaves  (@  Colombo),  6;  coriander- 
seed  (@  Bombay),  22;  dill-seed  (@  Bombay),  300;  drugs  (@ 
Marseilles),  10;  fenugreek-seed  (@  Beyrout),  172;  ginger  (@ 
Jamaica),  94;  glycerin  (@  Hamburg),  46  pkgs.;  gam  arabic 
(@  Bombay),  49  bgs.  80  cs. ;  gum,  unenumerated  (@  Alexandria) 
42,  (@  Suez)  81 ;  honey  (@  Portland  1,  15;  iodine  (@  Tocopilla), 
130  brls  ;  lime-juice  (@  Dominica),  1C4  pkgs.;  myrrh  ((©Ham- 
burg), 49  ;  oil,  castor  (@  Marseilles',  26  cs.  117  brls. ;  oil,  cod- 
liver  (@  Bergen1,  10;  oil,  eucalyptus  (@  Melbourne)  19,  (@ 
Bremen)  79  ;  oil,  myrbane  (@  Antwerp),  8  ;  oil,  rose  (@  Bombay), 
10  pots;  oils,  essential  (@  Messina)  124,  (@  New  York)  62  cs., 
(®  Hamburg)  45  cs. ;  olibanum  ('&  Bombay),  345;  opium  (@ 
Salonica)  47,  (@  Consple.)22;  orris  (@  Leghorn),  27;  pot.  carb. 
(@  Troport)  11,  (@  Hamburg)  10;  pot.  chlor.  (@  Gothenburg)  60, 
(@  Havre)  20  ;  pot.  cyanide  (@  Hamburg),  30  ;  pot.  permang.  (@ 
Hamburg,  53;  pot.  pruss.  (@  Tre'port),  10;  quicksilver  (@ 
Malaga),  10  ;  saccharin  (@  Antwerp  ,  23 ;  saffron  (@  Valencia), 
1;  sal  ammoniac  (@  Amsterdam),  4L  ;  sarsaparilla  (@  New  York), 
73;  senna  (@  Alexandria)  30,  (@  Bombay)  43;  soda  bicarb.  (@ 
Rotterdam!,  12;  soda  chlorate  (@  Gothenburg),  60;  sugar  of 
lead  (@  Stettin)  33,  (@  Rotterdam),  6;  sulphur  ((&  Catania),  150; 
tamarinds  (®  Calcutta),  20;  tartar  i@  Rotterdam),  58;  tonka- 
beans  (@  New  York),  25;  tragacanth  (@  Consple.)  35  cs.,  (@ 
Bombay)  170  ;  wax,  bees'  (@  Calcutta)  20,  34  in  tr. 


Cape  Pharmacy  Board. 

{By  Cablegram  from  our  Correspondent.) 

Cape  Town,  February  11. 
The  newly  elected  and  re-elected  members  of  the  Pharmacy 
Board  for  Cape  Colony  met  here  this  morning,  the  first  busi- 
ness being  the  election  of  a  president  for  the  ensuing  three 
years  All  the  members  were  present  except  M  •.  W.  K. 
Mager,  of  Queenstown,  and  Mr.  J.  A.  Mathew,  who  occupied 
the  presidential  chair  during  the  past  three  yea-s.  On  a  vote 
beiog  taken,  it  was  found  that  four  members  had  cast  for  Mr. 
A.  Walsh,  and  one  for  Mr.  Mathew.  Mr.  Walsh  was  ac:ord- 
ingly  elected. 

Mr.  Mathew  is  the  principal  of  Messrs.  Heynes,  Mathew  & 
Co.,  and  is  regarded  as  the  father  of  the  drug-trade  in  South 
Africa.  He  is  a  pharmaceutical  chemi-st  of  Great  Britain, 
having  as  a  young  man  come  to  London  before  the  1833  Act 
to  qualify.  He  has  been  a  Government  member  of  the 
Pharmacy  Board  since  it  was  instituted  a  dozen  years  ago. 
Mr.  A.  Walsh,  the  new  President,  ii  the  resident  director  of 
Messrs.  Lennon  (Lim.)  at  Port  Elizabeth,  and,  in  addition  to 
having  an  all-round  knowledge  of  pharmacy  and  the  drug- 
trade,  he  is  particularly  well  up  in  the  intricacies  of  South 
African  Excise  matters. 


A  New  Rabbit-exteeminatoe.— A  machine  has  been  invented 
to  exterminate  rabbits,  says  the  agricultural  writer  on  a  London 
daily,  which  id  placed  just  beneath  the  soil  at  the  opening  of  the 
burrow  or  in  track.  In  passing  over  this  the  rabbit  releases 
a  bpring  and  receives  a  jet  of  water  in  which  a  quantity  oi 
strychnine  and  glycerin  has  been  dissolved.  Disliking  a  wet  fur, 
the  rabbit  licks  off  the  mixture  and  is  poisoned. 

Impebial  Teade-mabks— At  a  meeting  of  chartered  patent- 
agents,  on  February  10,  Mr.  G.  B.  Ellis  read  a  paper,  in  the  course 
of  which  he  pointed  out  that  at  the  present  time  a  firm  his  to 
register  its  trade-mark  in  about  thirty  different  places  in  the 
Colonies,  in  addition  to  Great  Britam,  if  the  a  Ivan  Sages  are  to 
hold  good  throughout  the  Empire.  This  entads  a  great  deal  at 
expense  on  manufacturers  and  merchants  not  only  in  registration, 
but  also  in  renewal-fees.  Mr.  Ellis  suggested  the  advantage  or 
having  an  Imperial  trade  mark  which  would  cover  the  dominions 
of  the  King. 
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Synthetic  Campbor. 

By  M.  0.  Fqrsted,  Ph.D.,  D.Sc. 


ALTHOUGH  nearly  a  year  has  elapsed  since  chemists 
learned  that  a  process  had  been  devised  by  which 
camphor  may  be  prepared  on  a  commercial  scale  from  tur- 
pentine, specimens  of  the  product  do  not  appear  to  have 
reached  the  London  market.  Inquiry  of  leading  brokers 
has  elicited  the  fact  that  in  this  quarter  "  artificial  camphor  " 
still  suggests  the  pungent,  volatile  substance  of  camphor- 
like consistency  obtained  by  Klein  in  1803  from  turpentine 
and  hydrogen  chloride.  Nevertheless,  the  Ampere  Electro- 
Chemical  Company  have  constructed  at  Port  Chester,  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  New  York,  a  plant  by  which  turpentine 
may  be  transformed  into  camphor  to  the  extent  of  nearly 
30  per  cent.  The  process  has  been  patented  (D.E-P.  134,553), 
and  may  be  pursued  with  large  quantities  of  material;  but  no 
nformation  has  been  given  as  to  the  cost  of  production,  and 


Fig  1. — Synthetic-camphor  Plant. 
Two  sets  of  reaction-tanks  and  stills. 

it  is  therefore  impossible  to  forecast  the  effect  it  is  likely  to 
produce  on  the  price  of  the  natural  drug.  Supposing  the 
method  to  be  capable  of  yielding  camphor  at  a  competitive 
figure,  the  present  opportunity  to  enter  the  market  would  be 
a  favourable  one,  as  although  the  price  of  pressed  Formosa 
camphor  has  fallen  gradually  since  April,  1900,  when  the 
monopoly  commenced  selling  at  195s.  per  cwt.,  until  March, 
1903,  the  quotation  then  being  167*.  6d.,  the  value  since 
June  has  been  quite  nominal,  the  monopoly  not  having 
offered  or  quoted  for  any  position. 

Before  discussing  the  chemical  aspect  of  the  new  process, 
the  following  description  of  the  actual  operations  may  be 
found  of  interest : 

Quantities  of  turpentine  weighing  about  one  ton  are  heated 
with  anhydrous  oxalic  acid  at  120-130°  C,  by  means  of  super- 
heated steam  in  the  jacketed  vessels  represented  in  fig.  1 ; 
the  product  is  then  transferred  to  the  neighbouring  stills, 
where  it  is  mixed  with  alkali  and  subjected  to  a  current  of 
live  steam.  The  distillate  is  an  oil  containing  camphor  and 
borneol  in  solution,  these  being  separated  together  by  frac- 
tional steam-distillation,  and  drained  from  liquid  associates 


in  the  filter-press.  The  crude  mixture  of  camphor  tnd 
borneol  is  then  placed  in  an  oxidising-tank  containing 
chromic-acid  mixture,  which  oxidises  the  borneol  to  camphor 
this  being  sepirated  from  the  spent  liquor  in  a  centrifugal 
machine.  The  product,  now  stained  brown  by  the  oxidisicg- 
liquid,  is  passed  into  a  capacious  sublimer,  where,  by  means 
of  dry  steam,  it  is  first  freed  from  water,  and  then  vola- 
tilised ;  a  current  of  air  during  the  latter  process  carries  the 
vapour  into  paper-lined  barrels,  where  it  condenses  in  the 
form  of  snow-white  crystals.  The  whole  series  of  operations 
occupies  fifteen  hours,  and  fig.  2  represents  a  combined 


Fig.  2.— Cc 


MBINED  HeACTION-TANK,  STILL,  AND  CONDENSER, 

fob  Production  op  Camphor. 


'  reaction-tank,  still,  and  condenser  for  producing  camphor  irv 
the  laboratory. 

The  chemistry  of  the  process  is  as  follows  :  The  CJ0H1(I 
hydrocarbon,  pinene,  which  forms  the  principal  constituent 
of  turpentine  oil,  is  converted  by  the  anhydrous  oxalic  acid 
into  the  half-bornyl  ester  of  the  latter,  Ci0H„O  CO-COH 

,  which  is  solid  at  the  ordinary  temperature,  and  boiis  at 
157-160°  C.  under  630  mm.  pressure ;  this  compound,  re- 

I  ferred  to  by  the  patentees  as  pinyl  oxalate,  is,  strictly 

I  speaking,  bornyl  hydrogen  oxalate.  Simultaneously  with 
this  reaction,  a  portion  or  the  oxalic  acid  behaves  as  it  does 

i  when  heated  with  glycerin,  and  yields  formic  acid, 
which  converts  some  of  the  pinene  into  bornyl  formate, 
C1(JH,7OCH  :  O,  inaptly  called  pinyl  formate  in  the  patent; 
this  ester  is  a  colourless,  oily  liquid,  which  boils  and  decom- 
poses at  160-163°  C.  under  683  mm.  pressure.  When  heated 
with  alkalies,  bornyl  hydrogen  oxalate  loses  carbon  monoxide 
and  water,  yielding  camphcr — 

CJ2H1604  =  C10H1<;0  +  2CO  +  H30  ; 

whilst  bornyl  formate  loses  carbon  monoxide  alone,  furnish- 
ing borneol — 

CnHIS0;  =  0,^0  + CO. 

The  oily  by-products  consist  of  certain  terpenes,  associated 
with  various  oxalic  and  formic  esters  uf  terpenoid  alcohols. 
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The  novel  feature  of  this  transformation  lies  in  the 
behaviour  of  the  bornyl  hydrogen  oxalate.  Cases  are  already 
known  of  bornyl  esters  being  obtained  from  pinene  by  the 
action  of  acids  ;  the  picrate,  for  example,  produced  on  boil- 
ing turpentine  with  picric  acid,  yielding  borneol  when 
saponified  (Tilden  and  Forster,  "  Trans.  Chem.  Soc,"  1893, 
63,  1388)  ;  trichloracetic  acid  also,  when  mixed  with  pinene 
(two  parts),  gives  rise  to  Z-bornyl  trichloracetate  (Reychler), 
whilst  the  formation  of  pinene  hydrochloride  when  dry 
hydrogen  chloride  is  passed  into  the  hydrocarbon — itself  one 
of  the  oldest  observations  in  connection  with  turpentine — is 
an  instance  of  this  principle,  because  pinene  hydrochloride, 
which  yields  the  hydrocarbon  camphene  when  deprived  of 
the  elements  of  hydrogen  chloride,  is,  chemically  speaking, 
the  bornyl  ester  of  hydrochloric  acid.  But  the  direct  pro- 
duction of  camphor  from  an  ethereal  salt  of  borneol  is  a 
nappy  accident,  and  the  discoverers  are  to  be  congratulated 
on  its  recognition.  It  is  perhaps  permissible  to  suggest  that 
their  manufactured  product  should  be  christened  "  synthetic 
camphor,"  in  order  to  distinguish  it  from  pinene  hydro- 
chloride, which  has  been  known  for  a  century  as  "artificial 
camphor."  The  latter  material  is  absolutely  valueless  as  a 
camphor-substitute,  I  whereas  no  objection  could  be  raised  to 
the  consumption  of  "  synthetic  camphor"  in  all  the  ordinary 
applications  of  the  Japanese  product. 

In  concluding  these  remarks  on  experiments  which  appear 
to  have  solved  one  of  the  most  interesting  problems  in 
terpene  chemistry — namely,  the  production  of  camphor  on  a 
commercial  scale  from  the  comparatively  low-priced  tur- 
pentine— attention  may  well  be  drawn  to  a  point  of  some 
sentimental  interest.  Within  a  year  of  the  result  just 
described,  there  has  been  added  the  keystone  to  an  arch  by 
which  the  gulf  between  camphor  and  its  constituent  elements 
may  be  bridged.  Although  a  wide  consensus  of  opinion  has 
accepted  for  some  years  the  justice  of  [Bredt's  formula  for 
camphor — 

CH,  CH  CH2 

I 

C(CH5)2 
I 

CH3  C(CH3)— CO 

— the  synthesis  of  this  fascinaticg^ketone  from  its  elements 
remained  incomplete  until  December.  The  French  chemist 
Haller  had  shown  how  camphor  may  be  obtained  from 
camphoric  acid  ("  Compt.  Rend.,"  1896,  122,  446),  and  at  the 
close  of  last  year  Komppa,  of  the  HelsiDgfors  Polytechnic, 
following  up  his  synthesis  of  apocamphoric  acid  from  ethyl 
oxalate  and  /3/3-dimethylglutaric  acid  ("  Berichte,"  1901,  34, 
2472),  transformed  the  diketoapocamphoric  ester  produced 
in  that  investigation,  into  racemic  camphoric  acid  ("Berichte," 
1903,'  36,  4332),  thusjjachieving  the  complete  synthesis  of 
camphor. 


Of  Many  Uses. — The  babool-tree,  which  is  the  Indian  variety 
of  the  gum  arabic  tree,  possesses  scarcely  a  single  part  which 
does  not  serve  some  economic  use.  The  gum  which  exudes  from 
its  bavk  serves  the  purpose  of  calico-printers,  and  when  pure  is 
used  as  a  substitute  for  real  gum  arabic.  The  tender  leaves, 
beaten-into  a  pulp,  are  administered  medicinally  as  an  astringent, 
the  bark  being  similarly  employed.  The  fine  powder  o£  the 
latter,  mixed  with  gingelly  oil,  is  given  externally  in  cancerous 
affections.  It  is  also  used  for  tanning,  giving  a  buff  tinge  to 
leather,  and  is  added  to  arrack  duriDg  manufacture  to  modify  the 
quality  of  the  liquor.  A  decoction  of  it,  as  well  as  of  the  pods, 
makes  a  very  good  native  soap.  From  the  bark  of  the  tender 
twigs  a  coarse  fibre  is  extracted  that  does  well  for  ropes  and  rough 
paper,  in  the  manufacture  of  which  it  is  successfully  employed  in 
the  Punjab.  In  Bengal  the  young  fresh  twigs  are  converted  into 
tooth-powder.  The  young  thorny  twigs  serve  for  fences  ;  while 
the  leaves,  seeds,  and  green  pods  are  of  great  value  in  hot  seasons 
as  food  for  cattle  when  other  fodders  fail.  The  green  pods  yield  a 
fairly  good  ink  as  well  as  a  dye. 


Soutb  Hfrlcan  mews. 

(From  our  own  Correspondents.) 


Note.— The  Chemist  and  Druggist  is  regularly  supplied  by 
order  to  all  the  members  of  all  the  Pharmaceutical  Societies  in 
British  South  Africa,  viz. : 

South  African  Pharmaceutical  Association. 
Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Cape  Colony. 
Natal  Pharmaceutical  Society. 
Transvaal  Pharmaceutical  Society. 
Rhodesia  Pharmaceutical  Society. 
Northern  District  Chemists'  Association. 
Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Orange  River  Colony. 


Transvaal. 

A  Window  Fire. — On  Monday  evening,  January  11,  Mr. 
Samuel  Hooey,  L. P.S.I. ,  Volksrust,  was  lighting  the  incan- 
descent (naphtha)  lamps  in  his  windows  when  he  let  some 
of  the  spirit  drop  on  to  the  window-dressing,  which  im- 
mediately caught  fire.  He  threw  water  on  to  the  flames, 
but  almost  ten  minutes  had  elapsed  before  the  flames  were 
subdued.  The  heat  broke  the  plate-glass  window,  which 
was  quite  new,  and  the  total  damage  will  amount  to  about 
100Z. 

A  Welsh  Chemist  as  Mayor. — Our  Johannesburg  cor- 
respondent writes : 

I  was  driving  through  Boksburg  a  few  days  ago,  when  I  remem- 
bered that  the  first  citizen  of  that  town,  Mr.  Benjamin  Owen 
Jones,  is  a  chemist  and  druggist,  so  I  decided  to  call  on  him  at 
his  lovely  residence,  Llanidlos.  To  all  old  druggists  in  the 
Transvaal  Mr.  Jones  is  a  landmark;  but  to  some  in  the  neigh- 
bouring Colonies  and  at  home  his  name  is  not  so  familiar,  there- 
fore a  short  description  of 


his  career  may  not  be  out 
of  place,  and  it  will  per- 
haps show  that  there  are 
still  opportunities  for 
energetic  chemists'  assis- 
tants in  the  Transvaal. 

He  was  born  at  Llan- 
idlos, Montgomeryshire, 
and  served  his  apprentice- 
ship with  Mr.  Ed.  Owen, 
Newtown,  North  Wales. 
He  was  afterwards  an 
assistant  with  Mr.  Charles, 
Brecon,  then  went  to  the 
Westminster  College  of 
Pharmacy  and  qualified 
on  October  23,  1885.  He 
served  five  years  as  an 
assistant  with  Lamplough 
in  Holborn.  The  first 
Rand  gold  boom  was  at 
its  height  when  he  joined 


Messrs.  Crow  &  Co.,  at         Mr.  Benjamin  Owen  Jones. 
Pretoria.    One  year  later 

he  opened  a  chemist's  store  in  Boksburg,  which  he  latterly  took 
over  for  himself  and  floated  it  six  years  ago  in  London  as  B.  Owen 
Jones  (Limited)  with  large  capital  and  branches  at  Benoni, 
Springs,  Knights,  New  Comet,  and  Standerton.  The  last  was 
opened  by  him  when  serving  with  the  troops,  just  after  Buller's 
legions  had  occupied  that  town,  and  it  became  a  most  lucrative 
investment.  His  office  in  South  Africa  is  at  Boksburg,  and  in 
London  at  6  Old  Jewry. 

Boksburg  is  the  centre  of  the  first  coalfields  in  the  Transvaal, 
and  adjacent  to  the  Bast  Rand  Proprietary  group  of  gold-mines, 
of  which  Sir  George  Farrar  is  the  moving  spirit.  The  Goerz, 
Neuman,  and  Albu  groups  are  also  convenient  to  Mr.  Jones's 
delivery-waggons.  He  is  the  President  of  Boksburg  and  District 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  having  held  that  position  since  its  incep- 
tion eight  years  ago.  The  High  Commissioner,  Lord  Blilner,  was 
entertained  to  a  public  luncheon  in  Boksburg  last  year.  The 
loyal  toast  having  been  honoured,  Mr.  Jones  was  called  upon  to 
give  the  health  of  the  King's  representative,  which  he  did  in  a 
well-conceived  speech.  He  told  Lord  Milner  in  a  plain,  straight, 
and  dignified  manner,  of  the  failings  of  Crown  Colony  government 
in  the  town.  His  Excellency  complimented  him  on  being  exact, 
and  promised  the  inhabitants  municipal  government  at  once,  to 
the  delight  of  everyone.  The  Town  Council  is  now  an  accom- 
plished fact.  Mr.  Jones  was  at  the  top  of  the  poll  last  month 
(December,  1903),  and  was  unanimously  elected  Mayor.  He  is  a 
broad-minded  man  and  works  hard  for  the  public  good.  Boksburg 
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folk  are  rather  fond  of  sending  deputations  to  the  Government, 
and  it  would  appear  these  are  incomplete  without  Mr.  B.  Osven 
Jones.  He  has  been  on  the  committee  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  of  the  Transvaal  for  several  years,  although  I  cannot  say 
he  has  done  any  work  there  commensurate  with  what  I  expected 
of  him.  I  hear  of  him  frequently  entertaining  Legislative  Coun- 
cillors and  mining  magnates  at  Llanidlos.  I  am  sure  a  word  to 
them  would  hurry  up  our  new  Pharmacy  Law  more  than  we 
ordinary  chemists  could  ever  do.  There  are  many  young  assis- 
tants on  the  Band  waiting  for  an  examination  to  be  held.  Being 
unqualified,  they  cannot  get  the  salary  they  deserve.  I  have 
spoken  to  Mr.  Jones  on  several  occasions  about  this,  when  he 
always  had  some  excuse  about  "  being  too  far  from  Johannes- 
burg." He  has  now  promised  me  to  go  into  the  matter  thoroughly 
and  immediately. 

Rhodesia. 

Dr.  Hunt  was  a  Visitor  at  Filabusi  during  Christmas 
week,  and  he  joined  in  the  good  things  dispensed  at  the 
store  of  Messrs.  Meikle  Brothers.  Replying  to  the  toast  of  his 
health,  the  doctor  said  he  was  sorry  he  could  not  attend  the 
sports  held  during  the  afternoon.  The  fact  was  he  had  had 
a  very  bad  headache.  He  had  tried  several  remedies,  but 
without  success,  and  at  last  resorted  to  Dr.  William's  pink 
pills,  and  was  glad  to  say  that  he  had  felt  well  ever  since. 
The  "  Bulawayo  Chronicle  "  took  the  doctor  seriously  ! 

Orange  River  Colony. 

Messrs.  Lennox  (Limited)  are  opening  a  new  branch 
shop  in  the  Railway  Camp,  Bloemfontein. 

Bloemfontein  is  in  Mourning  to-day.  The  spruit,  or 
small  stream,  from  which  it  derives  its  name  overflowed  its 
banks  on  January  17,  and  for  a  time  resembled  a  stormy  sea. 
Houses,  horses,  cattle,  &c,  were  all  washed  away  and 
drowned,  and  it  is  feared  a  number  of  lives  have  been  lost. 
All  the  chemists'  shops  are  in  the  higher  part  of  the  city, 
and  so  escaped  damage. 

A  Serious  Accident  happened  in  the  second  week  of 
January  to  Dr.  Targett  Adams,  the  Government  analyst. 
He  was  boiling  a  sample  of  soil  with  hydrochloric  acid  in  a 
glass  retort  when  the  retort  exploded.  He  was  very  much 
cut  about  the  face  by  the  broken  glass,  especially  about  the 
eyes  :  one  eye  is  badly  injured,  but  it  is  thought  the  sight  of 
the  other  eye  may  be  saved.  Dr.  Adams  is  a  son  of  Dr. 
M.  A.  Adams,  the  well-known  Kent  public  analyst,  and  is  a 
Guy's  man.  He  is  a  M.R  C.S.Eng.,  L.S.A.,  D.P.H.,  F.C.S., 
and  a  member  of  the  Society  of  Public  Analysts.  He  was 
formerly  assistant  port  health  officer  at  Bombay,  and  was 
attached  to  the  Medical  Department  of  the  G.P.O.,  London. 

Pharmacy  Act.— The  draft  Medical  and  Pharmacy  Act 
was  read  a  third  time  and  passed  on  Friday,  January  18 
The  following  is  a  newspaper  report  of  the  proceedings  : 

The  Attorney-General's  measure  having  passed  its  second  read- 
ing, the  Council  looked  blankly  at  Dr.  Pratt- Yule,  whom  it  saw 
approaching  the  table  in  his  capacity  of  extraordinary  adviser  on 
the  Medical  and  Pharmacy  Ordinance.  The  dismal,  dilatory 
passage  of  this  measure  through  a  series  of  stifling  afternoons 
flashed  back  upon  the  recollections  of  hon.  members,  who  resigned 
themselves  for  a  last  instalment  of  torture.  The  doctor  had  in 
his  hand  a  schedule  of  alterations,  consisting  mostly  of  the  names 
of  patent  medicines  containing  poison,  which  general  dealers  were 
to  be  warned  not  to  sell  without  special  licence.  This  list  pro- 
voked the  sole  gleam  of  merriment  that  brightened  the  afternoon. 
A  sardonic  smile  broke  over  all  faces  as  it  was  discovered  how 
many  varieties  of  poison  a  simple  public  has  been  swallowing 
under  the  illusion  of  innocuous  remedies.  "  Borst  droppels," 
"  Entress  droppels,"  "  Ayer's  cherry  pectoral,"  "  Fellows's  hypo- 
phosphites,"  "  Easton's  Byrup,"  and,  to  crown  the  merriment, 
"  Chamberlain's  remedy "  were  found  classed  in  the  list  of 
dangers.  Messrs.  the  Hon.  Burns-Thompson  and  Wessels  pleaded 
to  exempt  certain  or  all  of  the  above,  urging  that  no  great  harm 
had  so  far  been  known  to  follow  their  use.  Dr.  Pratt- Yule  was, 
however,  cruelly  scientific,  and  pointed  out  that,  whatever  the 
Council  might  do,  the  fact  would  remain  that  these  remedies  were 
poisonous,  not  excepting  even  that  associated  with  the  name  of 
the  late  Colonial  Secretary.  Moreover,  any  sellers  of  these  so- 
called  remedies  would  still  be  liable  to  prosecution  under  portions 
of  the  Ordinance  already  passed.  The  list  now  submitted  was 
merely  for  the  admonition  of  dealers  and  customers.  The 
Attorney- General  concurred  in  the  doctor's  interpretation,  which 
was  upheld  by  a  majority  against  the  unofficial  members,  who 
were  unanimous  for  the  poisons.  The  Medical  and  Pharmacy 
Bill  thus  became  law  of  the  land,  to  the  advantage  of  probably 
everybody  but  the  general  dealers,  who  no  longer  enjoy  a  free 
hand  to  poison  the  public  in  the  name  of  doctoring  it, 


The  Collector  of  Customs  at  Bloemfontein  has  issued 
a  specification  of  goods  imported  into  the  Colony  during 
the  quarter  ending  September  30,  1903,  in  comparison  with 
the  corresponding  quarter  of  1902.  From  Cape  Colony 
the  drugs  and  chemicals  imported  were  valued  at  4,940?. 
during  1903,  compared  with  5,603?.  during  1902 ;  from  Natal 
the  imports  of  similar  goods  were  685?.,  against  7501. ;  and 
from  the  Transvaal  64?.  worth  was  received.  Extracts  and 
essences  were  imported  from  Cape  Colony  to  the  value  of 
354?.,  and  from  Natal  54?.  was  imported.  Medicinal  pre- 
parations to  the  value  of  2,563/.  were  imported  from  Cape 
Colony,  as  against  2,785?.  during  the  corresponding  quarter 
of  1902. 


Buetralasian  IRem 

Chiefly  from  "  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  of  Australasia," 
January  I,  1903.    6d.  per  copy,  post  free. 

Mr.  Follet  J.  Thomas,  chemist,  Glen  Innes,  N.S.W.  has 
been  elected  a  member  of  the  Legislative  Assembly.  Mr. 
Thomas  had  previously  taken  an  active  interest  in  local 
affairs. 

Mercurial-ointment  Prosecution. — A  Sydney  chemist 
has  been  proceeded  against  for  selling  weak  mercurial 
ointment.  The  pharmacist  told  the  purchaser  that  as  he 
(the  purchaser)  did  not  know  what  the  ointment  was  for,  the 
mild  kind  was  supplied.  The  ointment  was  labelled  "  Mild 
mercurial  ointment."    The  case  was  dismissed. 

The  P.A.T.A.  Movement. — The  Queensland  Section  of  the 
Proprietary  Aiticles  Trade  Association  of  Australasia  was 
formed  on  December  3,  when  the  rules  were  drafted.  A 
general  meeting  was  held  on  December  9,  at  which  repre- 
sentatives of  the  Brisbane  Traders'  Association  were  present, 
and  affiliation  with  that  Association  was  suggested. — The 
Victorian  Branch  of  the  P.A.T.A,  of  Australasia  resulted  from 
a  meeting  of  chemists  at  Melbourne  on  December  1.  This 
Section  are  first  to  get  as  many  pharmacists  as  possible  to 
join,  and  will  then  approach  grocers  with  a  view  to  agreeing 
on  a  plan  of  campaign.  Representatives  of  Felton  &  Grim- 
wade  and  Rocke,  Tompsitt  &  Co.  were  present. 

Australasian  Tariff-decisions. — The  following  have 
recently  been  gazetted : 

Serum,  organo— free. 

Soda  salts,  composed  principally  of  sodium  bromide  and  sodium 
bromate,  for  cyanide  process— free. 

Acid  acetico-salicylic  (aspirin)  is  not  a  substitute  for  salicylic 
acid — free. 

Cod  liver  oi!,  refined  (whether  in  bulk  or  otherwise) — 15  per 
cent. 

Syringes,  surgical — free. 

Fried)  ichshall  mineral  water — 15  per  cent. 

New  Zealand  Tariff-decisions. — The  following  have 
been  gazetted  : 

Blacklegoids  (serum  of  bacteria,  an  injection  for  cattle  suffering 
from  "blackleg  ")  as  n.o.e. — free. 

Cochineal,  spiritous  essence  of,  a;  spirits  mixed  with  ingredients, 
&c. — 16s.  the  liquid  gal. 

Dispensing  Competition. — The  following  are  the  pre- 
scriptions which  had  to  be  dispensed  at  a  competition 
organised  by  the  Northern  Tasmanian  Chemists'  Assistants' 
and  Apprentices'  Association  : 

Argenti  nitratis    gr.  iv. 

Ext.  belladonnce    gr.  iv. 

M.S. A.  et  fiat  massa;  divid.  in  -pil.  xvj. 

Signetur  j.  ter  in  die  post  cibos  sumendus. 

Sodii  salicylatis    gr-  x. 

Ext.  cinchonte  liquidi    |)lxv, 

Aquam  ad   5sa. 

M.  ft.  mistura.    Mitte  gij. 
Signetur  5ss.  4tis  horis  sumat. 
There  were  thirteen  competitors.    In  the  report  of  the 
judges  it  is  mentioned  that  the  silver  nitrate  should  be 
rubbed  down  with  kaolin  and  massed  with  the  extract,  and 
that  60  gr.  of  acacia  powder  is  needed  for  the  mixture. 
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2)amsb  IRotes. 


Professor  Finsen  who  obtained  one  of  the  Nobelprizes 
of  150,000f.  has  given  the  greater  part  of  the  money  to  "  The 
Finsen  Light-cure  Institute." 

IX  IS  SAID  THAT  THE  MINISTER  OF  JUSTICE  proposes  to 

undertake  a  reform  of  the  pharmacy  privileges.  The 
privileges  belonging  to  the  Government  are  to  be  offered  to 
the  highest  bidder  on  the  decease  of  the  holder  of  the 
concession.  With  regard  to  private  concessions  the  sugges- 
tion is  that  holders  should  pay  a  contribution  to  ensure  that 
no  new  pharmacy  be  erected  in  competition  with  the  existing 
one  for  a  long  time. 

Mr.  Trier,  pharmacist,  and  owner  of  the  only  shop  in  the 
country  which  has  permission  to  sell  all  drugs  and  chemicals 
except  only  such  as  are  to  be  supplied  by  prescription,  is 
dead,  and  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  deceased  was  a  very 
rich  man  the  privilege  has  been  granted  to  the  widow. 
That  lady  has  engaged  a  pharmacist  manager,  who,  finding 
the  old  premises  unsuitable — the  shop  is  situated  in  a 
little  and  very  old-fashioned  yard — is  to  remove  to  more  up- 
to-date  premises.  He  has  also  bought  the  shop  fittings  of 
another  pharmacie  for  the  new  premises. 

The  Result  of  the  Conference  between  the  Chemistsj 
Association  and  Chemists'  Assistants'  Association  regarding 
hours  and  pay  has  been  a  series  of  proposals  for  the  coming 
sis  years.  But  the  proposals  are  considered  by  the  assistants 
to  be  so  decidedly  in  favour  of  the  chemists  that  they  have  met 
with  the  greatest  opposition  from  the  assistants.  At  the 
meeting  of  the  Assistants'  Association  recently  held  there 
were  elected  two  new  officers  in  place  of  the  retiring  Chair- 
man and  Vice- Chairman,  who  had  been  instrumental  in 
drawing  up  the  agreement.  The  new  officers  have  submitted 
to  the  Chemists'  Association  new  proposals  on  the  subject. 

•  The  Board  of  Health  are  now  making  war  against  secret 
remedies.  Supported  by  the  new  Act  concerning  the  sale  of 
foodstuffs  the  Board  have  succeeded  in  bringing  various 
remedies  under  the  working  of  its  provisions  and  the  Minister 
of  Justice  has  arranged  with  Professor  Stein  to  conduct 
analyses  of  such  remedies  as  the  Board  of  Health  send  for 
examination.  As  a  result  of  the  examination  of  Dr.  Kidd's 
medicines,  and  Dr.  Williams's  Pink  Pills  the  Board  asked  the 
Commissioner  of  Police  to  prohibit  the  advertisements  of 
Dr.  Kidd's  medicines  and  "  Pink  Pills."  They  base  their 
action  on  an  old  Act  of  1779,  which  prohibits  the  sale  of  such 
articles  offered  at  heavy  prices  and  probably  deleterious  to 
public  health.  The  Police  Commissioner  has  accordingly 
sent  a  communication  to  all  the  papers  forbidding  the 
insertion  of  these  advertisements. 


THE   C.   &   D.   DIARY,  1904. 


SUBSCRIBEBS'  OPINIONS. 

(249/80.)  What  a  splendid  Diary  you  have  got  together,  and 
what  a  labour  you  must  have  had  !  (19/12/03.) 

(13/28.)  T  still  have  my  first  Diary.  It  is  a  curiosity  and  no 
mistake  from  the  present  day's  grand  volume.  (24/12/03.) 

(250/13.)  Your  last  Diary  to  hand.  Will  be  of  extraordinary 
iaterest  for  years  to  come.  Many  thanks  and  compliments. 
(19/12/03.) 

(13/15.)  I  am  digesting  Uie  Diary,  and  find  tbe  formulas  of 
great  use.  I  quite  expect  to  save  my  annual  subscription  in 
patent-medicine  stamps. 

(4/38.)  A  deep  debt  of  gratitude  is  due  to  you  by  all  branches 
of  the  drug-trade  for  placing  in  their  hands  such  a  valuable  com- 
pendium of  absolutely  essential  information,  both  legal  and  com- 
mercial. (2/1/04.) 

(283/9.)  The  Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Diary  alone  is  worth 
more  than  the  annual  subscription.  How  you  manage  to  send  in 
addition  post-free  fifty-two  copies  of  the  C.  iC-  D.  for  10s.  is  one 
of  the  mysteries  of  the  twentieth  century.  (22/12/03.) 

(248/56.)  Accept  my  best  thanks  for  new  year's  Diary,  which 
is  a  compendium  of  the  needs  of  chemists  and  druggists  through- 
out the  world.  A  masterly  compilation,  the  result  of  a  vast 
amount  of  labour,  discrimination,  and  patience.  (16/12/03.) 


The  Menu-card  of  the  Hon.  Treasurer 
(Mr.  Bourne). 


Torquay  Chemists'  Dinner. 

The  first  annual  dinner  of  the  Torquay  Chemists'  Associa- 
tion was  held  on  Thursday  evening,  February  4,  at  the  Central 
Hotel,  Torquay.  Mr.  J.  Newlyn  (President)  occupied  the 
chair,  and  the  company  included  Dr.  Frank  Briggs, 
Captain  Garrett,  Alderman  Gadd,  J.P.  (Exeter),  and  most 
of  the  members  of  the  Association.  The  Hon.  Secretary 
(Mr.  J.  Young)  reported  that  he  had  received  a  telegram 
from  the  Mayor  (Mr.  J.  Taylor,  J.P.,  chemist)  expressing 
regret  that  municipal  business  detained  him  in  London,  and 
he  was  therefore  unable  to  attend  the  dinner.  Apologies 
for  absence  were  also  received  from  Mr.  Bremridge,  Mr.  F. 
Layland  Barratt,  M.P.,  Drs.  Horton,  Eales,  and  Dunlop,  and 
others.  The  dinner  showed  a  distinct  novelty — -viz.,  menu- 
cards,  illustrated  with  humorous  water-colour  sketches  by 
Miss  Gwen  Shearme,  a  rising  young  artist  of  Launceston, 
Cornwall,  one  of 


which  we  repro- 
duce. After  the 
toast  of  "  The 
King,"  Mr.  Young 
proposed  "  The 
Navy,  Army,  and 
Reserve  Forces," 
to  which  Captain 
Garrett  responded. 
Alderman  Gadd, 
in  proposing  the 
toast  of  "  The  Tor- 
quay Chemists'  As- 
sociation," said  it 
was  a  great  plea- 
sure to  find  such 
good  fellowship 
existing  amongst 
the  craft.  Chemists  in  business  should  try  to  obtain  some 
pleasure  out  of  life  instead  of  endeavouring  to  eat  each 
other  by  ruinous  competition  and  jealousy.  He  trusted  the 
Association  would  continue  to  be  strong  and  vigorous.  It 
spoke  well  for  it  that  every  chemist  in  Torquay  who  was  not 
present  on  this  festive  occasion  had  sent  an  apology 
regretting  his  absence. 

The  toast  was  received  with  musical  honours,  and  Mr.  Newlyn 
(President),  in  reply,  said  the  Association  had  done  wonders 
in  bringing  together  all  who 
were  engaged  in  business  in 
the  town,  for,  previous  to  its 
formation,  he  had  been 
twenty-three  years  in  Tor- 
quay, yet  scarcely  knew 
another  chemist.  All  was 
now  changed,  and  it  was  a 
pleasure  to  meet  friends. 
Associations  were  being 
formed  in  most  towns,  and 
by  their  united  efforts  pres- 
sure could  be  brought  to  bear 
upon  members  of  Parliament 
on  all  questions  affecting  the 
trade.  They  in  Torquay 
would  keep  a  careful  watch 
upon  the  Pharmacy  Bill 
when  it  was  laid  before  Par- 
liament.   (Hear,  hear.) 

Mr.  Young  (Hon.  Secre- 
tary) also  replied.  He 
pleaded  guilty  to  being  the 
father  of  the  Association. 
When  he  first  called  the  Torquay  chemists  together,  three 
years  ago,  he  was  reminded  of  the  old  adage,  "  Two  of  a 
trade  can  never  agree,"  yet  by  careful  steering  they  had 
managed  to  bring  the  craft  safely  through  the  troubled 
waters.  It  was  a  source  of  great  pleasure  and  satisfaction 
to  him  to  find  everything  now  working  smoothly,  and  the 
Association  was  appreciated  by  all  engaged  in  the  drug- 
trade. 


Mr.  James  Newlyn. 
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Mr.  Knight  proposed  the  toast  of  "  The  Pharmaceutical 
Society,"  referring  to  the  good  work  it  had  done. 

Mr.  Horner  (Local  Secretary),  in  replying,  said  the 
Society  was  undoubtedly  a  protectionist  Society  in  every 
sense  of  the  word,  for  it  not  only  protected  pharmacy,  but 
it  protected  the  public  as  well  by  carrying  out  the  law  in 
relation  to  the  dispensing  of  prescriptions  and  the  sale  of 
poisons.  The  Society  had  not  flinched  from  its  duties,  and 
the  recent  prosecutions  of  certain  unqualified  vendors  of 
weed- killers  containing  poisons  showed  it  was  determined 
to  see  the  law  carried  out  at  all  costs. 

Mr.  Bourne  proposed  "  The  Medical  Profession,"  and  said 
Torquay  was  exceptionally  fortunate  in  so  far  that  nearly 
all  doctors  in  the  town  gave  prescriptions  to  their  patients 
instead  of  dispensing  their  own  medicines. 

Mr.  Rawling  (Vice-President)  briefly  proposed  "  The 
Visitors,"  and  this  was  replied  to  in  a  clever  and  humorous 
speech  by  Mr.  Kenny. 

An  excellent  programme  of  music  and  song  was  arranged 
by  Mr.  G.  H.  Stone,  Mus.Bac,  who  not  only  acted  as 
honorary  accompanist,  but  sang  a  Devonshire  songjlof  his 
own  composing,  "  Down 'ome  in  Kirton  Town." 

Dining  at  York. 

On  February  6  the  members  of  the  cricket  club  of  Messrs. 
Raimes  &  Co.,  wholesale  druggists,  York,  dined  together  at 
the  De  Grey  Rooms,  where  an  excellent  repast  was  pro- 
vided. The  chair  was  occupied  by  the  junior  partner  of  the 
firm,  Mr.  W.  C.  Birks,  and  the  vice-chair  by  Mr.  Johnston, 
the  warehouse-manager.  After  the  tables  were  cleared  a 
smoking-concert  was  held,  songs,  toasts,  and  speeches  fol- 
lowing each  other  in  r  jpid  succession.  "  The  Cricket  Club  " 
was  toasted  by  Mr.  J.  R.  Blanshard,  and  the  Chairman  in- 
timated the  wish  of  the  firm  to  present  suitable  prizes  for 
the  best  batting  and  bowling  averages  for  the  coming  season. 
The  programme  consisted  of  some  thirty-two  items,  and  was 
one  of  sustained  merit.  Messrs.  Johnston  and  H.  Fowler 
are  to  be  congratulated  on  the  excellence  of  their  arrange- 
ments. The  evening  was  brought  to  a  close  by  the  hearty 
sirjging  of  "  Auld  Lang  Syne"  and  the  National  Anthem. 

Sheffield  Ball. 

The  annual  ball  of  the  Sheffield  Pharmaceutical  and  Chemi- 
cal Society  was  held  at  the  Royal  Victoria  Hotel  on  Thursday, 
February  4,  and  proved  a  great  success  in  everv  way.  The 
M.C.s  were  Mr.  H.  Antcliffe  (H")n.  Secretary)  and  Mr.  E.  C. 
Exell.  Mr.  G.  T.  W.  Newsholme  (President)  combined  the  part 
of  the  genial  wallflower  with  that  of  steward,  and  was  assisted 
an  the  latter  duty  by  Messrs.  T.  Carr,  R.  D.  Douglas,  J.  F. 
Eardley,  A.  Rus  ell  Fox  (Vice-President),  E.  E.  Richards, 
and  G.  Squire  (Treasurer).  There  were  about  180  present, 
including  the  following  pharmacists  :  Messrs.  J.  G.  Jackson, 
,H.  E.  Ibbitt,  H.  G.  Williams,  F.  A.  Upsher-S  truth,  J.  T. 
Appleton,  A.  W.  Graham,  C.  F.  Carr  (Nottingham),  J.  E. 
.Alcock,  W.  Crouch,  and  H.  A.Wilkinson  (Worksop);  Drs. 
Bellamy,  Black,  Steam,  Mackinnon  and  Sorley,  Mr.  Frank 
Harrison,  M.R.CS.  and  L.D.S.,  Mr.  Hemmicgs  (Parke, 
Davis  &  Co.),  and  Mr.  G.  J.  R.  Parkes  (Hearon,  Squire  & 
Francis).  Everything  helped  to  make  the  affair  go  off  well. 
The  ballr x>m  is  an  ideal  one  with  a  splendid  floor,  there  was 
a  noticeab'e  absence  of  stiffness,  and  the  music,  by  Mr.  C.  F. 
Needham's  band,  was  excellent.  Owing  to  the  large  number 
of  guests,  supper  was  served  in  three  rooms,  Messrs.  New- 
holme,  Russell  Fox,  and  Squire  respectively  presiding,  and 
giving  the  loyal  toast  and  "  The  Ladies." 

The  Exeter  Association  of  Chemists  and  Druggists, 

as  briefly  announced  in  last  week's  issue  (page  247),  had 
their  annual  supper  on  February  3.  Mr.  F.  W.  Vinden 
(President)  occupied  the  chair,  and  there  were  also  present 
Alderman  H.  Gadd,  J.P.,  Messrs.  T.  Tickle  (city  analyst), 
A.  D.  Breeze  (Plymouth),  D.  Reid,  Eric  Lemmon,  and 
H.  Wippell  Gadd  (Vice-Chairman),  W.  Fletcher  Gadd, 
J.  Harris,  E.  F.  Stone,  W.  F.  Pearce,  W.  J.  Wippell, 
J.  Weston  Aplin,  T.  C.  Milton,  Alan  H.  Ware,  F.  Sloman, 
C.  Sloman,  C.  W.  Hole,  G.  Bedford,  F.  W.  Kitts,  W.  Coombes, 
W.  F.  Crabbe,  E.  Pote,  F.  Chapman,  E  K.  Northway,  James 
Taylor,  F.  Donald  Wilson.  The  loyal  toasts  having  been 
honoured,  Mr.  F.  W.  Kitts,  in  proposing  "The  Exeter 
Association  of  Chemists  and  Druggists,'  said  one  useful 


thing  the  Association  had  done  was  to  make  an  arrangement 
whereby  members  undertook  Sunday  work  in  rotation. 
(Applause.)  The  public  were  not  inconvenienced  by  such  an 
arrangement,  and  appreciated  the  object  with  which  it  was 
made.  The  President,  in  reply,  referred  to  the  useful  work 
done  by  the  Association  in  regulating  prices  and  in  creating 
good  fellowship  among  members.  He  desired  to  thank  Mr. 
H.  Wippell  Gadd  for  the  able  and  courteous  way  in  which 
he  had  assisted  him  during  the  past  twelve  months,  and 
proposed  his  health.  Mr.  T.  C.  Milton  seconded,  and  Mr. 
Gadd  suitably  acknowledged  the  compliment.  Alderman 
H.  Gadd  then  proposed  "The  Pharmaceutical  Society," 
saying  that  chemists  have  only  to  thank  themselves  that 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society  is  not  better  than  it  is.  So  far 
as  chemists  and  druggists  were  concerned  he  was  a  very 
strong  protectionist.  They  ought  to  look  to  Parliament  to 
protect  them,  and  see  that  they  were  not  injured  by  an 
unqualified  man  dealing  in  poisons.  Mr.  D.  Reid,  who 
replied,  said  he  was  one  of  those  six  thousand  who  believed 
that  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  had  nothing  to  be  ashamed 
of.  It  had  made  mistakes,  but  it  had  justified  its  existence. 
During  the  past  five  or  six  years,  since  the  Council  was 
put  upon  a  more  democratic  basis,  it  had  certainly  won 
a  great  deal  more  favour  in  the  eyes  of  the  chemists  and 
druggists  of  the  country  than  it  previously  did.  Mr. 
Tickle  also  replied,  saying  it  was  very  strongly  felt  by  the 
Board  of  Examiners  that  a  better  system  of  education  was 
necessary.  Their  examinations  were  too  easy  and  too 
hard.  What  was  desired  was  a  curriculum  in  which  a  man 
should  obtain  a  proper  training,  and  so  that  the  examination 
should  become  a  fairer  test.  Mr.  Eric  Lemmon  proposed 
"The  Visitors,"  and  Mr.  C.  A.  D.  Breeze  (Plymouth) 
responded.  Some  capital  songs  and  recitations  were 
rendered,  and  the  company  dispersed  at  midnight  with  the 
singing  of  "  God  Save  the  King." 


IRecent  Wills, 


Alder. — The  will  of  the  late  Mr.  Thomas  Stamp  Alder, 
chemist  and  druggist,  of  Percy  House,  Percy  Terrace. 
Jesmond,  who  died  on  July  5,  19D3,  has  been  proved  at  the 
Newcastle  District  Registry,  by  his  daughter  Jane  Stamp 
Burt.    The  gross  amount  of  the  estate  is  2,164/.  6s.  Qd. 

Aylwin. — Mr.  Peter  Aylwin,  chemist  and  druggist,  of 
Haslemere,  who  died  on  July  10,  1903,  has  left  a  gross  estate 
of  15,257/.  7*.,  the  net  personalty  being  4,197/  His  executors 
are  Mrs.  Sarah  Ann  Bridger,  of  Haslemere,  widow,  Mr. 
Robert  Cave,  of  Caversham,  gentleman,  and  Mr.  Reginald 
Clements  Snow  Evennett,  of  Haslemere,  accountant. 

Boddy. — Mr.  Thomas  Boddy,  of  Catterick,  Yorkshire, 
draper,  grocer,  and  chemist,  who  died  on  November  20, 1903, 
left  estate  valued  at  11,870/.  14s.  gross,  including  net 
personalty  valued  at  11,239/.  5;.  21.  Probate  of  his  will, 
dated  June  21,  1902,  has  been  granted  to  his  widow,  Mrs. 
Hannah  Boddy,  and  his  brother,  Mr.  Richard  Boddy,  assistant 
overseer  of  taxes  for  Catterick,  Killerby,  and  Tunstall,  and 
clerk  to  the  Parish  Council.  Subject  to  the  life  interest  of 
his  wife,  he  bequeathed  500/.  to  the  trustees  of  the  Wesleyan 
Methodist  Chapel  at  Catterick,  for  the  purpose  of  rebuilding. 

Buck. — Mr.  Thomas  Back,  chemist  and  druggist,  of 
Middlesborough,  who  died  on  February  20,  left  a  gross  estate 
of  1,580/.  Is.  Id. 

Hinks. — The  will  of  the  late  Mr.  John  Hinks,  chemist  and 
druggist,  of  Worcester,  who  died  on  June  22,  1903,  has  been 
proved  at  the  Principal  Probate  Registry  by  his  widow 
Mrs.  Susan  Hinks,  of  Avondale,  o^e  of  the  executors  named 
in  the  will — Mr.  William  Mylton,  the  other  executor  named 
in  the  will,  having  renounced  probate.  The  gross  amount  of 
the  estate  is  valued  at  4,048/.  2s.  Hd. 

Sumners. — Mr.  Michael  Cole  Sumners,  pharmaceutical 
chemist,  of  Hickington,  Lincoln,  who  died  on  October  29, 
1903,  has  left  estate  valued  at  5,158/.  18s.  Id.  gross,  the  net 
personalty  being  2,555/.  10s.  lOd.  Probate  of  the  will  has 
been  granted  to  his  son,  Mr.  H.  T.  Sumners,  chemist,  of 
Heckington,  Mrs.  M.  T.  Kiddall,  of  Beaconsfield,  Bucks,  and 
Mr.  William  Whysall,  chemist,  of  Grantham. 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 


February  13,  1904 


Colonial  ano  foveiw  Bern 


The  German  Imperial  Patent  Office  has  decreed  that 
the  firm  William  Pearson,  of  Hamburg,  alone  have  the  right 
to  use  the  word  "  Creolin." 

A  New  Company  has  been  formed,  under  the  style  of 
Nicohis  Osorio  &  Hijos,  to  acquire  and  carry  on  the  whole- 
sale and  retail  drug-business  at  Bogota,  Colombia,  formerly 
carried  on  by  Messrs.  Osorio  &  Castafleda.  The  principals 
are  Messrs.  Nicolas  Osorio,  Jorge  Osorio,  and  Antonio  M. 
Osorio. 

British  Trade  in  Egypt. — The  British  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce of  Alexandria  announces  that  it  will  be  happy  to 
answer  inquiries  and  procure  any  commercial  information 
connected  with  Egypt,  and  will  welcome  communications  on 
subjects  of  interest  to  traders  which  it  can  make  generally 
known  through  the  medium  of  its  periodical  report  published 
at  Alexandria. 

Lead  in  Brandy. — In  the  villages  of  Obrezsa,  Marga, 
and  Glunboka,  in  the  county  of  Krasso-Szoreny  (Hungary), 
over  a  hundred  persons  have  contracted  lead-poisoning,  and 
several  have  already  succumbed.  It  appears  that  the 
brandy-distillers  had  lined  their  stills  with  lead  in  order  to 
obtain  a  higher  degree  of  alcohol,  but  thereby  poisoned  the 
product  itself.  A  strict  inquiry  has  been  opened  into  the 
matter. 

A  Fatal  Post. — An  unenviable  reputation  hangs  over 
the  post  of  chemist  at  the  Nuremberg  Hospital.  The  hos- 
pital was  opened  in  1897,  and  a  chief  and  assistant  chemists 
were  appointed.  The  former  died  a  few  days  after  he 
entered  the  hospital  from  galloping  consumption.  He  was 
replaced  by  the  assistant,  who  committed  suicide.  The  next 
chemist  to  be  appointed  was  stricken  with  madness  and 
taken  to  an  asylum.  There  were  seven  candidates  for  the 
vacancy,  and  the  fortunate  applicant,  a  few  days  after  his 
entrance  in  the  hospital,  put  an  end  to  his  life  by  taking 
strychnine. 

Russian  Protest  against  Foreign  Medicines. — Mr. 
E.  E.  Bresinski,  at  the  last  meeting  of  the  St.  Petersburg 
Pharmaceutical  Society,  dealt  with  the  importation  of 
foreign  specifics,  and  complained  that  the  invasion  of  ready- 
made  cures  for  all  diseases  is  reducing  the  Russian  phar- 
macies to  mere  hucksters'  shops.  The  most  regrettable  fact, 
he  said,  is  the  favouritism  shown  by  Russian  doctors  for 
foreign  special  medicines.  He  maintained  that  the  medi- 
cines imported  are  not  the  same  as  the  samples  sent  for 
Government  analysis  when  permission  to  inspect  same  is 
requested,  and  called  for  more  rigid  inspection. 

Germany  and  American  Competition. — The  report  of 
the  Aix-la-Chapelle  Chamber  of  Commerce  complains 
bitterly  of  foreign  tariffs  injuring  German  trade.  Dealing 
with  chemicals,  paints,  &c,  it  says : 

The  exportation  of  chemicals,  paints,  varnishes,  &c,  to  the 
United  States  and  Russia  is  becoming  more  and  more  difficult 
by  their  duties  on  imports.  The  domestic  manufacture  in  those 
countries,  which  in  the  main  is  conducted  by  German  foremen 
and  chemical  experts,  is  a  competition  almost  impossible  to  over- 
come. If  the  new  commercial  treaties  about  to  be  negotiated 
should  not  bring  any  relief,  then  many  of  our  manufacturing 
firms  will  be  forced  to  establish  branch  factories  in  Russia  and 
the  United  States,  as  has  already  been  the  case  in  other  branches 
of  German  industry. 

Women  Pharmacists  in  Russia.— The  Russian  Minister 
of  the  Interior  has  agreed  to  the  course  of  instruction  for 
women  who  desire  to  obtain  certificates  of  competency  to 
practise  as  pharmacists  in  Russia.  The  course  is  that 
pursued  at  a  school  attached  to  the  first  women's  pharmacy 
established  in  St.  Petersburg,  and  covers  two  years  for 
pharmaceutical  assistants,  the  subjects  being  zoology, 
botany,  geology  with  mineralogy,  physics,  organic  and 
inorganic  chemistry,  analytical  pharmacology,  pharma- 
ceutical chemistry,  anatomy  with  physiology  and  hygiene, 
pharmacology,  first  aid,  and  legal  knowledge  on  pharma- 
ceutical matters.  Scholars,  having  finished  this  course,  have 
to  undergo  an  examination  before  the  Imperial  Military 
Medical  Academy  or  one  of  the  medical  faculties. 


Russian  Coal-tar  Products— It  is  stated  that  the  pro- 
duction of  artificial  organic  colouring-materials  is  a  branch 
of  the  chemical-industry  which  has  as  yet  scarcely  become 
established  in  Russia.  At  present  the  Russian  trade  in  these 
materials  is  practically  in  the  hands  of  large  German  firms, 
who  are  either  directly  or  indirectly  represented  at  Moscow. 
The  cause  of  the  tardy  development  is  to  be  found  io.  the 
fact  that  the  branch  can  scarcely  be  established,  or  at  least 
only  with  difficulty,  on  the  basis  of  utilising  coal  tar  owing 
to  the  small  number  of  towns  which  have  gasworks,  and  the 
great  distance  separating  them.  The  efforts  of  Russian 
chemists  have,  therefore,  for  several  years  been  directed  to 
obtaining  the  fundamental  materials  for  the  organic- colour 
industry,  such  as  benzol  and  aniline,  from  the  country's  sup- 
plies of  crude  naphtha.  Success  in  this  direction  seems  to 
have  now  been  obtained  by  the  Company  for  the  Production 
of  Benzol  and  Aniline  of  Kineschma,  as  a  result  of  the 
working  of  the  patents  which  the  company  acquired  from 
M.  A.  N.  Nikiforoff.  The  factory  is  able  to  work  up  from 
100,000  poods  to  150,000  poods  of  crude  naphtha  per  annum, 
and  from  this  is  obtained  from  12,000  poods  to  16,000  poods 
of  benzol,  which  yields  aniline  oil  at  a  price  about  half  of 
that  prevailing  in  the  Moscow  market. 

German  Potash-industry. — The  dissensions  which  have 
arisen  among  the  potash-mining  works  in  Germany  in 
relation  to  the  proposed  renewal  of  the  syndicate,  render  it 
extremely  doubtful  whether  the  combination  will  be  pro- 
longed after  its  stipulated  time.  The  works  are  now  divided 
into  two  camps,  representative  of  the  old  and  the  compara- 
tively new  mines  respectively,  and  the  difficulties  raised 
between  the  two  parties  have  already  attracted  the  attention 
of  the  American  Fertiliser  Trust.  It  is  said  that  the  latter, 
which  some  time  ago  was  the  means  of  creating  considerable 
astonishment  in  Germany  in  consequence  of  its  negotiations 
for  the  purchase  of  the  undertaking  of  the  Einigkeit  Cor- 
poration, has  approached  certain  of  the  new  potash-works 
with  a  view  to  the  execution  of  contracts.  A  decision  has, 
however,  apparently  not  yet  been  arrived  at  in  regard  to  the 
matter.  The  owners  of  the  new  potash-works  are  so  dis- 
satisfied with  the  operations  of  the  syndicate  that  if  the 
latter  is  not  reconstructed  to  their  approval,  they  propose  to 
form  a  mutual  sales  association  on  their  own  account,  with 
offices  at  Hamburg.  The  old-established  works  are,  how- 
ever, not  prepared  to  make  any  furthur  concessions,  and  if 
the  syndicate  should  finally  collapse  and  a  price-war  be  com- 
menced, it  is  thought  that  the  younger  producers  will  be 
made  to  suffer  the  most  from  the  cutting  of  prices. 

Tahiti  Vanilla.— An  interesting  report  on  the  vanilla 
industry  by  the  American  Consul  at  Tahiti  has  been  issued, 
in  which  he  says  that  the  declining  exports  to  the  United 
States  are  due  to  the  fact  that  the  demand  for  vanilla  from 
Tahiti  is  almost  at  a  minimum  in  the  markets  of  San 
Francisco  and  New  York.  The  price  at  the  former  place 
has  recently  declined  to  40c.  per  lb.  At  this  rate  the 
merchants  exporting  vanilla  from  Tahiti  simply  have  the 
advantage  of  a  medium  of  exchange  for  goods  imported  from 
San  Francisco.  It  means  the  avoidance  of  purchasing  a 
money  order — a  slight  consideration.  The  small  trade  is 
generally  in  the  hands  of  Chinamen,  and  they  encourage 
trade  with  the  natives  by  accepting  options  on  the  vanilla 
output,  and  ultimately  receive  the  beans  in  the  crudest  form, 
and  proceed  to  cure  them.  Knowing  that  the  name  Tahiti 
now  is  sufficient  to  condemn  the  vanilla  exported  from  this 
colony,  the  Consul  endeavoured  to  enlist  the  interest  of  the 
officials  in  a  plan  for  compulsory  inspection  and  grading 
under  seal,  under  the  control  of  the  Government.  The  matter, 
however,  has  not  been  regarded  in  a  favourable  light  by  the 
officials,  although  it  has  appealed  to  many  planters  and 
merchants.  Importers  of  vanilla  from  Tahiti,  says  the 
Consul,  should  be  very  careful  to  examine  closely  any  beans 
that  they  have  reason  to  suspect  have  been  cured  by  China- 
men, as  the  Chinese  traders  are  accustomed  to  pick  up  beans 
cast  away  by  others  as  utterly  unfit  for  market,  soak  them 
in  salt  water  or  let  them  remain  for  a  time  in  cocoanut  oil, 
and  then  pack  them  in  the  bottoms  of  tins  containing  better 
grades.  Chinamen  will  buy  even  mouldy  vanilla  and  so 
scatter  the  bad  pods  among  good  ones.  There  are,  however, 
a  few  large  companies  of  native  planters  who  are  trying  to 
put  a  high  grade  of  vanilla  on  the  market. 
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QUALIFIED,  8  years' Dispensing  and  Counter  experience  in  London 
and  Provinces,  knowledge  of  Photography,  desires  situation  in 
Loudon.   I.  Wood,  The  Outgaug,  Aspatria,  Cumberland. 

UNQUALIFIED  (27J),  married,  12  years'  experience,  desires  per- 
manency ;  Dispenser,  Frescriber,  Extractor :  Photography  (including 
enlarging,  &c.) ;  abstainer  ;  good  references.  "  Nyddsley,"  14  MiltoU  Road, 
Waterloo,  Liverpool. 


AS  Junior,  in  good  business  ;  indoors  ;  31  years'  experience ;  nearly  20  : 
in  a  town  where  there  are  Pharmaceutical  Classes  and  where  facilities 
arc  available  for  attending  in  the  evenings.  A.  a.  Birkbeck,  care  of 
Mr.  Birkbeck,  Chemist,  Lincoln. 


ANAGER,  Branch  Traveller,  or  Confidential  Assistant,  with  or 
without  view  to  Partnership  or  succession  ;  tall ;  good  appearance 
and  addies's';  not  afraid  of  w-ork ;  over  30  years'  experience;  good  Pre- 
s  Tiber  and1  references.    "Spes"  (117/25),  Office  of  this  Paper. 


RESPECTABLE  married  Chemist  desires  Management ;  strict  con- 
duct;.  gtntlemanly  ;  Prescriber,  Extractor;  experienced;  eventual 
easy  ;-uceessidii  entertained.  Address,  "Kymie"  (120/32),  Office  of  this 
Faper.     ''  - ' ' 


WHOLESALE. 


TRAVELLER,  Drugs,  Sundries,  Oils,  &c.   "  Vectis  "  (118/24),  Office 
of  this  Paper. 


MAN  (voiing),  25,  seeks  situation  as  Laboratory  Porter  or  otherwise. 
120/4,  Ulnee  of  this  Paper. 


WETS,  Drvs,  or  Laboratory;  good  experience;  excellent  references. 
118/35,  Office  ol  this  Paper. 


YOUNG  man  seeks  re- engagement ;  12  years'  experience.   "H.  H.," 
5  Tuenford  Street,  Northampton.  • 


N VOICE-CLERK.  5  years'  experience  in  trade,  seeks  re-engagement. 
Address,  •'  ]£.,"  44  Vicarage  Road,  Camber  well. 


ASSISTANT  (30),  12  years'  experience,  seeks  situation  in  Wholesale 
House.    ••  P.,"  15  Thane  Villas,  Holloway,  Loudon. 


ASSISTANT  Essence-n-.aker,  4  years'  experience,  seeks  position  in 
good  firm  ;  references.    113/14,  Office  of  this  Paper. 


YOUNG   man  (20)  seeks   situation,   Wets;  2\    years'  experience. 
"  Benzoin,"  8  Seventh  Avenue,  Bush  Rill  Park,  Enfield. 


SOUTH  AFRICA. — Well-known  Drug  Traveller  open  for  engage- 
ment ;  present  in  London.    115/28,  Office  of  this  Paper. 

EXPERIENCED   Invoice-Clerk,   5  years  with  Evans,  Lescher  & 
Webb,  seeks  change.    "  H.,"  2  Alme.ua.   treet,  Islington. 


ASSISTANT  (25),  requires  situation  in  Wholesale,  Wet  or  Dry  Counter. 
'■  iNemo,"  Victoria  Cottage,  Victoria  Street,  Upper  Bangor. 


ADVERTISER  (25),  8  years'  experi  uce,  Retail,  wishes  position  as 
Representative  tor  Drug  House.    114/27,  Office  or  this  Paper. 


EXPERIENCED  Representative  seeks  re-engagement  with  well- 
known  Medical  and  Veterinary  house.    120/37,  Office  of  this  Paper. 


YOUNG  man  (20)  seeks  situation ;  experienced  in  Sundries,  Glass 
Bottles,  Packing,  &c.  ;  good  references.     "  H.,"  6  Reed  Street, 
Rotherl.ithe. 


ADVERTISER,  several  years  with  leading  Firm;  Correspondence 
and  Advertising  department;  capable  organiser.   Apply,  lu3/2., 
Office  of  this  Paper. 


REPRESENTATIVE  ;  23  ;  London  and  suburbs  only ;  Drugs  or 
Sundries;  Retail  experience;  salary  and  commission.  Wrigley, 
6  Broad  Street,  Hereford. 


LABORATORY.    Seven  years  in  charge,  modern  London  Laboratory  ; 
(ialeuieal  Standardisation,  Specialities,  &c.    "  Chemicus,"  2  'J'yne 
Terrace,  Ley  Street,  llford. 


WHOLESALE  situation  required  ;  3  years  in  Retail ;  small  salary  first 
3  months  ;  outdoors;  Loudon  or  suburbs.   Address,  "Chemicus," 
Poplars,  Mortimer,  Berks. 


Y^UNG  man  seeks  situation  ;  experience  in  Glass  Bottles,  despatch  of 
■  Drugs  and  Proprietary  Articles,  &c. ;  disengaged.  "  P.,"  7  Woi  ningtuu 
Road,  Westbourne  Park. 


A  YOUNG  man  with  over  8  years'  Retail  experience,  is  desirous  of  a 
rTr  berth  in  the  Wholesale  with  a  view  to  travelling :  excellent  references. 
114:14,  Office  of  this  Paper. 


EXPERIENCED  Representative  desires  re-engagement  with  well- 
known  house  ;  cash  deposit  or  guarantee.   "Statim,"  6  Mountsfield 
Terrace,  George  Lane,  Lewisham. 

COMMERCIAL  Traveller,  15  years'  experience,  seeks  representation 
in  Canada,  first-class  Drug-house ;  Colonial,    London  references. 
James  (115/32),  Office  of  this  Paper. 


SITUATION  wanted  in  Manufacturing  Perfumers,  by  pi-actical  man  r 
well  up  in  all  articles  pertaining  to  the  Toilet,  Perfumes,  Soaps,  &c. ; 
good  reference.    109/11,  Office  of  this  Paper. 


ADVERTISER  wishes  position'  in"  Wholesale  ;  32  ;  eoo.1  and  varied 
Retail  experience  ;  gentlemanly  and  energetic  ;  Traveller  or  other- 
wise.   "  L.  J."  (117/10),  Office  of  this  Paper. 


CHEMIST  open  to  engagement ;  14  years'  Laboratory  experience  ;  has 
filled  similar  position  with  London  houses  ;  used  to  control  of  men ; 
highest  references.    "Progressive "  (119/12),  Office  of  this  Paper. 


AS  Representative  of  good  Firm,  for  Lancashire  and  Yorkshire  ;  smart 
well-educated  up-to-date  gentleman  desires  berth  as  above  ;  15  years' 
good-class  Retail  experience  ;  excellent  references.  "Bradford"  (117/40), 
Office  of  this  Paper. 


AS  Representative  of  good  House  or  Supervisor  of  Travellers, 
Correspondence,  Output,  &c.';  experienced  ;  knows  Doctors  and 
Chemists  of  England  thoroughly  ;  highest  references ;  good  appearance  ; 
aged  38.   Address,  "  H.,"  38  Hill  Rise,  Richmond,  Surrey. 


GENTLEMAN  (Manchester),  representing  a  leading  firm  at  present 
-  time,  open  for  appointment  as  Representative  for  first-class  house;. 
Lancashire,  Yorkshire,  and  Cheshire ;-.  Soap,  Perfumery,  or  Proprietary 
line  ;  highest  references.   "  E."  (118/31),  Office  of  this  Paper. 


TRAVELLER  (qualified  Chemist),  with  good  connection  amongst 
chemists  in  Gibraltar,  Malta  and  Egypt,  is  open  to  represent  a  first- 
class  Drug  House  ;  an  excellent  opportunity  for  any  firm  desiring  to  open' 
up  a  connection  in  this  direction.   "  Levant "  (53/34),  Office  of  this  Paper. 


CHEMIST,  who  has  until  recently  conducted  a  high-class  Dispensing 
business,  is  desirous  of  obtaining  a  responsible  position  in  the  Whole- 
sale, or  otherwise,  where  energy  and  integrity  would  be  appreciated  ; 
aged  44;  of  gentlemanly  appearance  and  address.  "Fidelis"  (116/6),' 
Office  of  this  Paper. 


AUSTRALIAN  TRADE.— Coming  prosperity  of  the  Commonwealth 
offers  excellent  opportunity  for  cultivating  trade  direct  with 
Chemists  and  Sundry  houses  ;  late  representative  of  Loudon  firm,  now  in 
town,  is  prepared  to  furnish  all  information  and  particulars  regarding 
above.    Apply,  "A.  B.  C."  (115/29),  Office  of  this  Paper. 


AGENCIES. 


3s.  Gd.for  50  words  or  less  ;  Qd.for  every  10  words  beyond. 


Advertisers  are  reminded  that  If  they  wish  replies  to  their 
Advertisements  addressed  to  the  Office  of  "The  Chemist 
and  Druggist"  under  a  figure  or  nom  de  plume,  to  be 
forwarded,  an  extra  charge  of  Sixpence  is  made,  and  such 
amount  should  be  added  to  the  remittance  for  the  Adver- 
tisement,   if  letters  are  called  for,  no  extra  charge  is  mad* 


ADVERTISER,  having  centrally  situated  business  premises  in  main 
thoroughfare  of  large  provincial  City,  and  an  extensive  connection 
among  Chemists'  and  Stores,  is  open  to  accept  Agency  or  Agencies  from 
first-class  firms  and  personally  introduce  goods.  Address,  llb/38,  Office  of 
this  Paper. 


"TRANSVAAL. — Traveller,  returning  for  Drug-house,  wants  Repre- 
B     sentation  other  firms  ;  Sponge,  Indiarubber,  Glass,  Perfume,  Sundries. 
"Thomas"  (115/25),  Office  of  this  Paper. 


PRESERVATIVES  AND  COLOURINGS. —We  are  desirous  of 
appointing  one  firm  of  leading  Chemists  .ily  as  Selling  Agents  in 
centres  of  Agricultural  districts,  and  invite  applications  for  terms  from 
firms  having  a  connection  amongst  Dairymen,  Cheese  and  Butter  Factories, 
and  Farmers.    Keeps  (Limited),  4  Redcross  Street,  London,  E.C. 


AUSTRALIAN  TRADE. — Mr.  A.  L.  Potter  (late  of  Say  res,  Allport  & 
Potter,  Sydney)  is  returning  early  next  month  to  Sydney,  and  desires 
to  intimate  that  he  is  willing  to  arrange  with  manufacturers  in  England  to 
place  their  goods  in  Australia,  or  to  arrange  for  the  establishment  of 
Branch  Factories  in  the  Colony,  to  save  duty  and  freight ;  arrangements 
may  be  made  for  personal  interviews  by  addressing  Mr.  A.  L..  Potter, 
2  Feuchurch  Avenue,  London. 
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A  Bill  to  amend  the  Alkali  Acts  is  to  be  introduced  by  the 
President  of  the  Local  Government  Board.  We  are  able  to  print 
the  text  of  the  measure,  which  will  have  important  influence  on 
chemical  and  other  manufactures  not  hitherto  touched  (p.  319). 

Some  Points  from  submitted  labels  will  be  found  on  p.  329. 

The  "Wills  of  the  late  William  Ash,  John  Barclay,  B.Sc, 
G.  F.  Smith,  and  Nathaniel  Smith  are  briefly  mentioned  on 
p.  237. 

Several  Bills  of  interest  to  our  subscribers  have  been  intro- 
duced into  Parliament  this  week,  but  there  is  as  yet  no  sign  of  the 
Pharmacy  Bill  (p.  319). 

The  Proposal  to  put  a  clause  in  the  Medical  Acts  Amendment 
Bill  to  make  dispensing  by  medical  men  illegal  has  been  ignomi- 
niously  defeated  (p.  313). 

Dispensing  Notes  by  Mr.  Martin  Meldrum  and  by  Miss  Agnes 
T.  Borrowman  were  features  of  the  Pharmaceutical  meeting  in 
Edinburgh  this  week  (p.  303). 

A  Poisons  Act  for  India  is  now  on  the  Statute-book.  We 
give  the  text  of  the  measure  on  p.  301,  and  comment  upon  it  in  a 
note  on  p.  313.  The  importation  and  sale  of  arsenic  are  chiefly 
dealt  with. 

The  Inquiry  regarding  the  fatal  poisoning  of  four  patients  in 
the  Portsmouth  Borough  Asylum  is  still  proceeding.  The  reve- 
lations regarding  the  way  medicines  have  been  dispensed  in  the 
institution  are  startling  (p.  258). 

The  Packer  employed  by  Messrs.  Stafford,  Allen  &  Co. 
(Limited)  who  applied  under  the  Workmen's  Compensation  Act 
for  injuries  to  his  eye  has  secured  the  arbitrator's  award,  but  a 
case  was  stated  for  appeal  (p.  309). 

Messrs.  Cummings  Brothers,  of  Dundee,  are  trying  to  make 
the  Board  of  Inland  Kevenue  disgorge  10s.  paid  as  a  fine  for  a 
known,  admitted,  and  approved  remedy  sold  before  the  Glyn- 
Jones  decision.  The  correspondence  is  interesting,  and  is  printed 
on  p.  329. 

The  Thirtieth  Anniversary  of  the  foundation  of  the  West- 
minster College  of  Pharmacy  was  celebrated  by  a  festival  at  the 
Holborn  Restaurant  on  Monday  evening,  when  Mr.  G.  S.  V.  Wills 
indulged  in  some  pleasant  reminiscence.  A  photograph  taken  on 
the  occasion  is  reproduced  on  p.  328. 

South-American  Oil  of  Orange  is  the  subject  of  a  paper  by 
Messrs.  J.  C.  Umney  and  T.  C.  Bennett,  FF.C.S.,  communi- 
cated to  the  North  British  Branch  this  week.  They  give  the 
characters  of  the  oil  very  fully,  and  say  it  is  excellent  for  soap 
and  perfumery.    The  paper  was  well  discussed  (p.  302). 

Compound  Tincture  of  Benzoin  is  a  topical  subject  at 
present.  Mr.  E.  Dowzard,  writing  on  p.  327  about  the  estimation 
of  total  solids,  shows  how  the  addition  of  a  known  quantity  of 
magnesium  oxide  to  the  evaporate  ensures  non  volatilisation  of 
fatty  acids.  Mr.  T.  F.  Harvey  demonstrates  in  a  letter  on  p.  321 
that  the  theoretical  amount  of  extractives  in  the  tincture  cannot 
be  got. 

Shop-legislation  has  begun  in  the  House  of  Commons  with 
Sir  Charles  Dilke's  Bill,  now  awaiting  second  reading.  Its  object 
is  in  the  first  part  to  give  power  to  local  authorities  to  fix  the 
hours  for  closing  shops,  and  in  the  second  part  to  fix  the  hours 
of  labour  of  persons  employed  in  shops  and  to  apply  to  shops 
conditions  similar  to  factories.  Chemists  are  virtually  exempt 
from  the  first  part  of  the  measure,  but  not  from  the  second 
(p.  321). 


For  "  Minor  "  or  "  Major." 

The  Following  Educational  Institutions  advertise  in  this 
issue  :— 

School  of  Pharmacy,  17  Bloomsbury  Square,  W.C. 
South  London  School  of  Pharmacy,  325  Kennington  Road,  S.E. 
Metropolitan  College  of  Pharmacy,  160  and  162  Kennington  Park 
Road,  S.E. 

London  College  of  Pharmacy,  323  Clapham  Road,  S.W. 
Northern  College  of  Pharmacy,  100  and  102  Burlington  Street, 
Manchester. 

Burlington  Correspondence  College,  8  Crescent  Grove,  Clapham 

Common,  S.W. 
Edinburgh  Central  School,  26  Clyde  Street,  Edinburgh. 
Liverpool  School  of  Pharmacy,  6  Sandon  Terrace,  Liverp  jol. 
Royal  Dispensary,  21  West  Richmond  Street,  Edinburgh. 
Leeds  College  of  Pharmacy,  Clarendon  Road,  Leeds. 
Westminster  College  of  Chemistry,  Trinity  Square,  Borough, 


Colonial  ano  foreign  IRewe, 


Not  Trade-marked. — The  Austrian  Minister  of  Com- 
merce has  refused  to  allow  the  words  "Adrenalin"  and 
"  Enthymol "  to  be  registered  as  trade-marks  in  Austria. 

■  U"BL 

r1  ire. — Considerable  damage  was  done  by  fire  to  the 
camphor-refinery  and  factory  of  W.  F.  Simes  &  Son,  of 
Philadelphia,  on  February  2,  many  thousand  dollars'  wcrfch 
of  camphor  and  camphor-products  being  destroyed. 

••  f  ainkiller"  still  Perry  Davis's. — The  Circuit  Com  t 
of  the  United  States  at  Boston  have  given  a  decision 
restraining  Thayer  &  Co.,  of  Cambridge,  Mass.,  from  using 
the  word  "  Painkiller  "  on  a  compound  made  by  themselves. 
The  Court  granted  a  perpetual  injunction  against  the  firm 
using  that  name,  which  was  adopted  many  years  ago  by  Mr. 
Perry  Davis,  of  Providence,  R.I.,  and  is  now  the  propsrty  of 
bis  successors,  the  Davis  &  Lawrence  Co.,  of  New  York. 

Cheap  Serum.— It  is  now  stated  that  Messrs.  Parke, 
Davis  &  Co  ,  Frederick  Stearns  &  Co.,  and  H.  K.  Mulford 
Company,  have  decided  to  resume  the  manufacture  of 
500-unit  antitoxin  as  No.  0.  The  500-unit  grade,  ho  *ever, 
will  not  be  recommended  by  them,  being  simply  supplied  to 
please  the  limited  demand  in  some  quarters.  Boards  of 
health  will  be  allowed  the  usual  advantageous  terms,  except 
that  no  goods  will  be  taken  back  and  no  injectors  will  be 
included  in  the  orders  unless  paid  for  extra. 

Infringing  "  Henry's  Magnesia." — Dr.  Lindt,  pharmac / 
proprietor,  and  Dr.  Roth,  druggist,  of  Strassburg,  were  last 
month  charged  before  the  Strassburg  Court  with  having 
infringed  the  Merchandise-marks  Act  by  selling  a  preparation 
under  the  designation  of  "'Henry's  Calcined  Magne-ia.' to 
the  use  of  which  Messrs.  Thomas  &  William  Henry,  Man 
Chester,  alone  are  legally  entitled,"  and  also  with  u.-iog 
spurious  imitation  packings  for  the  same.  The  accused 
stated  that  they  did  not  know  of  the  existence  of  the  Heory 
firm,  nor  that  "  Henry's  Calcined  Magnesia  "  was  a  registered, 
mark.  Their  defence  was  not  accepted,  however,  by  the 
Court,  and  they  were  fined  150m.  (11.  10s.)  each. 


Comina  Evente. 

Notices  for  insertion  under  this  heading  should  be  received 
by  the  Editor  on  Wednesday  of  each  week. 


Monday,  February  22. 

Society  of  Chemical  Industry  (London  Section),  Burlington 
House.  Piccadilly,  W.,  at  8  p.m.  Mr.  Thomas  Tyrer  on  "  Duty- 
free Alcohol." 

Tuesday,  February  23. 
Bradford  Chemists'  Association,  Royal  Hotel,  Dir'ev  Stre«t,  at 
9  p.m.     Mr.  F.  Pjlkington  Sergeant  on  "Post-graduate 
Curriculums." 

Boyal  Photographic  Society  of   Great  Britain,  66  Russell 

Square,  W.C,  at  8  p.m.    Mr.  T.  E.  Freshwater  on  "  The 

History  and  Lighting  of  the  Mngic-lantern." 
School  of  Pharmacy  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great 

Britain.    Annual  dinner  at  the  Holborn  Restaurant  at  7  p.m. 

Professor  H.  G.  Greenish  in  the  chair. 

Wednesday,  February  24. 

Edinburgh  Chemists',  Assistants',  and  Apprentices'  Association, 
36  York  Place,  Edinburgh,  at  9.15  p.m.  Mr.  David  Storrar 
on  "The  Future  of  Pharmacy  as  a  Trade,"  and  Mr  D. 
McLaren  on  '  If  Pharmacy  is  a  Trade,  why  so  much 
Preparation  ?' " 

Cardiff  Pharmaceutical  Association,    Park  Hotel,  at  3  p.m. 

General  meeting. 
Sheffield  Pharmaceutical  and  Chemical  Society,  Montgomery 

Hall,  at  8  P.M.    Mr.  Geo.  Squire  on  "  Advertised  Quaesery— 

the  Pharmacist's  Attitude  " 
North  Kent  Chemists'  Association,  Clarendon  Hotel,  Gravesend, 

at  4.30  p.m.    General  meeting,  at  which  Mr.  Watson- Will  will 

be  present. 

Public  Dispensers'  Assoriation,  St.  Bride's  Institute,  Lodgate 
Circus,  E.C.,  at  8  p.m.  Impromptu  discussion  on  "  Dispensing." 
Junior  Pharmacy  Ball,  Portman  Rooms,  Baker  Street,  W. 

Friday,  February  26. 
Boyal  Institution  of  Great  Britain,  Albemarle  Street,  Piccadilly, 
W.,  at  9  P.M.    Mr.  A.  Siemens  ou  "'New  Developments  ia 
Electric  Railways." 


